
HOUSE No. 2355

Cl)t Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts

The following sections, substituted by the House, on 
motion of Mr. Shattuck of Boston, and as amended, for 
sections 1 to 10, inclusive, of the Senate Bill relative to 
the election of the city council and school committee of 
the city of Boston and changing the date of the biennial 
municipal election in said city in the current year (Sen
ate, No. 623). June 28.

1 Section  1. There shall be placed upon the official
2 ballot to be used at a special municipal election in the
3 city of Boston on Monday, the twenty-second day of
4 September, in the current year, the following ques-
5 tions: —
6 (Mark a cross in one square only.)
7 Question (A). — Shall the city council
8 continue to consist of twenty-two mem-
9 bei’s elected by wards as at present?

10 If a majority of the votes cast on said question is in
11 the affirmative, then the city council shall continue
12 to consist of twenty-two members elected by wards
13 and the vote upon the following question shall be of
14 no effect. If a majority of the votes cast on said
15 question is in the negative, then the plan receiving
16 the greater number of votes in answer to the follow-
17 ing question shall be the plan adopted for the election
18 of the city council and school committee of said city.

YES.

NO.



2 HOUSE — No. 2355. [July

19 Question (£).  — If a change is made in the city
20 government, which of the following two plans do you
21 prefer?
22 (Vote for one of these plans, but not for both, by
23 making a cross in the square opposite the plan you
24 prefer, regardless of how you answered Question (A).)
25 Plan No. One. — A city council of nine members
26 and a school committee of five members, elected at
27 large at the same election for two-year terms by the
28 method of election known as “ proportional repre-
29 sentation,” with each voter indicating his choices in
30 the order of his preference by the use of
31 the numbers 1, 2, 3, etc., instead of crosses
32 upon his ballot. -------------
33 Plan No. Two. — A city council of nine members
34 elected at large at the same election for two-year
35 terms, the nine candidates having the highest num-
36 ber of votes to be elected, with each voter having the
37 right to vote for five, and a school committee of
38 five members elected at large at the same election
39 for two-year terms, the five candidates having the
40 highest number of votes to be elected,
41 with each voter having the right to vote
42 for three. -------------
43 Except as otherwise provided in this Section, all
44 provisions of law relating to elections and special
45 elections in said city, so far as applicable, shall apply
46 to the special election authorized by this section.

1 Section  2. Subject to the conditions of section
2 one, if the greater number of the votes cast as pro-
3 vided in said section relative to the election of the
4 city council and the school committee is in favor of
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5 Plan No. One, sections four, five, seven, eight and
6 ten of this act, respectively, shall thereupon take full
7 effect, but not otherwise, and sections three, six and
8 nine, respectively, of this act shall be inoperative.
9 If the greater number of such votes is in favor of

10 Plan No. Two, sections three, five, six, eight and
11 nine of this act, respectively, shall thereupon take
12 full effect, but not otherwise, and sections four, seven
13 and ten of this act, respectively, shall be inoperative.

1 Sectio n  3. Chapter 486 of the acts of 1909 is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 48, as most
3 recently amended by section 14 of chapter 479 of the
4 acts of 1924, and inserting in place thereof the fol-
5 lowing section: —
6 Section 48. Beginning with the biennial municipal
7 election in the year nineteen hundred and forty-seven,
8 there shall be elected at large at each biennial mu-
9 nicipal election nine members of the city council,

10 each for a term of two years from the first Monday
11 in January following his election and until his succes-
12 sor is qualified. At each such election, each voter
13 shall be entitled to vote for not more than five candi-
14 dates for said office. The ballots used in such elec-
15 tions shall be printed in as many lots as there are
16 voting precincts within the city; in the first lot, the
17 names of the candidates shall appear in the alpha-
18 betical order of their surnames; in the second lot, the
19 names shall appear in the same order except that the
20 first name in the first lot shall be placed last; in each
21 succeeding lot the order shall be the same as that of
22 the lot preceding, except that the first names in that
23 preceding lot shall be placed last. The first such lot
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24 shall be used in the voting at precinct one of ward
25 one, the second such lot at precinct two of ward one,
26 and the other lots at the other voting precincts
27 throughout the city in the numerical order of precincts
28 within wards.

