HOUSE

No. 1347

By Mr. Connolly of Boston, petition of Timothy A. Donnelly for
legislation to create a board of naturopathic examiners and relative
to defining its powers and duties. Public Health.

CJ)e Commontoealtj) of e©ass acini setts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.
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LICENSE AND REGULATE THE

PRACTICE OF NATUROPATHIC PHYSICIANS IN THE COM
MONWEALTH

OF

MASSACHUSETTS,

AND

TO

PROVIDE

PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION OF THIS ACT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, asfollmos:

1

Section 1.

There is hereby created and estab-

2 lished a board to be known as the Massachusetts
3 state board of naturopathic examiners, hereinafter
4 referred to as the board.
1

Section 2.

The governor shall within thirty days

2 after the effective date of this act appoint the mem3 bers of said board and shall appoint their successors
4 as hereinafter set forth.
1

Section 3.

The board shall be composed of five

2 full course graduate naturopathic doctors who shall
3 have resided and practiced in our commonwealth for

9
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4 five years preceding their appointment, not more
5 than two naturopathic physicians being appointed
6 from any one school.

The term of office of the mem-

7 bers first appointed shall be as follows: One shall be
8 appointed for a term of one year, two for a term of
9 two years and two for a term of three years, and
10 thereafter each of their successors shall be appointed
11 for a term of three years; and the members of the
12 board shall hold office until their successors shall be
13 appointed and qualified. N o person shall be appointed
14 to the board who is an officer or employee of, or
15 who is financially interested in, any school, college or
16 institution of medicine, surgery, osteopathy or natu17 ropathy.

Each person appointed to serve as a mem-

18 ber of said board shall within fifteen days after his
19 appointment, take and subscribe to the oath or affirma20 tion required by law, and file same in the office of the
21 secretary of state of the commonwealth.
22

The governor shall fill vacancies arising in the

23 board, by appointing for the unexpired term a new
24 member within thirty days after such vacancy occurs.
1

S e c t io n 4.

The board shall, within thirty days

2 after appointment, conduct its first meeting, at a place
3 designated b y the board, upon not less than five
4 days’ notice to the members of the board, time and
5 place thereof to be given by the secretary of state.

6 A t said meeting the board shall proceed to organize
7 and shall elect from members then composing it, a
8 president, a vice-president, a secretary and a treasurer
9 and adopt by-laws not inconsistent with this act for
10 the regulation of the affairs of the board and the
11 board shall conduct such other businesses as shall
12 have properly come before it.
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Sectio n 5.

3

The board shall have a common seal,

2 of which all courts of this state shall take judicial
3 notice.

The board may issue subpoenas to compel

4 attendance of witnesses to testify before the board
5 and administer oaths in taking testimony in any
6 matter pertaining to its duties, which subpoenas shall
7 be issued under the seal of the board and shall be
8 served in the same manner as subpoenas issued out
9 of a municipal or district court of common pleas of
10 this state, and every person who refuses to obey
11 the command of such subpoena, or who, after ap12 pearing, refuses to be sworn and testify shall, in either
13 event, be liable to a penalty of one hundred dollars
14 to be sued for in the name of the board in any court
15 of competent jurisdiction, which penalty when col16 lected shall be paid to the treasurer of the board.
17 The board shall make and adopt such rules and
18 regulations, not inconsistent with the law, as they
19 deem proper and necessary for the performance of their
20 duties.

A m ajority of the board shall constitute a

21 quorum.

The seal of the board shall be attached to

22 all licenses issued by said board.
1

Section 6.

The officers of the board shall be

2 elected by a m ajority vote of the board members for
3 a term not to exceed one year to be fixed by the by4 laws.

The members of the board shall be removable

5 for cause after open hearing.
6

The president shall preside at each meeting of the

7 board and shall be responsible for the conduct of its
8 members in the interim between meetings and shall
9 perform such other duties as the by-laws prescribe.
10

The vice-president shall preside in the absence or

11 disability of the president and shall perform the duties

4
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12 of the president and such other duties as shall be
13 prescribed by the by-laws.
14

The secretary shall keep a permanent record of

15 all meetings and proceedings of the board, such records
16 being subject to inspection upon proper reason.

