
HOUSE No. 1918• • •

By Messrs. Condon and Kelly of Boston, petition of Patrick J. 
McDonough, James F. Condon, Richard A. Kelly, James J. Twohig, 
Jr., and John E. Powers that the city of Boston be authorized to im
prove Roxbury canal, South Bay and part of Fort Point channel in 
Boston Harbor and certain territories adjacent thereto and for using 
the filled land resulting therefrom for parking facilities. Harbors and 
Public Lands.

Cöc Commontoealtj) of egassacöusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An A ct  p r o v id in g  fo r  t h e  f il l in g  a n d  im p r o v e m e n t

OF SOUTH BAY AND PART OF FORT POINT CHANNEL IN 

BOSTON HARBOR AND CERTAIN TERRITORY ADJACENT 

THERETO AND FOR THE USE OF FILLED LAND RESULT

ING THEREFROM FOR PARKING FACILITIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, asfolloivs:

1 S e c t io n  1. The city of Boston, hereinafter called
2 the city, acting by the transit department of the city
3 of Boston, hereinafter called the department, is hereby
4 authorized to improve Roxbury canal, South bay and
5 that part of Fort Point channel southwesterly of the
6 harbor line established by chapter two hundred and
7 seventy-eight of the acts of the year nineteen hun-
8 dred and twenty-nine, and land adjacent thereto, by
9 regulating the discharge of sewage therein by means
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of the construction of a conduit system with suitable 
connections, hereinafter more particularly described, 
by filling such area, and otherwise carrying out im
provements, substantially as recommended by the re
port of the special commission, established to further 
investigate the advisability of filling in South bay 
and part of Fort Point channel in Boston harbor, 
established by chapter twenty-nine of the resolves 
of nineteen hundred and thirty, which report was 
filed with the clerk of the house of representatives 
on December thirty-first, nineteen hundred and thirty, 
but subject to the modifications contained herein.

Section 2. Said conduit system, with suitable 
connections to existing overflows, shall be con
structed as follows: (a) in Roxbury canal, South bay 
and Fort Point channel from Massachusetts avenue 
northerly to an outfall at the harbor line established 
by chapter two hundred and seventy-eight of the 
acts of the year nineteen hundred and twenty-nine, 
and (6) in Dorchester brook and South bay from near 
Massachusetts avenue northerly to an intersection 
with the aforesaid conduit. Said conduit system 
may be so constructed as to furnish sea water for 
industrial use to industries along the course of the 
system, and to carry the same away after such use.

Section 3. During or after construction of said 
conduit system and connections, said department is 
hereby authorized to fill to suitable grade said Rox
bury canal, South bay, and that part of Fort Point 
channel southwesterly of the harbor line established 
by chapter two hundred and seventy-eight of the 
acts of the year nineteen hundred and twenty-nine,
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8 and also any lands adjacent thereto owned or ac-
9 quired by the city.

1 S e c t io n  4. The city of Boston is hereby author-
2 ized and directed to construct a sea wall, with suit-
3 able provision for the conduit outfall aforesaid, along
4 the harbor line established by chapter two hundred
5 and seventy-eight of the acts of the year nineteen
6 hundred and twenty-nine, and to relocate, widen and
7 construct Dorchester avenue adjacent to said new
8 sea wall. After the completion of the filling author-
9 ized in section three the city of Boston, acting by the

10 board of real estate commissioners of the city, shall
11 forthwith proceed with the establishment on such
12 filled land of such public off-street parking facilities
13 in said city as the board may deem necessary. Said
14 board shall have the same powers with respect to
15 said filled land that it has under chapter four hundred
16 and seventy-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and
17 forty-six with respect to land acquired thereunder.

1 Se c t io n  5. The department, acting on behalf of
2 the cityq may purchase or take in fee or otherwise,
3 under chapter seventy-nine of the General Laws,
4 such lands, public or private, flats and tide lands,
5 and easements and rights therein, including water
6 rights, as in its opinion may be necessary to carry out
7 the provisions of this act; provided that no damages
8 shall be paid for lands, flats and tide lands in public
9 ownership so taken.

