
HOUSE No. 1167

By Mr. Doyle of Worcester (by request), petition of Marshall R. 
Pilil relative to notices to respondents in actions to foreclose tax titles 
and providing that such actions shall be proceedings in rem. Taxation.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An  A ct r e l a t iv e  to  n o t ic e  to  r e s p o n d e n t s  in  a c t io n s

TO FORECLOSE TAX TITLES, AND PROVIDING THAT SUCH 

ACTIONS SHALL BE PROCEEDINGS IN REM.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 66 of chapter 60 of the General Laws, as
2 last amended by section 1 of chapter 224 of the acts
3 of 1935, is hereby amended by adding at the end
4 thereof the following three new paragraphs: —
5 If, after notice has been given and the time limited
6 in such notice for the appearance of the respondents
7 has expired, the court finds that there are or may be
8 respondents not actually given notice who have not
9 appeared, or who are minors, or persons under dis-

10 ability, or unascertained, unknown or out of the
11 commonwealth, it may of its own motion, or on the
12 representation of any party, appoint a disinterested
13 person to act as guardian ad litem for any such
14 respondents. The compensation of the guardian ad
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15 litem shall be determined by the court and paid the
16 petitioner.
17 After all the respondents have been given notice as
18 hereinbefore provided and after the appointment of
19 a guardian ad litem, if such appointment has been
20 made, the court may proceed as though all respondents
21 had been actually notified.
22 Such petition shall be a proceeding in rem against
23 the land, and any decree entered as provided in section
24 sixty-nine shall operate directly on the land and have
25 the force of a release made by or on behalf of all
26 respondents of all claims adverse to the petitioner’s
27 title.


