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Cf)c Commotttoealt!) of Massachusetts

E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
St a t e  H o u s e , B o s t o n , February 17, 1948.

To the Honorable Senate and H ouse o f Representatives:

The transfer of manj  ̂ of the veterans enrolled in the 
University of Massachusetts, now living and studying 
at Fort Devens, will create in September of this year a 
problem in veterans housing which cannot be handled 
at the University of Massachusetts in Amherst under 
either existing facilities or the construction which is now 
underway.

There is before you, for your consideration, legislation 
permitting the construction of additional facilities by 
the Massachusetts State College Building Association. 
These facilities will not in any way be sufficient to take 
care of all the students who will be transferred from Fort 
Devens this fall and additional dormitories of the cement 
block form of construction, such as now are being erected, 
must be authorized in order to meet the situation.

It is recommended that authorization be given for the 
construction of two cement block dormitories at a cost 
not to exceed $350,000 and that the necessary appro
priation be made therefor.

A further emergency has been created by the recent 
fire at the University. This fire completely destroyed 
the building which housed equipment and facilities for 
instructing the student veterans in courses in engineering. 
Authorization for replacement of these facilities, at least 
in part, should be made immediately so that the maxi
mum progress in construction and procurement of equip
ment can be made prior to next September.
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It is recommended, for this purpose, that you appro
priate the sum of $140,000. Of this amount $100,000 
should be sufficient for the construction of the building 
and $40,000 for the necessary equipment and furnishings.

It is recommended that the two sums mentioned above, 
totaling $490,000, be transferred from the Veterans 
Services Fund and be made available in advance of the 
general appropriation bill.

Respectfully yours,

ROBERT F. BRADFORD,
Governor o f Massachusetts.