1 Se c t io n  6. In lieu of betterment assessments for
2 the improvements authorized herein, the New York,
3 New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company shall
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4 be assessed per cent of the cost, exclusive of
5 land takings, said assessment to be limited to a cost
6 not exceeding dollars, the aforesaid sum to
7 include the expense accruing to the railroad for re-
8 moval of the present railroad drawbridge; the afore-
9 said railroad, further in lieu of betterment assessment,

10 shall grant free of cost all necessary easements across its
11 land for the conduit system and connections described
12 in section two, and shall also transport fill for carry-
13 ing out this development on a direct cost basis plus
14 overhead costs not to exceed per cent on labor
15 and per cent on material. In recognition of
16 authority granted the New York, New Haven and
17 Hartford Railroad Company, by chapter five hun-
18 dred and sixteen of the acts and resolves of the year
19 eighteen hundred and ninety-six, to maintain in the
20 area to be improved an artery for operation of trains
21 in and out of the Boston terminal, the rights of the
22 aforesaid railroad, for railroad purposes only, shall
23 be reserved in the area bounded as follows: easterly
24 by the relocated Dorchester avenue; northwesterly
25 by the former harbor line abutting the Boston ter-
26 minal and the Boston and Providence Railroad; south-
27 erly by the northerly line of Broadway and south-
28 easterly by the Old Colony Railroad and land of
29 the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad
30 Company.

1 S e c t io n  7. To provide funds for carrying out i
2 this act, the treasurer of the city of Boston, without
3 any other authority than that contained in this act,
4 shall from time to time on request of the mayor issue
5 and sell at public or private sale serial bonds of the
6 city to an amount not exceeding, in the aggregate



1948.] HOUSE — No. 1918. 5

7 dollars, which shall be outside the statu-
8 tory limit of indebtedness of said city. Each au-
9 thorized issue of bonds shall constitute a separate

10 loan. The bonds shall be designated on their face,
11 Boston-South Bay Sewer Loan, Act of 1931, shall
12 be in such form of coupon bonds, or registered bonds
13 without coupons, or coupon bonds exchangeable for
14 registered bonds, as the treasurer of the city shall
15 determine; shall be for such terms not exceeding
16 years from the dates of issue as the mayor
17 and treasurer of the city shall determine; shall bear
18 interest in accordance with the provisions of chapter
19 fifty-two of the special acts of nineteen hundred and
20 eighteen; and shall be payable by such annual pay-
21 ments as will extinguish the same at maturity and
22 so that the first of the said annual payments on ac-
23 count of any loan shall be made not later than one
24 year after the date of the bonds issued therefor, and
25 that the amount of the said payments in any year
26 on account of such loan shall not be less than the
27 amount of principal of the loan payable in any subse-
28 quent year. The said annual amounts, together with
29 the interest on the loan, shall, without further action,
30 be assessed until the debt is extinguished. Any
31 premiums received from the sale of the said bonds,
32 less the cost of preparing, issuing and selling the
33 same, shall be applied to the payment of the
34 principal of the first bond or bonds to mature. The
35 city treasurer may, with the approval of the mayor,
36 make a temporary loan for a period of not more
37 than one year in anticipation of the money to be
38 derived from the sale of any issue of the said bonds,
39 and may issue notes therefor, and such notes may be
40 refunded by the issue of new notes maturing within
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the said year; but the period of the permanent loan 
herein authorized shall not be extended by reason of 
the temporary loan.

Section 8. After substantial completion of any 
improvement under this act, the city may sell, lease 
or otherwise dispose of any land not necessary for 
the purposes hereof, together with improvements 
thereon, subject to such easements and restrictions 
as it deems necessary for the purposes hereof.

Section 9. Any employee of the commonwealth 
or of the city of Boston who, on the effective date of 
this act, is employed in the maintenance of any of 
the bridges discontinued under this act shall forth
with be transferred by the commonwealth or said 
city, respectively, to another position in its sendee 
in the same grade as that held by him on said effective 
date.






