
HOUSE No. 865

By Mr. Barras of Goshen, petition of the Massachusetts Select
men’s Association, Inc., relative to restoring the application of the 
settlement law to the granting of aid to dependent children. Public 
Welfare.

C t)e  C o m m o n to e a ltJ)  o f e p a s s a c fju s e tts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An A ct to  r e s t o r e  t h e  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t

LAW TO THE GRANTING OF AID TO DEPENDENT CHILDREN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 2 of chapter 118 of the General
2 Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 415 of
3 the acts of 1946, is hereby further amended by striking
4 out, in the 9th to 14th lines, inclusive, the words
5 “ (1) such child has resided in the commonwealth
6 one year immediately preceding the application for
7 such aid, or (2) such child was born within the com-
8 monwealth within one year immediately preceding
9 such application, if its mother has resided in the com-

10 monwealth for one year immediately preceding the
11 birth.”  and inserting in place thereof the following: —
12 such child or parent has a legal settlement in the com-
13 monwealth, — also by striking out in the 21st line
14 the words “ in the commonwealth or” , —-so that the
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15 first two sentences of said section will read as follows:—■
16 In every town the board of public welfare, subject to
17 the supervision of the department and in compliance
18 with the rules and regulations adopted by the depart-
19 ment pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, shall
20 aid every parent in properly bringing up, in his or her
21 own home, each dependent child if such parent is fit
22 to bring up such child, but no aid shall be granted
23 under this chapter for or on account of any child
24 unless such child or parent has a legal settlement in
25 the commonwealth. The aid furnished shall be suf-
26 ficient to enable such parent to bring up such child
27 or children properly in his or her own home, and shall
28 be in an amount to be determined in accordance with
29 budgetary standards as approved by the department,
30 and shall be granted from the date of application
31 therefor, and no person shall be denied aid under this
32 chapter because of the lack of a legal settlement in
33 the town from which such aid is requested.

1 Se c t io n  2. Section 6 of said chapter 118, as most
2 recently amended by chapter 491 of the acts of 1943,
3 is hereby further amended by adding at the end
4 thereof the following: —
5 If the child or parent has no settlement in the town
6 rendering aid under this chapter, but has such settle-
7 ment in another town in the commonwealth, the
8 town of settlement shall reimburse the town render-
9 ing such aid to the extent to which it is not otherwise 

10 reimbursed under this section.


