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By Mr. Vaughan of Belmont, petition of the Middlesex County 
Employees’ Association for legislation to regulate further the work 
hours of certain persons employed by counties. Counties.

Cj)e Commontoealtl) of egassacijusetta

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An A ct f u r t h e r  r e g u l a t in g  t h e  w o r k  h o u r s  o f

CERTAIN PERSONS EMPLOYED BY COUNTIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 40 of chapter 149 of the General Laws, as
2 amended, is hereby amended further by striking
3 out said section 40 and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section: —
5 Section 1+0. Notwithstanding any other provisions
6 of this chapter or other general or special law, the
7 service of all persons who, on the effective date of this
8 section or thereafter, are employed by counties is
9 hereby restricted to five days in any one week, and

10 to such hours in any one week, not less than thirty-
11 seven and one half hours, except in the case of part-
12 time employment, nor more than forty hours, and
13 with like hours for like grades, as may be determined
14 by the county commissioners with the approval of
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15 the county personnel board; provided, that this
16 section shall not apply to elected officers, appointees
17 of the governor, heads of departments and divisions
18 and their deputies and assistants. All service in
19 excess of forty hours in any one week rendered by an
20 employee subject to this section at the request of
21 any officer of a county or other person whose duty
22 it is to employ, direct, or control such employee
23 shall be compensated for as overtime work in ac-
24 cordance with the pertinent rule or rules set up by
25 the county personnel board. This section shall not
26 prevent sheriffs, superintendents, or executive officers
27 from requiring the services of any person in any
28 emergency where the health or safety of patients or
29 inmates would otherwise be endangered, or in any
30 extraordinary emergency, or the apprehending of an
31 escaped inmate.
32 The basic compensation of persons subject to this
33 act, established upon its effective date, shall not be
34 reduced by reason of any provision of this act, nor
35 shall this act be construed as increasing the hours of
36 labor of any persons subject thereto who, on its
37 effective date, were required to work less than forty
38 hours in any one week.


