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Executive Department

To the. Honorable Senate and House of Representative.

I submit herewith for such action as you may care to
take a joint resolution of the Congress which proposes an
amendment limiting the terms of office of the President.
I urge your favorable consideration of this resolution.

The amendment will enact into our organic law an
unwritten principle which for well over the first century
of our national life was acknowledged by our Presidents
and our people as fundamental; the principle that a
republic is as strong as its capacity" to produce new leaders.
Washington warned that disorders and miseries “gradu-
ally incline the minds of men to seek security and repose
in the absolute power of an individual.” And he warned
of the result in these words: “Sooner or later the chief
of some prevailing faction, more able and more fortunate
than his competitors, turns this disposition to the pur-
poses of his own election, on the ruins of public liberty.”
Seeing the same inherent danger, Jefferson and Jackson,
like Washington, by their example, as well as by word,
expressed their belief in the wisdom of such a limitation
on the tenure of any President as is now embodied in the
proposed amendment.

The amendment will fulfill the platform pledges of
both the great modern parties. It was proposed in the
national platform of the Democratic Party in 1912 and
by the Republican Party in 1944.

Ratification of the proposed amendment will be recog-
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nition of the fact that executive power held too long
becomes personal power; that personal power uncon-
trolled in the hands of one man cuts through every
restraining bond until it becomes personal government.

Today the democratic process faces on every side the
threat of personal government in the totalitarian form.
We who believe in the fundamental strength of our
system of government wall welcome this opportunity to
strengthen it still further.

Respectfully submitted,

ROBERT F. BRADFORD,
Governor of Massachusetts.
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No. 1501.

Department of State.

To all to whom these presents shall come, Greeting:
I Certify That the copy hereto attached is a true copy

of a resolution of Congress entitled “Joint Resolution
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the
United States relating to the terms of office of the Presi-
dent ”, the original of which is on file in this Department.

In testimony whereof, I, Dean Acheson, Acting Secre-
tary of State, have hereunto caused the seal of the Depart-
ment of State to be affixed and my name subscribed by
the Authentication Officer of the said Department, at
the city of Washington, in the District of Columbia, this
twenty-fifth day of March, 1947.

Authentication Officer,
Department of State.

M. P. CHAUVIN.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

DEAN ACHESON,
Acting Secretary of State.
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At the First Session.

Begun and held at the City of Washington on
Friday, the third day of January, one thousand
NINE HUNDRED AND FORTY-SEVEN.

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of
the United States relating to the terms of office
of the President.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled (two-
thirds of each House concurring therein ), That the follow-
ing article is hereby proposed as an amendment to the
Constitution of the United States, which shall be valid
to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitution
when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the
several States:

“Article
“Section 1. No person shall be elected to the office

of the President more than twice, and no person who has
held the office of President, or acted as President, for
more than two years of a term to which some other person
was elected President shall be elected to the office of the
President more than once. But this Article shall not
apply to any person holding the office of President when
this Article was proposed by the Congress, and shall not

EIGHTIETH CONGRESS OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA.

JOINT RESOLUTION.
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prevent any person who may be holding the office of
President, or acting as President, during the term within
which this Article becomes operative from holding the
office of President or acting as President during the
remainder of such term.

“Sec. 2. This article shall be inoperative unless it
shall have been ratified as an amendment to the Con-
stitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several
States within seven years from the date of its submission
to the States by the Congress.”

JOSEPH W. MARTIN, Jr.,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

WILLIAM F. KNOWLAND,
Acting President of the Senate pro tempore.

I certify that this Joint Resolution originated in the
House of Representatives.

JOHN ANDREWS,
Clerk.