1 Section  4. Chapter 486 of the acts of 1909 is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 48, as most
3 recently amended by section 14 of chapter 479 of the
4 acts of 1924, and inserting in place thereof the fol-
5 lowing section: —
6 Section 48. Beginning with the biennial municipal
7 election in the year nineteen hundred and forty-seven,
8 there shall be elected at large at each biennial munici-
9 pal election nine members of the city council, each

10 for a term of two years from the first Monday in
11 January following his election and until his successor
12 is qualified. Such election shall be conducted in ac-
13 cordance with the provisions of chapter fifty-four A
14 of the General Laws relative to election by propor-
15 tional representation, in so far as the same may be
16 applicable.

1 Section  5. Section 49 of said chapter 486, as most
2 recently amended by section 1 of chapter 348 of the
3 acts of 1930, is hereby further amended by striking
4 out, in line 2, the word “ two”  and inserting in place
5 thereof the word: — four — , so as to read as fol-
6 lows: — Section 49. Each member of the city council
7 shall be paid an annual salary of four thousand dol-
8 lars; and no other sum shall be paid from the city
9 treasury for or on account of any personal expenses

10 directly or indirectly incurred by or in behalf of any
11 member of said council.
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1 Sectio n  6. Said chapter 486 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 50, as most recently
3 amended by section 15 of chapter 479 of the acts of
4 1924, and inserting in place thereof the following
5 section: —
6 Section 50. The city council shall be the judge of
7 the election and qualifications of its members; shall
8 elect from its members by a vote of a majority of all
9 the members a president who when present shall pre-

10 side at the meetings thereof; and shall from time to
11 time establish rules for its proceedings. The member
12 eldest in years shall preside until the president is
13 chosen, and in case of the absence of the president,
14 until a presiding officer is chosen. When a vacancy
15 occurs in the office of any member the person who re-
16 ceivecl the highest vote of the defeated candidates at
17 the last previous election, shall, if alive, be declared
18 elected for the purpose of filling such vacancy for the
19 unexpired term. No member of the city council shall,
20 while serving therein, hold any other offices the salary
21 of which is payable by the city or by the county of
22 Suffolk, or by the commonwealth; provided, that any
23 person holding elective office prior to July seventh,
24 nineteen hundred and forty-seven shall hold such
25 office until the end of his term.

1 Sectio n  7. Said chapter 486 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 50, as most recently
3 amended by section 15 of chapter 479 of the acts of
4 1924, and inserting in place thereof the following
5 section: —
6 Section 50. The city council shall be the judge of
7 the election and qualifications of its members; shall,
8 except as otherwise provided herein, elect from its
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9 members by a vote of a majority of all the members a
10 president who when present shall preside at the meet-
11 ings thereof; and shall from time to time establish
12 rules for its proceedings. The member eldest in years,
13 except as otherwise provided herein, shall preside
14 until the president is chosen, and in case of the absence
15 of the president, until a presiding officer is chosen. If
16 a vacancy occurs it shall be filled as provided in sec-
17 tion thirteen of chapter fifty-four A of the General
18 Laws. The council shall not elect a president unless
19 nine members thereof have been elected and qualified.
20 In the event that all the members of the city council
21 are not elected and qualified on the first Monday in
22 January following said election, the city clerk shall
23 preside over said council until it elects a president.
24 The terms of office of all the members of the city
25 council elected under existing law shall terminate upon
26 the election and qualification of all their successors.
27 No member of the city council shall, while serving
28 therein, hold any other offices the salary of which is
29 payable by the city or by the county of Suffolk, or by
30 the commonwealth; provided, that any person hold-
31 ing elective office prior to July seventh, nineteen hun-
32 dred and forty-seven shall hold such office until the
33 end of his term.

1 Sectio n  8. Section 53 of said chapter 486, as most
2 recently amended by section 1 of chapter 472 of the
3 acts of 1941, is hereby further amended by striking
4 out the first paragraph and inserting in place thereof
5 the following paragraph: —
6 Any registered voter who is qualified to vote for a
7 candidate for any municipal elective office in such city
8 may be a candidate for nomination thereto, and his
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9 name as such candidate shall be printed on the
10 official ballot to be used at the municipal election;
11 provided, that at or before five o’clock p.m. of the
12 eighth Tuesday prior to such election nomination
13 papers prepared and issued by the election commis-
14 sioners, signed in person for the nomination for mayor
15 by at least three thousand registered voters in said city
16 qualified to vote for such candidate at said election,
17 signed in person for the nomination for school com-
18 mittee by at least two thousand registered voters in
19 said city qualified to vote for such candidate at said 
'20 election and signed in person for the nomination for
21 city councillor by at least two thousand registered
22 voters in said city, qualified to vote for such candidate
23 at said election, shall be filed with said election com-
24 missioners and the signatures on the same to the num-
25 ber required to make the nomination subsequently
26 certified by the election commissioners as hereinafter
27 provided. No person shall sign the nomination papers
28 for more than one candidate for the city council nor
29 more than one candidate for the school committee.
30 Said nomination papers shall be in substantially the
31 following form: —