He

17 shall be the custodian of all said records and shall
18 deliver the same to his successor upon expiration of
19 his term of office.

He shall perform such other

20 duties as shall be provided in the by-laws.
21

The treasurer shall have care of all funds of the

22 board and shall deposit the same in the name of the
23 board in such bank or banks as the board may desig24 nate and shall disburse the same according to the
25 provisions of this act and under such rules and regula26 tions as may be made b y the board and he shall
27 perform such other duties as the board may from
28 time to time prescribe.

He shall keep a full and

29 accurate account of receipts and disbursements in
30 books belonging to the board and shall see that all
31 expenditures are duly authorized and are evidenced
32 by proper receipts and vouchers.

He shall render

33 to the board at its regular meeting, or whenever it
34 may require, an account of all his transactions as
35 treasurer and of the financial condition of the board,
36 and he shall also make a full report of the financial
37 condition of the board at each annual meeting of
38 the board.
39

The board shall have power from time to time to

40 appoint such assistants and employees as shall be
41 necessary and to fix their compensation.
42

The board may appoint an agent, whose title

43 shall be inspector of the Massachusetts state board
44 of naturopathic examiners, who shall hold office at
45 the pleasure of the board.

Said inspector shall have
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46 power, during his term of office, to enter the office
47 of ;i naturopathic physician or any place where the
48 practice of naturopathy is carried on, or where the
49 teaching of naturopathy is being conducted, for the
50 purpose of inspecting said premises and the license
51 and registration of the naturopath, naturopaths and
52 operatives therein.
1

S e c t io n 7.

Naturopathy is hereby defined to be

2 that system of the healing arts which means “ nature
3 cure or health by natural means” and is defined as
4 the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of human
5 ailments and diseases b y means of any one or more
6 of the psychological, physical or mechanical, chemical
7 or material forces of nature, excluding drugs, surgery
8 or other artificial measures.
1

S e c tio n

8.

The original members so named to

2 said board shall have the right to issue to themselves
3 licenses to practice naturopathy in our commonwealth
4 upon each of them paying a fee of twenty-five dollars.
5

The board shall, subject to the provisions of this

6 act, issue to any qualified naturopath a license to
7 practice naturopathy in this commonwealth;

pro-

8 vided, that any license issued to any one not a citizen
9 of the United States shall be a conditional license
10 and subject to revocation by the board on expiration
11 of five years from the date granted, if the licensee
12 thereunder shall not have bceome a citizen of the
13 United States within said period.
1

S e c t io n 9.

A licensee under any such license issued

2 by said board shall have the right to practice natur3 opathy within this commonwealth and to that end

()
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4 shall have the authority to examine patients, diagnose
5 and treat by natural agencies any disease, pain, injury,
6 deficiency, deformity, ailment or physical or mental
7 condition and to prescribe and regulate the patient’s
8 dietary, sanitary and hygienic requirements; also
9 use the X -ray and any other instrument for the pur10 pose of diagnosing, analyzing and determining the
11 patient’s ailment, and to display with his or her name
12 the title “ D o cto r” or “ D r.” except, when so doing,
13 the word “ N aturopath” or words “ Doctor of Natur14 opath y”

or

“ Philosopher

of

Naturopathy”

or

15 “ Master of N aturopathy” , “ Naturopathic Physi16 cian” , “ Bachelor of Science of Naturopathy” or in
17 lieu thereof the letters “ N .D .” , “ P h .N .” , “ M .N.” ,
18 “ N .P .” , or “ B .S.N .” shall be used in connection
19 therewith; also shall have the right and privilege to sign
20 all certificates, as is granted to practitioners of other
21 branches of the healing arts, as well as in all matters
22 pertaining to public health welfare and to have the
23 right to employ nurses and to employ the aid of assist24 ants.
1

S e c t io n

10.

Each application for a license shall

2 be filed with the secretary of the board not less than
3 fifteen days before the date of examination and upon
4 application forms supplied by the board. Each person
5 making such application shall submit an examination
6 fee of twenty-five dollars with his application; said
7 fee shall not be returned to an applicant who is ac8 cepted by the board for examination.

