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€f)t Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts

MEMORANDUM OF COMMISSIONER OF COR
PORATIONS AND TAXATIO N  PURSUANT TO 
GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 3, SECTION 7, AS 
AMENDED, W ITH  RESPECT TO PETITION  
OF JOHN L. GRANDIN AND ANOTHER THAT 
THE OLD SOUTH SOCIETY IN BOSTON BE 
AUTHORIZED TO AD D  TO ITS M EM BERSHIP 
PERSONS WHO ARE NOT PROPRIETORS OF 
PEWS.

D e c e m b e r  8 ,  1947.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The above-named petition was transmitted to me by 
the Clerk of the House December 1, 1947.

Old South Society in Boston was created a corporation 
by chapter 229 of the Acts of 1845 under the title of Old 
South Church. The present title was assumed under 
chapter 88 of the Acts of 1859. Other acts affecting the 
corporation are Acts of 1872, chapter 368, and Acts 
of 1874, chapter 270.

The present proposal affects the membership of the 
corporation and in view of the act of incorporation it is 
my opinion that the object sought cannot be accomplished 
under the General Laws. No fee is required by General 
Laws, chapter 3, section 7.

No opinion is herein expressed upon the merits of the 
bill.

Respectfully submitted,

H EN RY F. LONG,
Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation.
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By Mr. Winslow of Cambridge, petition (accompanied by bill, 
House, No. 137) of John L. Grandin and another that the Old South 
Society in Boston be authorized to add to its membership persons 
who are not proprietors of pews. Mercantile Affairs.

Cbe CommontoealtJ) of 0@assaclnisetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

A n  A ct  to  e n a b l e  t h e  o ld  s o u t h  s o c ie t y  in  boston

TO ADD TO ITS MEMBERSHIP PERSONS WHO ARE NOT 

PROPRIETORS OF PEWS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Se c t io n  1. The members of the religious society
2 now having the corporate name of Old South Society
3 in Boston, incorporated by chapter two hundred and
4 twenty-nine of the acts of eighteen hundred and forty-
5 five under the name of Old South Church in Boston 
G which name was changed to Old South Society in
7 Boston by chapter eighty-eight of the acts of eighteen
8 hundred and fifty-nine, shall after the effective date of
9 this act include, in addition to proprietors of pews in

10 the Old South Meeting-house in Boston, such other
11 persons as the members for the time being of the said
12 Old South Society in Boston shall from time to time
13 elect to membership for such term and subject to such
14 conditions as the by-laws of said society shall prescribe.
15 The corporation as so constituted shall have all the
16 powers and privileges and shall be subject to all the
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17 duties, liabilities and restrictions contained in the act
18 of incorporation as heretofore amended.

1 Section 2. This act shall take full effect on its
2 acceptance by vote of the said Old South Society in
3 Boston at its annual meeting or at any other meeting
4 called for the purpose and held before January first,
5 nineteen hundred and forty-nine, and the filing with 
ti the state secretary of a certified copy of said vote, but 
7 not otherwise.
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