
HOUSE No. 1066
By Mr. Collins of Boston, petition of John F. Collins for legislation 

to provide for the destruction of ragweed and certain other species of 
weed, plant or growth for the purpose of aiding in the suppression or 
alleviation of hay fever. Public Health.

Cljc Commornnealrf) of e^assacluisetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An Act to provide for the  destruction of ragweed 
and certain other species of w ee d , plant or 
growth for the  purpose of aiding in  the  su ppres
sion or alleviation of hay fev er , so called.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 111 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section 142, under the title  su p-
3 PRESSION OR ALLEVIATION OF HAY FEVER, the follow-
4 ing new section: -
5 Section UfiA . (a) Whenever there shall be grow-
6 ing on any property any ragweed or other species of
7 weed, plant or growth which is determined by the
8 board of health of the city or town wherein such
9 property is located to be noxious or detrimental to

10 the public health, or the seed, pollen or other emana-
11 tion whereof, when carried through the air or other-
12 wise dispersed, is so determined to be noxious or
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13 detrimental to the public health, such board shall
14 declare that the existence of such growth is a nuisance
15 or danger to the public health, and shall thereupon
16 order the same to be removed, destroyed or otherwise
17 abated.
18 (b) The board shall order the destruction of such
19 weeds, plants or growths and the disposition thereof
20 by posting a copy of such order conspicuously on the
21 property where such noxious weeds, plants or growths
22 are found, requiring the destruction or other disposi-
23 tion thereof as shall be directed by such order. The
24 posting of such order shall be sufficient notice of such
25 order to the owner, lessee, occupant of, or principal
26 person or persons interested in such property of the
27 nuisance created by such weeds, plants or growths.
28 (c) If any such order is not complied with, or so far
29 complied with as the board shall regard as reasonable,
30 within five days after service, or within a shorter time,
31 which, in case of particular and imminent danger to
32 the public health the board may designate, the board
33 may enter upon any such property and remove and
34 destroy any weeds, plants or growths noxious ox-
35 detrimental to the public health. In removing and
36 destroying such weeds, plants or growths, the board
37 is hereby authorized to act through any division of
38 the board which the city or town may establish for the
39 purpose, authority to establish the same being hereby
40 granted. The owner of any property from which any
41 such weeds, plants or growths are so removed shall
42 reimburse the city or town for the expense of the
43 removal of such weeds, plants or growths and the
44 destruction thereof.