Affidavits of

9 two reputable citizens of the United States, who are
10 residents of

the commonwealth,

attesting to the

11 good moral character of the applicant shall be filed
12 with the application for examination, together with

1948.]
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13 two recent photographs of the applicant.

Such appli-

14 cant shall present a photostatic copy of his diploma
15 which conferred upon him the degree of doctor of
16 naturopathy.
17

The board shall have the power and authority to

18 name the branches of naturopathy and its allied
19 sciences in which the applicant shall be examined,
20 and shall hold written or oral examinations or both,
21 at the discretion of the board, not inconsistent with
22 the definitions of this act.
23

At such time and place as the board shall have

24 designated, the applicant shall appear before said
25 board to be examined.

Any person applying for an

26 examination before this board shall not be required
27 to take an examination before any other board in
28 any of the subjects included in this act.

Only the

29 Massachusetts state board of naturopathic examiners
30 shall be eligible to properly examine and grade the
31 competency of candidates for a license to practice
32 naturopathy in this common-wealth.

The secretary

33 of the board shall give written notice by letter to
34 all applicants for examination as to the time and place
35 of the next meeting of the board when examinations
36 will be held, said notice to be given not less than five
37 days after receipt of the application.

All applications

38 for examination shall be signed by the applicant and
39 sworn to before a notary public.
1

S e c tio n 11.

No license to practice naturopathy in

2 our commonwealth shall be granted by the board
3 except to an applicant who shall have passed an
4 examination as herein provided.

The board shall

5 conduct two examinations for license in each year.
6 One during the third week of June and one during
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7 the third week in October of each year, and such

8 examinations shall be conducted in the Gardner
9 auditorium or some equivalent room within our
10 state house in Boston, and all applicants whose
11 applications have been approved by the board shall
12 be notified as to the time, date and place when
13 such examination will be held.

In case of necessity

14 the board may hold special examinations at times
15 other than mentioned above and the board shall give
16 due notice to applicants of such and as to the date,
17 place and time when such examination will be held.
18 The duration of each examination shall cover a period
19 of two days consecutively.
20

The first day of each examination shall be devoted

21 to examining applicants in the standard basic science
22 subjects of (1) anatomy, (2) physiology, (3)chemistry,
23 (4) bacteriology and (5) pathology.

The second day

24 of the examination shall consist of examinations in
25 the subjects of (1) symptomatology’, (2) diagnosis,
26 (3) hygiene, (4) sanitation, (5) dietetics, (6) histology,
27 (7) first aid, (8) philosophy and science and practice
28 of

naturopathy,

(9)

physiotherapy,

29 therapy, (11) chromotherapy,

(10)

electro-

(12) psychotherapy,

30 (13) hydrotherapy and (14) such other subjects as
31 the board may require to be within the scope of
32 naturopathy as defined in section seven of this act
33 with the exception of materia medica and major
34 surgery.
35

Each applicant shall be designated by a number

36 instead of his name, in a book kept by the secretary
37 of the board for the purpose, so that the identity of
38 the applicant will not be disclosed to the members
39 of the board until after his examination papers are
40 graded.

A license shall be granted to each person

H O U SE — No. 1347.

1948.]

9

41 who correctly answers seventy-five per centum of all
42 questions asked and also correctly answers at least
43 sixty per centum of the questions of any one branch
44 or subject of the examination.

Such license shall

45 at all times be displayed conspicuously in the office
46 of the person to whom issued.

In the event of failure

47 on examination, the applicant may, without losing
48 credits for subjects passed and without another fee,
49 take a second examination; provided,

that such

50 applicant shall, not less than ten days before the
51 date of the next examination, notify the board of
52 his intention to take the examination.
1

Section 12.

No license to practice naturopathy

2 in the commonwealth shall be granted by the board
3 except upon proving to the satisfaction of the board
4 that the applicant has the following requirements: —
5

(a) That he is a citizen of the United States or

6 that he has filed his declaration so to become.
7

(b) That he is of good moral character.

8

(c) That is twenty-one years of age or older.

9

(d) That he has obtained an academic education

10 consisting of a four-year course of study in an ap11 proved public or private high school, or the equivalent
12 thereof, and approved by the state commissioner of
13 education.

