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By Mr. Carman of Springfield, petition of Wrayburn M. Benton

for legislation relative to petitioning the probate court for change of
name of individuals. Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight

An Act relative to the change of name of any

INDIVIDUAL UPON PETITION TO THE PROBATE COURT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 12 of chapter 210 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby
3 amended by adding at the end the following: and
4 satisfactory to it, —so as to read as follows;

5 Section 12. A petition for the change of name of a
6 person may be heard by the probate court in the
7 county where the petitioner resides. No change of
8 the name of a person, except upon the adoption of a
9 child under this chapter or upon the marriage or
10 divorce of a woman, shall be lawful unless made by
11 said court for a sufficient reason consistent with
12 public interests and satisfactory to it. If a person
13 having the same surname as that desired by the
14 petitioner shall appear and object, the question
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15 whether the surname desired is one which is so un-
-16 common or otherwise distinguished or otherwise
17 well known in the community in which the petitioner
18 lives that its use by the petitioner will cause or tend
19 to cause mistaken or unwarranted identification with
20 or relationship to particular persons or families legally
21 bearing such surname, shall be considered a question
22 of public interest.
23 No petition to change a surname shall be enter-
-24 tained if, in the opinion of the judge of probate, it
25 appears that the principal reason or purpose of such
26 petition is to obliterate, conceal or hide the family
27 lineage or past record of the petitioner or to obtain
28 some business, commercial, monetary or social ad-
-29 vantage.


