
SENATE No. 123

To accompany the petition of Sumner G. Whittier for legislation 
to authorize the Governor to designate the second Friday in January 
as good government day, providing for the observance of said day in 
the schools and providing for a student senate and house of repre
sentatives. Constitutional Law.

C b c  C o m m o n to e a ltf)  o f f p a g g a c i n i m t s

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

A n  A ct a u t h o r iz in g  t h e  g o v e r n o r  t o  d e s ig n a t e  t h e

SECOND FRIDAY IN JANUARY AS GOOD GOVERNMENT 

DAY, PROVIDING FOR THE OBSERVANCE OF SAID DAY 

IN THE SCHOOLS AND PROVIDING FOR A STUDENT SEN

ATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The governor shall annually set apart
2 the second Friday of each January as good govern-
3 ment day, and shall by proclamation recommend that
4 exercises appropriate to such day be observed in the
5 schools of the commonwealth.

1 Section 2. The governor, lieutenant governor,
2 state secretary, state treasurer, auditor, attorney gen-
3 eral and each head of a state department, may select
4 a high school senior and may permit each such stu-
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5 dent to occupy the chair and office of the appointing
6 officer during good government day in order to observe
7 the processes of government in the executive and ad-
8 ministrative departments of the commonwealth. Each
9 such student may be designated as student governor 

f 0 or otherwise, according to the office occupied by him.

1 S e c t io n  3. There shall be a student senate of forty
2 members and a student house of representatives of two
3 hundred and forty members elected by high school
4 pupils from districts corresponding as nearly as pos-
5 sible to the senatorial and representative districts,
6 which districts shall be set up by the commissioner of
7 education, rvho shall notify the principals of all the
8 high schools in the commonwealth. Such elections
9 shall be conducted under the supervision of the prin-

10 cipals of the high schools in the several districts and in
11 so far as possible shall be conducted as are elections
12 for members of the general court. One alternate for
13 each student senator and representative may be
14 elected. Said students may assemble in Boston on
15 some day designated by the commissioner of educa-
16 tion and may use the senate chamber and the house of
17 representatives for the purpose of the meeting, may
18 elect officers, appoint committees, introduce bills, con-
19 duct hearings, receive committee reports, debate such
20 reports and vote on the acceptance or rejection of the
21 same, and in general conduct its proceedings in the
22 same manner as the general court.

1 S e c t io n  4. The commissioner of education may
2 receive from any civic, charitable or non-political or-
3 ganization contributions for the carrying out of the
4 provisions of this act.


