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Resolve providing for an Investigation by a Special Commis-ROVIUINC

sion Relative to the Operation of Steamships and Other
Means of Water Transportation between New Bedford
Woods Hole, Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket.

Cbe Commontoealtj) of Massachusetts

RESOLVE OF AUTHORIZATION.

Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, to consist of one
member of the senate to be designated by the president thereof,
four members of the house of representatives to be designated by
the speaker thereof, and four persons to be appointed by the gover-
nor, of which appointees one shall be a resident of New Bedford, one
a resident of Martha’s Vineyard, one a resident of Nantucket and
one a resident of Falmouth, is hereby established for the purpose of
making an investigation of the operation of steamships and other
means of water transportation between New Bedford, Woods Hole,
Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket, with a view to determining what
action should be taken to better sen e the interests of the public with
respect to said transportation facilities in matters relating to equip-
ment, passenger and freight rates and charges and other matters
relating to such facilities. Said commission may call upon the de-
partment of public utilities and other departments, commissions,
boards and officers of the commonwealth for such information as it
may desire in the course of its investigation. Said commission shall
be provided with quarters in the state house or elsewhere, shall hold
public hearings, shall have the power to summon witnesses and to
require the production of books, records, contracts and papers and
the giving of testimony under oath and may expend for expert, cleri-
cal and other services and expenses such sums as may hereafter be
appropriated therefor. Said commission shall report to the general
court the results of its investigation, and its recommendations, if any,
together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry' its recommenda-
tions into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the house of
representatives not later than the first Wednesday of December in
the current year. Approved June 36, 1947
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To the Honorable Senate ami House of Rep,

In accordance with said chapter 60, Resolves of 1947,
the Commission organized on August 6, 1947, with the
election of Speaker Frederick B. Willis, Saugus, as chair-
man and Senator Joseph S. Virostek, Douglas, as vice-
chairman.

Paul C. Ryan, Boston, was elected secretary
This Commission, under said chapter 60, was estab-

lished “for the purpose of making an investigation of the
operation of steamships and other means of water trans-
portation between New Bedford, Woods Hole, Martha’s
Vineyard and Nantucket, with a view to determining
what action should be taken to better serve the interests
of the public with respect to said transportation facilities
in matters relating to equipment, passenger and freight
rates and charges and other matters relating to such
facilities.”

As a. result, an inspection of the water transportation
facilities was made during the summer travel season,
namely, from August 19 to 21. Two public hearings also'
were held during the off-season travel period, one at
Nantucket on November 3, and at Edgartown, Martha’s
Vineyard, November 4.

Steamship service to Nantucket and Martha’s Vine-
yard is maintained by the Massachusetts Steamship Lines,
Inc., as a private corporation. In addition this company
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maintained a ferry service between Woods Hole and Vine-
yard Haven on Martha’s Vineyard.

Two steamers, “Nantucket” and “Martha’s Vineyard”
make daily runs between the mainland and the islands
during the summer season. This service is reduced to
one steamer trip daily in the so-called off-season while
the other vessel is being overhauled. The ferry service to
Vineyard Haven, which originally started in April, 1946,
was expected to be maintained until about January 1, but
in December, 1947, the U. S. Coast Guard withdrew the
certificate of operation for the ferry “Islander.” Martha’s
Vineyard, with its population of more than 7,000, now
must depend on the daily trip of the steamer.

The economic life of more than 10,000 permanent
residents of these islands is dependent on this principal
form of water transportation. Maintenance of adequate
service in winter as well as in summer is, therefore, vital.

To improve the present service, the apparent need is
for the acquisition by the steamship company of one or
more modern sea-going types of passenger-ferry steamers.
A conservative estimate of the cost of such a vessel has
been placed at between $1,500,000 and $2,000,000, with
the construction period about two years.

Representatives of the steamship company informed
this Commission efforts have been made to attract new
capital for replacement of the present equipment without
success, as the revenue of the line is not sufficient to
support the amount of investment required.

Withdrawal of the ferry service, if permanent, will
create a transportation hardship for the residents of
Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket. This Commission is
co-operating with these residents and representatives of
the company in an effort to find a solution, and, if possible,
restoration of this service prior to the summer travel.

Adequate steamship services must be maintained.
This particular transportation problem is equal in im-
portance to the many which confronted the General Court
in the past. No “stop gap” remedy is warranted. There-
fore, additional time is necessary to complete the
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study. A preliminary report is filed at this time with the
recommendation the present Commission be revived
and continued as provided in the accompanying resolve
(Appendix A), with a final report to be filed on or before
the first Wednesday in April in the current year.

Respectfully submitted,

FREDERICK B. WILLIS,
Chairman

JOSEPH S. VIROSTEK,
Vice-Chairman

CYRUS BARNES,
JOSEPH A. SYLVIA,
GEORGE M. POLAND,
NOAH M. GEDIMAN,
STEPHEN C. LUCE, Jr.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

Resolve reviving and continuing the special com-
mission ESTABLISHED TO MAKE AN INVESTIGATION

RELATIVE TO THE OPERATION OF STEAMSHIPS AND OTHER

MEANS OF WATER TRANSPORTATION BETWEEN NEW

BEDFORD, WOODS HOLE, MARTHA’S VINEYARD AND

NANTUCKET.

1 Resolved, That the unpaid special commission,
2 established by chapter sixty of the resolves of nineteen
3 hundred and forty-seven, is hereby revived and con-
-4 tinned for the purpose of continuing its investigation
5 of the operation of steamships and other means of
G water transportation between New Bedford, Woods
7 Hole, Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket, with a view
8 to determining what action should be taken to better
9 serve the interests of the public with respect to said
10 transportation facilities in matters relating to equip-
-11 ment, passenger and freight rates and charges and
12 other matters relating to such facilities. Said com-
-13 mission may call upon the department of public
14 utilities and other departments, commissions, boards
15 and officers of the commonwealth for such information

PROPOSED LEGISLATION

Appendix A.
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16 as it may desire in the course of its investigation.
17 Said commission shall be provided with quarters in
18 the state house or elsewhere, shall hold public hearings,
19 shall have the power to summon witnesses and to re-
-20 quire the production of books, records, contracts and
21 papers and the giving of testimony under oath and
22 may expend for expert, clerical and other services and
23 expenses such sums not exceeding, in the aggregate,
24 ten thousand dollars, as may hereafter be appropriated
25 therefor. Said commission shall report to the general
26 court the results of its investigation, and its recom-
-27 mendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation
28 necessary to carry its recommendations into effect, by
29 filing the same with the clerk of the house of repre-
-30 sentatives not later than the first Wednesday in April
31 in the current vear.








