
SENATE .... No. 618
[Senate, No. 618. Offered by Senator Peirce.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

Resolutions memorializing congress for the passage
OF THE REED BILL, SO CALLED.

Whereas, One fifth of the population of the Common-
wealth is affected by, and to a greater or lesser degree is
dependent upon, passenger service on the lines of the Old
Colony Railroad which operates between the city of Bos-
ton and the principal cities and towns of southeastern
Massachusetts; and

Whereas, The complete discontinuance and abandon-
ment of such passenger service on the lines of the Old
Colony Railroad is threatened under a plan of reorganiza-
tion for the New Haven and Old Colony railroads, which
plan has been approved by the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission and the United States Circuit Court of Appeals,
the granting of a writ of certiorari by the supreme court
being the only hope of judicial relief; and

Whereas, There is now pending in the Congress of the
United States a bill known as the Reed Bill (H. R. 3237)
which, if enacted into law, will nullify the said plan of
reorganization and thus remove the threat of discontinu-
ance of passenger service on the said Old Colony Railroad;
and

Whereas, Great investments in industrial and com-
mercial enterprises, hotels and homes have been made in
southeastern Massachusetts in the expectation that the
passenger service on the Old Colony lines be maintained,
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as provided in the charter granted to the Old Colony
Railroad by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and
the discontinuance and abandonment of said passenger
service would constitute a tragic injustice to said citizens
of Massachusetts: therefore be it

Resolved, That the Senate of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts respectfully urges the Congress of the
United States to enact into law the substance of the
Reed Bill, so called (H. R. 3237); and be it further

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent forth-
with by the Secretary of the Commonwealth to the
President of the United States, to the presiding officer
of each branch of Congress and to the members thereof
from this Commonwealth.


