
Senate, May 5, 1947.

The joint committee on Ways and Means, to whom
was referred the Senate Bill establishing the Massachu-
setts public building commission and defining its powers
and duties and abolishing the Emergency Public Works
Commission (Senate, No. 4G4), report recommending that
the same ought to pass, with an amendment substi-
tuting a new draft with the same title (Senate, No. 568).

For the committee

HARRIS S. RICHARDSON.

No. 568SENATE

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

An Act establishing the Massachusetts public build-
ing COMMISSION AND DEFINING ITS POWERS AND DUTIES,
AND ABOLISHING THE EMERGENCY PUBLIC WORKS

COMMISSION.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
tend to defeat its purpose, which is to make imme-
diately operative the broader powers vested in the

4 new commission hereby created and thereby to aid in
and to examine and syn-

; of the various departments
ived therefrom by the com-

5 the long-range planning
6 chronize the capital need;

7 and the benefits to be dei
8 momvealth, therefore it :
9 emergency law, necessary

s hereby declared to be an
for the immediate preserva-

10 tion of the public convenience and necessity.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 17 of chapter 6of the General
2 Laws, as most recently amended by section 1 of chap-

5 ter 612 of the acts of 1946, is hereby further amended
4 by inserting after the word “Authority” in line 10 the

5 following: —, the Massachusetts public building com-

-6 mission, —so as to read as follows: Section 17.
7 The armory commission, the art commission, the
8 commission on administration and finance, the com-
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9 missioner of veterans’ services, the commissioners on
10 uniform state laws, the public bequest commission,
11 the state ballot law commission, the board of trustees
12 of the Soldiers’ Home in Massachusetts, the milk
13 regulation board, the alcoholic beverages control
14 commission, the state planning board, the trustees
15 of the state library, the state racing commission, the
16 Greylock reservation commission, the Port of Boston
17 Authority, the Massachusetts public building com-
-18 mission, the Massachusetts fair employment practice
19 commission, the outdoor advertising authority and
20 the Massachusetts aeronautics commission shall
21 serve under the governor and council, and shall be
22 subject to such supervision as the governor and
23 council deem necessary and proper.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 6 is hereby further
2 amended by adding after section 60, inserted by sec-
-3 tion 2 of chapter 612 of the acts of 1946, under the
4 caption, Massachusetts public building commis-

-5 sign, the two following sections:
6 Section 61. There shall be a commission, to be
7 known as the Massachusetts public building commis-
8 sion. The commission
9 to be known as commiss

10 shall be residents of the

diall consist of five members,
loners. Four of said members
commonwealth appointed by

11 the governor, with the advice of the council, one of
12 whom shall be designated, from time to time, as chair-
-13 man by the governor. The fifth member shall be the
14 chairman of the commission on administration and
15 finance, ex officio. The term of office of an appointed
16 member shall be tor seven years, and until the quali-
-17 fication of his successor. The action of a majority of
18 the commissioners shall constitute action of the com-
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mission; and whenever any action is required to be in
writing, such writing shall be sufficient when signed
by a majority of the commissioners. One or two

19
20
21

vacancies in the commission shall not impair the right
of the remaining members to exercise all the powers of

99

23
the commission.9 A

25 Each member of the commission shall receive as
compensation for each day’s attendance at meetings
of the commission, the sum of thirty dollars; pro-
vided, that the total amount paid hereunder to any
such member shall not exceed three thousand dollars
in any fiscal year; and each member shall also be en-
titled to his expenses actually and necessarily incurred
by him in the performance of his duties.

26
27
28

29
30

31
32

The commission shall be provided with suitable
offices in the state house or elsewhere in the city of
Boston.

33
34
35

Section 62. The commission shall employ a direc-
tor who shall be the chief engineer and the executive
officer of the commission, and, subject to its super-
vision and control, shall administer the duties im-
posed upon the commission. The commission may

36

6t

38

39
40

employ such assistants, engineers, supervisors, in-
spectors, experts, clerks and other employees as it
may deem necessary to carry out the provisions of
chapter ninety-two A. All officers and employees of
the commission, other than persons temporarily
employed under section one of said chapter ninety-
two A, shall be subject to chapter thirty-one and the
rules and regulations made thereunder.

41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48

1 Section 3. The General Laws are hereby
2 amended by inserting after chapter ninety-two, as

3 amended, the following chapter:
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5 Massachusetts Public Building Commission.
6 Section 1. The Massachusetts public building
7 commission, established under section seventeen of
8 chapter six, in this chapter referred to as the com-
-9 mission, shall prepare and maintain a long-range

