
HOUSE No. 1866

Cfte Commontoealtf) of o^assacfjusetts

E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
St a t e  H o u s e , B o st o n , February 20, 1948.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The Division of Marine Fisheries in the Department 
of Conservation is charged with the supervision of the 
more than 2,200 miles of Massachusetts sea coast. All 
along this vast shore line millions of dollars of commer
cial and sport fishing investment are in jeopardy, due to 
the present lack of law enforcement equipment.

To patrol these 2,200 miles, the Division of Marine 
Fisheries can muster only nine coastal wardens and four 
laborers, who operate the Division’s one patrol craft and 
its power tender.

This very small law enforcement complement requires 
additional and immediate equipment if it is to take any 
effective steps against violations which are becoming- 
more flagrant each year.

The illegal seining of hundreds of tons of striped bass 
have robbed the legitimate fishermen of income and 
sport and, if continued, will dangerously deplete vital 
brood stocks of fish necessary to maintain a consistently 
good fishery in future years.

In another field, inshore dragging in areas where such 
|  operations are prohibited, is already affecting the pro

ductivity of our valuable inshore fisheries.
The taking of short lobsters, egg-bearing lobsters, the 

theft of pots, and other outlawed lobstering operations 
are having a damaging effect upon that valuable Massa
chusetts industry.
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Furthermore, there is a real danger to health in the 
lack of adequate equipment and personnel to police our 
shellfish industry. The clam flats and other such regions 
require constant supervision to prevent shellfish which 
may have been taken from polluted sections from getting 
into our markets for future human consumption.

Last year, without any consultation with the Division 
of Marine Fisheries, the Department of Conservation re
duced that Division’s supplementary appropriation by 
$5,000. As a consequence the Division finds itself badly I 
handicapped in attempting to carry out its law enforce
ment functions for the balance of the fiscal year ending 
June 30. An appropriation to remedy the situation is 
needed at'once, for as soon as the heavy winter weather 
abates the illegal practices I have cited will once more 
increase.

A sum of not less than .$6,275 is necessary to enable 
the Division of Marine Fisheries to place orders for the 
purchase of needed equipment to be on hand for use prior 
to the first of May. The amount in question is conse
quently not included in the budget for the 1949 fiscal 
year.

Because of the emergency nature of the situation, I 
recommend the appropriation of $6,275 for the Division 
of Marine Fisheries in advance of the General Appropri
ation Bill.

Respectfully yours,

ROBERT F. BRADFORD,
Governor of Massachusetts.


