
HOUSE No. 144

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE ARM O RY COM M IS
SION RELATIVE TO THE ERECTION OF 
NEW ARMORIES IN CERTAIN  CITIES AND 
TOWNS, AND RELATIVE TO CERTAIN  M A T
TERS PERTAINING TO THE CONSTRUC
TION, REPAIR, EQUIPM ENT AN D USE O f 
ARMORIES.

¡Military Affairs and Public Safety.]

T he  C o m m o n w ea lth  of  M a s s a c h u s e t t s , M il it a e y  D iv is io n , 
T h e  A jd u t a n t  G e n e r a l ’s O f f ic e ,

280 St a t e  H o u s e , B o st o n , December 1, 1947.

To the Honorable General Court of Massachusetts.

In compliance with chapter 49, Resolves of 1947, the 
Armory Commission submits the following report on the 
various items contained therein: —

1. Use op A rm ories  b y  V e t e r a n s ’ O r g a n iza tio n s  
for C e r t a in  A th letic  P u r po se s .

(a) Prior to World War II the National Guard of this 
Commonwealth had an approximate strength of 11,000 
officers and men. In 1946 the then Governor, as Com- 
mander-in-Chief, accepted on behalf of the State a quota 
of 27,563 officers and men. During the past ten years 
no new armories have been built, and although a con
struction program, covering a five-year period, has been 
presented to your honorable body, several years will 
elapse before this will get under way because of the finan
cial condition of the Commonwealth.

(5) At the present time, all armories are overcrowded 
and in need of repairs and alterations to relieve the
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crowded conditions existing in each. Every armory is 
presently housing twice as many units as it did in 1940. 
This condition is necessary because of increased quota.

(c) The Armory Commission would like to further 
point out that continued use of armories by outside 
organizations will require increased funds from the Legis
lature to maintain and care for these armories.

(d) In viewr of the above facts, the Armory Commis
sion is reluctant at this time to report favorably upon the 
use of state armories for athletic purposes by veterans’ 
organizations.

2. R ecom m en dation s  as  to A rm ory  C onstruction 
a t  G a r d n e r , M id d lebo ro u g h , M elrose , South 
B oston , P a l m e r , B oston  and  E ast  B oston.

(a) Gardner and Melrose.
Units of the National Guard are presently, and have 

been for years, quartered in buildings which are not suit
able for armory purposes. The Melrose City Hall, which 
houses the unit stationed there, is wholly inadequate for 
military purposes. No garage facilities are available, and 
the federal authorities consented to this location only 
because of the spirit of co-operation manifested by the 
city officials, and with the understanding that steps would 
be taken by the Armory Commission to provide suitable 
quarters at an early date. The Commission is of the 
opinion that armories in these cities are a vital necessity.

(b) Middleborough.
At the present time there is no unit of the National 

Guard located in this town, but plans call for a unit of 
the Anti-aircraft Brigade to be stationed and activated 
in Middleborough within the next few months.

(c) Palmer.
No unit of the National Guard is located at Palmer, nor 

is it contemplated to activate a unit in this town. It is 
not the policy of this Commission to consider construc
tion plans in any location not having such a unit.
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(d) Boston, East Boston and South Boston.

While there are no units of the National Guard in 
East Boston and South Boston, the number of recruits 
enlisting at the Boston armories from these two localities 
indicates that the erection of armory facilities there would 
alleviate to a great degree the overcrowded conditions in 
existing armory facilities. The same solution applies to 
the new armory location in Boston.

3. H ouse D ocument  No. 1907 r e l a t iv e  to the C on 
struction, R e pair  and  E q u ipm en t  of A r m o r ie s .

The substance of this bill was included in chapter 318 
of the Acts of 1947, approved May 2, 1947, which reads 
as follows: —

Chapter 33 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out 
section 36, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 425 of the acts of 1939, 
and inserting in place thereof the following section: —

Section 36. To meet the expenses incurred under sections thirty- 
three, thirty-four and thirty-five, or any of them, the armory com
mission may expend such amounts as are' appropriated therefor by 
the general court, together with such armory loan funds as may from 
time to time be authorized specifically by the general court, and may 
accept from the federal government, and may expend, subject to 
appropriation, any funds or contributions toward the erection, altera
tion or maintenance of, or the making of any addition to, any armory 
or facility or installation; provided, that all title, interest and control 
therein remains vested in the commonwealth.

W ILLIAM  H. HARRISON, j r .,
The Adjutant General, 

Chairman, Armory Commission.

PATRICK T. M acQUEENEY,
State Quartermaster.

W ILLIAM  I. ROSE,
Commanding General, %6th Infantry Division.




