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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In compliance with General Laws, chapter 30, section 
33, as amended, I have the honor to submit herewith, on 
behalf of the State Planning Board, and by its direction, 
such portions of its annual report as involve recommenda
tions for legislative action, together with drafts of bills 
embodying the legislation recommended. These drafts 
have been seasonably submitted to the Counsel of the 
House of Representatives for advice and assistance as 
to form thereof.

ELISABETH M. HERLIHY,
Chairman, State Planning Board.
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RECOMMENDATIONS.

Su b d iv isio n  C o n tr o l .

As a means of enforcing municipal subdivision control, 
the Board of Survey Act and the Improved Planning 
Enabling Act prohibit the recording in the Registry of 
Deeds of plans showing proposed ways unless such plans 
have been approved by the existing Board of Survey or 
the new-type Planning Board.

The provisions of these acts do not, however, expressly 
apply to the filing of plans in the Land Court, and ac
cordingly the limitations on recording are not completely 
effective. Furthermore, there is no express procedure 
established for determining that the ways shown on a 
plan are proposed ways within the context of the acts, 
and that therefore the plans should have local approval.

Accordingly, the State Planning Board is filing a bill 
to clarify and extend the effectiveness of the existing regu
lations relative to the recording of plans of land involving 
ways.

R e im b u r se m e n t  of M u n ic ip a l it ie s .

Three flood control dams and reservoirs have been 
constructed or are now under construction in Massachu
setts by the New England Division Corps of Engineers, 
United States War Department, and legislation has pro
vided for payments by the Commonwealth to those 
municipalities affected, in reimbursement for loss of taxes 
by reason of property taken for flood control.

Two other flood control dams and reservoirs are under 
favorable consideration, one at Barre Falls on the Ware 
River and one at Buffumville on the French River, and 
others are being studied. Therefore the State Planning 
Board is filing a bill to provide in the same way and for 
the same purpose for those municipalities which would
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otherwise suffer loss of taxes when these flood projects 
are carried out.

H arbors  and  W a t e r w a y s .

Certain harbors and waterways in the Commonwealth 
have been recommended for improvement, and while 
the federal government will pay the larger portion of 
the expense of these improvements, certain local contribu
tions must be provided by the Commonwealth and the 
municipality benefited.

In order that these operations may be carried out when 
federal funds are provided, the State Planning Board is 
filing a resolve relative to these harbor and waterway 
improvements.

T  RANSPO RTATION.

Although transportation, whether by highway, by air, 
or by rapid transit, is one of the major considerations of 
the State Planning Board, and while recommendations 
relative thereto have been the subject of legislative bills 
in preceding years, it seems advisable at the present time 
to rest upon reports already presented for which the 
State Planning Board is in whole or in part responsible 
and those which will be available during the legislative 
year. For that reason no special bill is being introduced 
by the State Planning Board at this time.

Ocean  B e a c h e s .

The State Planning Board has filed bills in years past 
for the acquisition by the Commonwealth of certain ocean 
beaches so that they may be preserved for the benefit of 
the people of Massachusetts and the many visitors to our 
shores.

The Board feels just as strongly as ever the desirability 
of acquiring these beaches, but is not filing any legisla
tion this year for that purpose until the highway program 
is determined and the availability of suitable access roads 
made clear.
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