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To accompany the petition of Peter J. Allen for legislation to pro
vide that in proceedings for the adoption of a child the court may 
require the presence of the parents of such child. Legal Affairs.

Cöc Commontoealtö of ^assacJnusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

A n  A ct  p r o v id in g  t h a t  in  p r o c e e d in g s  f o r  t h e  a d o p 

t io n  OF A CHILD THE COURT MAY REQUIRE THE PRES

ENCE OF THE PARENTS OF SUCH CHILD.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 5 of chapter 210 of the General Laws of the
2 commonwealth of Massachusetts (Tercentenary Edi-
3 tion) is hereby amended by the addition of the foliow-
4 ing words: —  If the court in its discretion feels that
5 the best interests of the child sought for adoption war-
6 rants, the court may require the presence of the parent
7 or parents of such child and may issue an order of
8 notice in such form as it shall prescribe for the purpose
9 of effecting such appearance, —  so as to read as fol-

10 lows: —  Section 5. If, after such notice, a person
11 whose consent is required does not appear and object
12 to the adoption, the court may act upon the petition
13 without his consent, subject to his right of appeal, or
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14 it may appoint a guardian ad litem with power to give
15 or withhold consent. If the court in its discretion
16 feels that the best interests of the child sought for
17 adoption warrants, the court may require the presence
18 of the parent or parents of such child and may issue
19 an order of notice in such form as it shall prescribe for
20 the purpose of effecting such appearance.