One year in an accredited college of

14 arts and science shall be required prior to enrolling
15 in a naturopathic college becoming effective after
16 December thirty-first, nineteen hundred and forty17 nine, and two years in a college of arts and science
18 be coming effective after December thirty-first, nine19 teen hundred and fifty-three.
20

(e) That he is a full course resident graduate of a

21 legally incorporated and recognized school, college,

10

H O U SE — N o. 1347.

[Jan.

22 university or institute of naturopathy, which in the
23 opinion of the board was in good standing at the
24 time of his graduation, and which has been inspected
25 and approved by the board and has satisfactorily
26 completed therein four years of eight months each
27 taken consecutively or taken in separate calendar
28 years and that the course taught in such approved
29 institution

teaching

30 eluded: — Anatomy,

naturopathy
physiology,

shall

have

in-

symptomatology,

31 pathology, bacteriology, chemistry, dietetics, hygiene,
32 first aid, sanitation, neurology, diagnosis, gynecology,
33 principles and practice of naturopathy, toxicology,
34 physiotherapy, hydrotherapy, chromotherapy, electro35 therapy, phytotherapy and such other subjects as
36 the board may require within the scope of natural
37 healing, with the exception of materia medica and
38 major surgery; provided, however, that any natur39 opathic

graduate

practicing

naturopathic in our

40 commonwealth, and a resident of this commonwealth
41 at the time of the passage of this act and who can meet
42 the requirements set forth in this section and who upon
43 proper application furnished to the board within
44 sixty days after the organization of the first board
45 appointed under this act and verified, and who
46 presents to the board a certificate proving that he
47 has completed a review course of study of not less
48 than one hundred hours in the subjects enumerated
49 below in this section, and that said review course
50 shall be approved by the board showing that the
51 applicant

comes

under

this special section class

52 herein contained, shall upon the payment of a fee
53 of twenty-five dollars be granted permission to take
54 an examination before said board in the following
55 subjects: Anatomy, physiology, pathology, chemistry,
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56 bacteriology, dietetics, diagnosis, sanitation, hygiene,
57 first aid, and such other subjects as the board may
58 deem proper within the scope of naturopathy, and who
59 shall correctly answer seventy-five per centum of all
60 questions asked so that said board may determine
61 the applicant’s qualifications and right to a license
62 under this special class; but any person who fails to
63 apply for the same within ninety days after the
64 approval of this act forfeits all claim to an examina65 tion for a license under this special section and shall
66 have to comply with the provisions set forth in the
67 beginning of this section in order to procure a license
68 to

practice

naturopathy

in

our

commonwealth;

69 provided, however, that any graduate of a recognized
70 school or college of naturopathy, approved b y the
71 board, who can produce satisfactory evidence of
72 having graduated prior to the passage of this act,
73 and who was a resident of this state at the time and
74 who is in the military or naval service of the United
75 States at the time of passage of this act, shall be
76 eligible to be licensed under this section as though
77 it has not ceased to operate.

This proviso shall

78 become inoperative after one year following the final
79 termination of international hostilities.
1

Section 13.

The board shall keep an official register

2 of all applicants for a license to practice naturopathy
3 in Massachusetts.

The register shall show the name,

4 age, last place of residence of each applicant and of
5 the time he spent in obtaining a competent academic
6 and naturopathic education and the name and loca7 tion of all professional schools and colleges of the
8 healing arts that he attended or graduated from as
9 well as all licensing boards which have granted the

12
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The register

11 shall show whether the applicant was licensed or
12 rejected under this act, and such register shall be
13 prima facie evidence of all matters herein contained.
1

S ection ' 14.

Each person licensed under this act

2 shall have his license or certificate or certified copy
3 thereof recorded with the county clerk of the county
4 in which he resides or commences to practice, and
5 said clerk shall record said license or certificate and
6 enter a memorandum thereof showing the date of the
7 license and name and address of the licensee and the
8 date of filing in a book to be kept for that purpose and
9 for such registry the said clerk shall receive the sum
10 of one dollar.