1 Sectio n  9. Said chapter 486 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 33, as most recently
3 amended by section 5 of chapter 479 of the acts of
4 1924, and inserting in place thereof the following
5 section : —
6 Section 33. The fiscal year in said city shall begin
7 on January first and shall end on December thirty-
8 first next following; and the municipal year shall
9 begin on the first Monday in January and shall con- 

10 tinue until the first Monday of the January next fol-
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11 lowing. Beginning with the biennial municipal elec-
12 tion in the year nineteen hundred and forty-seven,.
13 there shall be elected at large at each biennial munici-
14 pal election five members of the school committee,
15 each for a term of two years from the first Monday in
16 January following his election and until his successor
17 is qualified. The members of the school committee
18 shall meet and organize on the first Monday of
19 January following their election. At each such elec-
20 tion, each voter shall be entitled to vote for not more
21 than three candidates for said office. The ballots used
22 in such elections shall be printed in as many lots as
23 there are voting precincts within the city; in the first
24 lot, the names of the candidates shall appear in the
25 alphabetical order of their surnames; in the second lot,
26 the names shall appear in the same order except that
27 the first name in the first lot shall be placed last; in
28 each succeeding lot the order shall be the same as that
29 of the lot preceding, except that the first name in that
30 preceding lot shall be placed last. The first such lot
31 shall be used in the voting at precinct one of ward one,
32 the second such lot at precinct two of ward one, and
33 the other lots at the other voting precincts through-
34 out the city in the numerical order of precincts within
35 wards.
36 When a vacancy occurs in said committee the per-
37 son who received the highest vote of the defeated
38 candidates at the last previous election shall, if alive,
39 be declared elected for the unexpired term.

1 Sectio n  10. Said chapter 486 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 33, as most recently
3 amended by section 5 of chapter 479 of the acts of
4 1924, and inserting in place thereof the following
5 section: —
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6 Section 33. The fiscal year in said city shall begin
7 on January first and shall end on December thirty-
8 first next following; and the municipal year shall
9 begin on the first Monday in January and shall con-

10 tinue until the first Monday of the January next fol-
11 lowing. Beginning with the biennial municipal elec-
12 tion in the year nineteen hundred and forty-seven,
13 there shall be elected at large at each biennial munici-
14 pal election five members of the school committee,
15 each for a term of two years from the first Monday in
16 January following his election and until his successor
17 is qualified. The members of the school committee
18 shall meet and organize on the first Monday of January
19 following their election. Such election shall be con-
20 ducted in accordance with the provisions of chapter
21 fifty-four A of the General Laws relative to election
22 by proportional representation, in so far as the same
23 may be applicable.
24 If a vacancy occurs in said committee it shall be
25 filled as provided in section thirteen of said chapter
26 fifty-four'A.
27 The terms of office of all the members of the school
28 committee elected under existing law shall terminate
29 on the election and qualification of their successors
30 pursuant to this section.

1 Section 11. Notwithstanding any provision of
2 law to the contrary the biennial municipal election in
3 the city of Boston in the current year shall be held on
4 Tuesday, the ninth day of December. Nomination
5 papers for offices to be filled at said election shall be
6 furnished by the election commissioners on and after
7 the tenth Tuesday preceding said election, and all such
8 papers shall be filed with the election commissioners on
9 or before five o’clock in the afternoon on the seventh
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10 Tuesday preceding said election. The election com
i l  missioners shall complete the certification of the names
12 on said papers on or before five o’clock in the after-
13 noon on the thirty-sixth day preceding said election.
14 All withdrawals and objections to such nominations
15 shall be filed with the election commissioners on or
16 before five o ’clock in the afternoon on the thirty-second
17 day preceding said election. All substitutions to fill
18 vacancies caused by withdrawal or ineligibility shall
19 be filed with the election commissioners on or before
20 five o ’clock in the afternoon on the twenty-ninth day
21 preceding said election. Except as otherwise pro-
22 vided in this section, all provisions of law relating to
23 elections in said city shall apply to said election.

1 Sectio n  12. Subject to the provisions of sections 1
2 and 2 with respect to sections 3 to 10, inclusive, this
3 shall take effect upon its passage.






