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By Mr. Driscoll of Boston, petition of Charles D. Driscoll for legis
lation to permit special justices of the.municipal court of the city 
of Boston to sit in the Superior Court in certain criminal cases. The 
Judiciary.

CJ)e Commontoealtb of ^assacftuoettg

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

A n  A ct  p e r m it t in g  a  s p e c ia l  j u s t ic e  o f  t h e  m u n ic ip a l

COURT OF THE CITY OF BOSTON TO SIT IN THE SUPERIOR 

COURT AT THE TRIAL OR DISPOSITION OF CERTAIN 

CRIMINAL CASES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Se c t io n  1. Chapter 469 of the acts of 1923 is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 1, as amended
3 by section 1 of chapter 485 of the acts of 1924, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following: —
5 Section 1. A justice of a district court, except the
6 municipal court of the city of Boston, or a special
7 justice of said municipal court, shall, at the written
8 request of the chief justice of the superior court, sit
9 in the superior court at the trial or disposition with

10 or without a jury in any part of the commonwealth
11 of any violation of a by-law, order, ordinance, rule
12 or regulation made by a city or town or public officer
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13 or of any misdemeanor except conspiracy or libel, and
14 during the continuance of such request shall have and
15 exercise all the powers and duties which a justice of
16 the superior court has and may exercise in the trial
17 and disposition of such cases; provided, that no
18 justice or special justice so sitting shall act in a case in
19 which he has either sat or held an inquest in the dis-
20 trict court, or otherwise has an interest.

1 S e c t io n  2. Section 3 of said chapter 469 is hereby
2 amended by inserting after the word “ justice” in
3 line 1 the words: —  or special justice, — so as to read
4 as follows: — Section 3. When a justice or special
5 justice of a district court sits in the superior court as
6 above provided, the fact of his holding court and the
7 request of the chief justice of the superior court shall
8 be entered upon the general records of the court but
9 need not be stated in the record of any case heard by 

10 said district court justice.

1 Section 3. Section 4 of said chapter 469, as
2 amended by chapter 367 of the acts of 1930, is hereby
3 further amended by inserting after the first sentence
4 the following sentence: —  Special justices of the
5 municipal court of the city of Boston when sitting in
6 the superior court as herein provided shall receive
7 from the commonwealth, upon certificate of the chief
8 justice of the superior court, the amount of expenses
9 incurred by them in the discharge of their duties in

10 connection with such sessions and also compensation
11 for each court day at the rate of forty dollars a day.