If any such licensee shall move to

11 another county and commence practice in another
12 county, he shall file in the county clerk’s office a
13 certified copy of his registration in the county from
14 which he moved and the clerk of the county into
15 which said licensee shall move shall thereupon file
16 the same with like effect as if the same were an original
17 license and shall be entitled to a fee of one dollar
18 therefor.

Upon registry or reregistry as aforesaid,

19 the licensee shall make an affidavit that he is the
20 person described in the license in question.

Upon

21 death of licensee or upon the revocation or suspension
22 of a license in such county, the county clerk shall
23 enter at an appropriate place in the records kept by
24 him, a memorandum of the fact of death, revocation,

25 suspension or removal from the county.
26

On November first of each year, the clerk of each

27 county shall report to the secretary of the board
28 with a list showing all registrations of naturopathic
29 licenses registered in his office during the preceding

H O U SE — No. 1347.

1948.]

13

30 year, together with a list stating the names and
31 addresses of all licensees shown on his record to
32 have clied or removed from the county or whose licenses
33 have been revoked during said period.

The secretary

34 of the board shall, upon the revocation of a license
35 by the board or by any court of competent juris36 diction within the commonwealth, inform in writing
37 the clerk of each county of the state to this effect
38 and the clerk of each county shall make a record
39 of same in the proper book kept for this purpose.
1

Section ' 15.

The board may, by a majority vote,

2 refuse to grant a license under this act, or it may
3 revoke or suspend any license granted hereunder
4 for the following causes: — Conviction of the charge
5 of chronic and persistent inebriety, of the practice
6 of criminal abortion of the crime involving moral
7 turpitude, the false advertising of special ability to
8 treat or cure incurable diseases, or of the presentation
9 to this board, for the purpose of procuring a license
10 to practice naturopathy in this state, any naturo11 pathic diploma, certificate or credentials which shall
12 have been procured, signed or issued under unlawful
13 or fraudulent representation, or the procuring of a
14 license to practice naturopathy in this state through
15 fraud of any kind.

Before a license is revoked the

16 accused shall be furnished with a copy of the charges
17 against him and be given an opportunity to be heard
18 before said board in person or by attorney.
19

Any person whose license has been revoked by the

20 board shall surrender his license certificate to the
21 secretary of the board immediately and any photo22 static copy of the same shall be immediately removed
23 from his office or place where he may have carried

14
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The board, at any

25 time after the expiration of one year, may recon26 sider the restoration of license to any person whose
27 license was revoked or suspended; provided, the cause
28 for Avhich said license was revoked had been eliminated,
29 and in this reconsideration, the majority of the board
30 vote shall be the deciding factor.
1

S ection 16.

Each person to whom a license shall

2 hereafter be issued under the provisions of this act
3 shall register with the board on the second day of
4 January of each year, on a form provided by the
5 board, which form shall set forth the name and ad6 dress of his office and such other information as the
7 board shall deem proper; and with each application
8 for renewal of license, said applicant shall present to
9 the board a certificate accompanied with an affidavit
10 certifying that he has attended a two-day review
11 course of study in the science, art, philosophy and
12 practice of naturopathy and allied subjects, approved
13 b y the board.
14

The secretary of the board shall mail a copy foi

ls renewal application to each licensee on December first
16 of each year.

Each licensee shall pay to the board

17 an annual registry fee of ten dollars, which fee shall be
18 payable to the board and shall accompany the afore19 said application for renewal and shall be turned over
20 to the treasurer of the board.

Upon failure of a

21 licensee to file said form with the secretary or to pay
22 the annual registry fee within the time herein specified,
23 said licensee shall be subject to a penalty of twenty24 five dollars, and said penalty shall be recovered with
25 costs by the board in any action, brought in the name
26 of the board, in any court of competent jurisdiction;
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27 provided, however, that any licensee who has retired
28 from practice or who has moved to a foreign country
29 shall not be subject to said renewal fee or said penalty
30 for failure to comply with said renewal requirement of

31 this act.

Upon payment of such penalty and costs,

32 the same shall be turned over to the treasurer of
33 the board to be deposited with other funds of the

34 board.

1

S e ctio n

17.

