
HOUSE . . . .  No. 2339

Cöe Commontoealtö of ßpassaciwsetts

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s , June 26, 1947.

The committee on Rules, to whom was referred the 
resolutions (filed by Mr. Tilden of Scituate, June 20) 
memorializing the Congress of the United States in favor 
of the enactment of the Reed Bill, so called, whereby 
the threat of discontinuance of passenger service by the 
Old Colony Railroad will be removed (House, No. 2339), 
report that the same ought to be adopted.

For the committee,

CHARLES E. FERGUSON.
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Cl)c CommontoealtJ) of ^assacjjusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

R e s o l u t io n s  m e m o r ia l iz in g  t h e  c o n g r e s s  o f  t h e

UNITED STATES IN FAVOR OF THE ENACTMENT OF THE 
REED BILL, SO CALLED, WHEREBY THE THREAT OF 
DISCONTINUANCE OF PASSENGER SERVICE BY THE OLD 
COLONY RAILROAD WILL BE REMOVED.

Whereas, One fifth of the population of the Common
wealth of Massachusetts is affected by, and to a greater 
or lesser degree is dependent upon, passenger service on 
the lines of the Old Colony Railroad which operates 
between the city of Boston and the principal cities and 
towns of southeastern Massachusetts; and

Whereas, The complete discontinuance and abandon
ment of such passenger service on the lines of the Old 
Colony Railroad is threatened under a plan of reor
ganization for the New Haven and Old Colony Rail
roads, which plan has been approved by the Interstate 
Commerce Commission and the United States Circuit 
Court of Appeals, the granting of a writ of certiorari by 
the Supreme Court being the only hope of judicial 
relief; and

Whereas, There is now pending in the Congress of the 
United States a bill known as the Reed Bill (H. R. 3237) 
which, if enacted into law, will nullify the said plan of 
reorganization and thus remove the threat of discon
tinuance of passenger service on the said Old Colony 
Railroad; and

Whereas, Great investments in industrial and com
mercial enterprises, hotels and homes have been made in 
southeastern Massachusetts in the expectation that the 
passenger service on the Old Colony lines be maintained,
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as provided in the charter granted t.o the Old Colony 
Railroad by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and 
the discontinuance and abandonment of said passenger 
service would constitute a tragic injustice to said citizens 
of Massachusetts; therefore be it 

Resolved, I hat the House of Representatives of the 
General Court of Massachusetts urges the passage of 
said Reed Bill, (H. R. 3237); and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be trans
mitted forthwith by the state secretary to the President 
of the United States, to the presiding officer of each 
branch of Congress, and to the members thereof from 
the New England states.

H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s , June 26, 1947. 
Adopted.

LAWRENCE R. GROVE,
Clerk.