10 program of projects. For the purposes of this chap-
-11 ter, the word "project” shall mean projects which
12 may be undertaken by the commonwealth for the
13 construction of buildings and appurtenant structures,
14 facilities and utilities, including alterations or addi-
-15 tions to existing buildings and appurtenant struc-
-16 tures, facilities and utilities, shall refer only to such
17 projects as shall be financed, in whole or in part, by
18 special appropriations or by federal funds, or both,
19 and shall not include any project estimated to cost
20 less than five thousand dollars. Each department,
21 office, board and commission of the commonwealth
22 which proposes to undertake any such project shall
23 prepare and submit to the commission, at such times
24 and in such form as the commission may require,
25 its requests for such projects. The commission
26 shall study the requests thus submitted, may develop
27 projects of its own (provided, that no money shall
28 be expended for preliminary plans without the ap-
-29 proval of the department, office, board or commission
30 for which such project is prepared) and the com-
-31 mission shall submit to the budget commissioner,
32 annually on or before the fifteenth day of September,
33 a report containing a list of all such projects so re-
-34 quested and its recommended long-range program
35 for construction of such projects. Said report shall

Chapter 92A.
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show the estimated cost of each item as recommended
therein. The commission shall cause to be made
preliminary plans and descriptive specifications,
sufficient for a careful estimate by a competent
expert, and for this purpose may employ temporarily
such architects, engineers, contractors and con-

36
37
38
39
40
41

sultants as it deems necessary and may expend such
sums as may be appropriated therefor.

42
43

The provisions of this chapter relative to the prep-
aration and filing of the preliminary plans and
specifications herein referred to shall be deemed to
satisfy the requirements for the preparation and
filing of preliminary studies and general specifications

14
45
46
47
48

set forth in section seven of chapter twenty-nine;49
xid plans and specifications
;e of the officer having in

provided, that copies of s
shall be filed in the offi
charge such constructioi
not be changed or amen
the written approval of
said section seven.

50

51
i or alterations and shall
led thereafter except with
such officer as provided in

52
53

54
)0

No plans, other than preliminary plans, shall be
prepared until a special appropriation has been made
therefor or for such project, except as otherwise
provided in section three or section four.

56
57

58

59
Section 2. No obligation shall be incurred or pay-

ment made for the preparation of plans or specifica-
tions for any project defined in section one without
the approval of the commission, and no construction
of any such project shall be undertaken until plans,
specifications and contracts therefor shall have been
approved by the commission, and no alterations to
said plans, specifications or contracts shall be made
without like approval. The commission may, from
time to time, examine the quality of construction of

60

61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68

69
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70 any project for which the commission has approved
71 the plans, specifications and contracts and may re-

-72 quire that the work be performed in compliance with
73 said plans, specifications, contracts and approved
74 alterations thereto.
75 Section 3. The commission, with the approval
76 of the governor, upon recommendation of the com-
-77 mission on administration and finance, may accept
78 on behalf of the commonwealth any federal funds or
79 federal assistance, or both, for financing the cost
80 of such plans and specifications as the commission
81 may deem necessary in order to carry out any provi-
-82 .sion of this chapter.
83 Section J+. If federal appropriations are authorized
84 for aiding in the construction of state projects, the
85 commission, with the approval of the governor,
86 upon recommendation of the commission on ad-
-87 ministration and finance, may make applications
88 for federal funds or federal assistance, or both, and,
89 with the approval of the governor, accept any such
90 federal funds or federal assistance, or both, in the
91 name of the commonwealth. Such projects shall
92 be carried out in all respects subject to the provisions
93 of the appropriate federal law providing for con-
-94 struction of such projects, and the rules and regula-
-95 tions made pursuant thereto, and to such terms,
96 conditions, rules and regulations, not inconsistent
97 with such federal laws, rules and regulations, as
98 said commission may establish, with the approval
99 of the governor, to ensure the proper execution of

100 said projects.
101 Section 5. The commission may request and shall
102 receive from the several offices, departments, boards
103 and commissions of the commonwealth such as-
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104 sistance as it may require in carrying out the pur-
-105 poses of this chapter.

1 Section 4. Of the appointive members of the
2 Massachusetts public building commission first ap-
-3 pointed under this act, one shall be appointed for a
4 term of one year, one for a term of three years, one
5 for a term of five years and one for a term of seven
6 years.

1 Section 5. Each of the employees of the emer-
-2 gency public works commission, as existing immedi-
-3 ately prior to the effective date of this act, is hereby
4 transferred to the service of the Massachusetts
5 public building commission without impairment
6 of any retirement or other rights to which he may
7 be entitled, and shall continue to hold the equivalent
8 office or position then held by him, and he shall be
9 subjected to a non-competitive qualifying exami-

-10 nation for such office or position by the division of
11 civil service. If he passes said examination, he shall
12 be certified for said office or position and shall be
13 deemed to be permanently appointed thereto without
14 serving any probationary period, and his tenure of
15 office shall be unlimited, subject, however, to chapter
16 thirty-one of the General Laws and the rules and
17 regulations made thereunder.

1 Section 6. The existence of the emergency public
2 works commission, established by section one of chap-
-3 ter three hundred and sixty-five of the acts of nine-
-4 teen hundred and thirty-three, as most recently ex-
-5 tended by section three of chapter five hundred and
6 seventeen of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-
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7 three, is hereby terminated. All of the powers,
8 duties and obligations of the emergency public
9 works commission are hereby transferred to and

10 shall be exercised and performed by the Massachu-
-11 setts public building commission, but only in so far
12 as necessary to exercise such powers and duties in
13 order to complete such obligations already incurred,
14 whether to be performed presently or hereafter.
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