The Massachusetts state board of

2 naturopathic examiners is hereby empowered to pass
3 upon the standing and reputability of any nature-

4 pathic school, college, university, academy or in5 stitution where the teaching of naturopathy is carried
6 on, and the right to enter and investigate and make
7 personal inspection of the same is hereby authorized.

1

Se c tio n 18.

2 sanatoriums,

All naturopathic institutions, hospitals,
treatment

rooms,

climes,

offices and

3 other places where the teaching and practice of natur-

4 opathy is conducted must be under the direct super5 vision of a licensed naturopathic physician of this

6 commonwealth.

Any violation of this section shall

7 be punished in accordance with the provisions set
8 forth for violation of the other parts of this act.

1

S ection

19.

All

persons

licensed

to

practice

2 naturopathy in this commonwealth shall be amenable
3 to the laws of this commonwealth and the ordinances

4 of the municipalities thereof in all health matters,
5 so far as the same are applicable, in the same manner
6 as other physicians are amenable to such laws and
7 ordinances.

16
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The prohibitory features of this act

2 shall not be applicable to the following: —
3

(a) A person giving first aid, assistance or relief

4 in emergency or accident cases pending the arrival
5 of a physician, surgeon or naturopath.
6

( b) Licensed medical physicians, surgeons, osteo-

7 paths, dentists, optometrists, druggists, nurses, chi8 ropodists and others; provided, however, that each
9 of the above classified practitioners do not practice
10 or attempt to practice naturopathy as set forth in
11 this act.

The practice of naturopathy shall not be

12 construed to be the practice of medicine or surgery
13 or to include the prescribing of drugs, medicines or
14 major operative surgery.
1

S e c t io n 21.

Any person of good moral character

2 licensed by a board of naturopathic examiners of
3 another state may be licensed by the board of natur4 opathic

examiners

created

and acting hereunder,

5 upon payment to the secretary of said board, after
6 proper application and approval, of a fee of fifty
7 dollars; provided, the requirements of such other
8 state from which said applicant received a license
9 were, at the time he received such license, equal to
10 the requirements set forth in this act and that said
11 applicant shall have practiced naturopathy in said
12 state, from which he received such license, for a
13 period of not less than one year after receiving such
14 license.
1

S e c t io n 22.

Any person who shall commence to

2 practice, or continue to practice, naturopathy in this
3 commonwealth for compensation or not, after the
4 effective date of this act, except as permitted by this
5 act; or any person who shall practice naturopathy
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(i under a false or assumed name; or any person who

7 shall falsely impersonate another naturopathic physi8 cian; or any person who procures or shall buy, sell
9 or obtain credentials, credits or a diploma as a doctor
10 of naturopathy, or philosopher of naturopathy, or
11 master of naturopathy or bachelor of science of
12 naturopathy, believing that such is the practice of
13 naturopathic license, record or registration through
14 fraud; or any person, company or association which
15 shall employ, for a stated salary or otherwise, anyone
16 to aid or assist any person to practice naturopathy
17 in this commonwealth without being duly licensed
18 to practice naturopathy in this commonwealth; or
19 any person who shall use the words or title, “ Naturo20 path” , “ Naturopathic” , “ N .D .” or D octor of Natur21 opathy, “ Ph.N .”

or Philosopher of Naturopathy,

22 or “ M .N .” , Master of Naturopathy, or “ B .S.N .” ,
23 Bachelor of Science of Naturopathy, or any other
24 word or title which may lead the patient or the public
25 to believe that said practitioner is engaged in the
26 practice of naturopath}', without first complying with
27 the requirements of this act; or any person who shall
28 administer any other method or methods that are
29 not naturopathy, and in so doing lead the patient or
30 public to bar any person who shall obtain a naturop31 athy; or any person who shall violate any of the pro32 visions of this act shall be liable to a penalty of not
33 less than one hundred dollars, and said penalty shall
34 be sued for and recovered b y and in the name of
35 the board and shall be turned over to the treasurer
36 of the board to be deposited with other funds of the
37 board.
1

Section 23.

Each district court is hereby em -

2 powered, upon filing of a complaint in writing, duly

18
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3 verified, alleging that any person has violated any
4 provision of this act, to issue process of the suit of
5 the board as plaintiff.

