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An A ct r e l a t iv e  to  t h e  p o s it io n  o p  t h e  n a m e s  o f

CANDIDATES UPON BALLOTS USED AT STATE ELECTIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 42 of chapter 54 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by section 12 of chapter 411
3 of the acts of 1943, is hereby further amended by
4 striking out the 1st and 2d paragraphs, as appearing 
o in chapter 292 of the acts of 1941, and inserting in
6 place thereof the following: —
7 The names of the candidates for re-election to any
8 office to be filled at a state election of which they are
9 the elected incumbents shall, except in places where

10 voting machines are used, be placed first on the ballot 
b in alphabetical order according to their surnames;
12 next and in like order the names of candidates of
13 political parties, as defined in chapter fifty, and the
14 names of all other candidates shall follow in like
15 order.
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The names of candidates for city and town office 
shall, except at elections in places where voting ma
chines are used, be arranged under the designation of 
the office in alphabetical order according to their 
surnames, except as city charters otherwise provide 
in the case of municipal offices; but the names of can
didates for different terms of service in the same office 
shall be arranged in groups according to the length of 
their respective terms, and the names of candidates 
nominated by single wards but to be voted for at 
large shall be arranged in groups by wards. In the 
case of representatives in congress, the designation 
may be ‘ ‘ congressman ” . Blank spaces shall be left at 
the end of the list of candidates for each different office 
equal to the number to be elected thereto, in which 
the voter may insert the name of any person not 
printed on the ballot for whom he desires to vote for 
such office. If the approval of any question is sub
mitted to the voters, it shall be printed on the ballot 
after the names of the candidates.