The process shall be in the

6 nature of a summons or a warrant and may issue
7 without an order of the court or judge being first ob8 tained against the person so charged.

It shall be

9 returnable in not less than five days and not more
10 than fifteen days, and shall state specifically what pro11 visions of the act are alleged to have been violated by
12 the person so charged.

In the event that the person

13 so charged shall fail to appear upon the return day
14 of the summons, the judge of the court shall make an
15 order directing that warrant for the apprehension or
16 arrest of said person shall issue and, thereupon, such
17 warrant issue shall be returnable forthwith.

Such

18 warrant shall state specifically what provision of this
19 act is alleged to have been violated by the defendant.
20 Any officer authorized to serve and execute process
21 in any court which shall have issued said summons
22 or warrant is hereby authorized to serve and execute
23 all process herein referred to.
1

S e c t io n 24.

Upon the return of such process, or

2 at any time to which trial shall be adjourned, the
3 court shall proceed in summary manner to hear
4 testimony and to give judgment in the matter with5 out the fifing of any pleadings of the plaintiff for the
6 recovery of such penalty with costs, or shall give
7 judgment for the defendant.
1

S ection 25.

If judgment be rendered for the plain-

2 tiff in any penalty action hereunder, the court shall
3 cause any defendant who refuses or neglects to pay
4 the amount of the judgment rendered against him
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5 with costs to be committed to the county jail for the
6 period of not less than twenty days and not more
7 than one hundred days.
1

S e c t io n

26.

The district court shall have the

2 power to adjourn the hearing or trial in any such
3 penalty action from time to time; provided, that the
4 adjournment shall not exceed ninety days, except in
5 cases in which a warrant shall have been issued
6 it shall be the duty of the judge of said court to detain
7 the defendant in safe custody, unless he enter into
8 bond to the board with at least one sufficient surety
9 in double the amount of penalty claimed, condi10 tioned for his appearance on the day to which the
11 hearing shall be adjourned, and thence from day to
12 day until the case is disposed of, and to abide by the
13 judgment of the court.

The bond, if forfeited, may

14 be prosecuted by the board.
1

Se c t io n 27.

In case any person shall, after convic-

2 tion of any violation of this act, be again convicted
3 for another violation thereof, or of the continuing
4 the violation of which he was previously convicted,
o he shall be liable to a penalty of from two hundred
6 dollars to five hundred dollars for each violation or
7 continuation, to be sued for and recovered in the
8 name of the board in the manner set forth in this act.
9 In case any defendant against whom judgment has
10 been recovered for a penalty of from two hundred
11 dollars to five hundred dollars shall fail or neglect to
12 pay the amount of said penalty, the court shall
13 commit him to jail in the manner above set forth for
14 a period of not less than thirty days and not more
15 than two hundred days.
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S e c t io n 28.

[Jan.

The clerk of any district court may

2 sign any process required to be issued under this act,
3 except as otherwise stated herein. The costs recovered
4 in any such proceedings shall be in the same manner

5 as costs taxed in actions in said courts, and shall
6 be recovered b y the board in the event of the convic7 tion of the defendant.

A judgment recovered for

8 the penalty under the provisions of this act in any
9 district court may be docketed in the same manner as
10 judgments in said court are docketed. Execution may
11 issue for the collection of any judgment and costs
12 against the personal property of the defendant without
13 an order obtained for that purpose.
1

S e c t io n 29.

Each member of the board shall be

2 entitled to be paid the sum of twenty-five dollars
3 a day for examinations conducted by the board and
4 shall be entitled, in addition thereto, to be com5 pensated

for their

reasonable expenses and dis-

6 bursements in performing the duties required of them
7 under this act.

In no case shall any expense of opera-

8 tion of said board be supplied by the commonwealth.
9 The operation of said board shall be maintained
10 through funds taken in through examination of
11 applicants and renewal of yearly licenses to practice
12 naturopathy in this commonwealth.
1

S e c t io n

30.

The words “ h e” or “ him” shall

2 be taken to include the feminine as well as the mascu3 line wherever the context of this act shall require such
4 interpretation.
1

S e c t io n 31.

In the event that any section, para-

2 graph, clause, sentence or part of this act shall for
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3 any reason be adjudged to be invalid by any court
4 of competent jurisdiction, such judgment shall not
5 impair the remainder hereof, but shall be confined
6 strictly in its operation to the particular clause, section,
7 paragraph or part thereof so held to be invalid.
1

S e c t io n 32.

All parts of other acts inconsistent

2 with the provisions of this act are hereby repealed.
1

Se c t io n 33.

This act shall take effect immedi-

2 ately.
STATEM EN T.
The practice of naturopathy has not, as yet, been
licensed in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, although
a large and increasing number of States have authorized
its practice. All these laws are substantially the same as
the law now proposed for this State. Several years ago
Congress passed a bill licensing the practice of naturopathy
in the District of Columbia. Similar bills have been en
acted in many jurisdictions, including the States of Cali
fornia, Florida, Connecticut, Tennessee, Oregon, Washing
ton, West Virginia, South Carolina, Utah, Wisconsin and
Arizona.
Naturopathy is a well-established and widely recog
nized science of healing. It is based upon the principles
of maintenance of health and treatment of disease by
physical methods which do not include the practice of
medicine or drugs or the performance of major surgery.
The practice of these two branches of the healing arts
is as before in the exclusive hands of the doctors of
medicine.
By the proposed bill, naturopathy is given similar
recognition as chiropractic and osteopathy.
The proposed bill defines naturopathy and contains pro
visions for licensing only qualified graduates in this field
of practice. The standards of education and skill re
quired of all applicants for license are very high, since
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2 sign any process required to be issued under this act,
3 except as otherwise stated herein. The costs recovered
4 in any such proceedings shall be in the same manner
5 as costs taxed in actions in said courts, and shall

6 be recovered b y the board in the event of the convic
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A judgment recovered for
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12 against the personal property of the defendant without
13 an order obtained for that purpose.
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for

their

reasonable

expenses and dis

6 bursements in performing the duties required of them
7 under this act.

In no case shall any expense of opera
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3 any reason be adjudged to be invalid by any court
4 of competent jurisdiction, such judgment shall not
5 impair the remainder hereof, but shall be confined
6 strictly in its operation to the particular clause, section,
7 paragraph or part thereof so held to be invalid.
1

S e c t io n 32.

All parts of other acts inconsistent

2 with the provisions of this act are hereby repealed.
1

S e c t io n 33.

This act shall take effect immedi-

2 ately.
STATEM EN T.
The practice of naturopath}’ has not, as yet, been
licensed in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, although
a large and increasing number of States have authorized
its practice. All these laws are substantially the same as
the law now proposed for this State. Several years ago
Congress passed a bill licensing the practice of naturopathy
in the District of Columbia. Similar bills have been en
acted in many jurisdictions, including the States of Cali
fornia, Florida, Connecticut, Tennessee, Oregon, Washing
ton, West Virginia, South Carolina, Utah, Wisconsin and
Arizona.
Naturopathy is a well-established and widely recog
nized science of healing. It is based upon the principles
of maintenance of health and treatment of disease b y
physical methods which do not include the practice of
medicine or drugs or the performance of major surgery.
The practice of these two branches of the healing arts
is as before in the exclusive hands of the doctors of
medicine.
By the proposed bill, naturopathy is given similar
recognition as chiropractic and osteopathy.
The proposed bill defines naturopathy and contains pro
visions for licensing only qualified graduates in this field
of practice. The standards of education and skill re
quired of all applicants for license are very high, since
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all applicants have completed a resident four-year course
in a recognized school of naturopathy and also taken an
examination in all the basic subjects embodied in the
study of other branches of the healing arts.
Under this act, those licensed to practice naturopathy
are not permitted to practice medicine or surgery and
therefore they will not interfere in any way with the
medical profession, neither will the practice of chiro
practic or osteopathy be interfered with.
The Naturopathic Board of Examiners created under
this act will be self-sustaining and therefore will not
require any support b y the Commonwealth.
It is fitting at this time that our Commonwealth fol
low the policy of such other States as mentioned above
and enact into law a naturopathic bill in order that the
naturopathic profession may regulate those practicing in
this Commonwealth and prevent incompetent persons
from entering this field of practice.
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