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€öc Commontoealtö of spassacfnisetts

House of Representatives, May 13, 1948.

The committee on Highways and Motor Vehicles, to 
whom was referred the second interim report of the com
mittee on Highways and Motor Vehicles authorized 
(under the provisions of an order adopted by the House 
on May 27 and by the Senate on May 29, 1947) to sit 
during the recesses of the General Court for the years 
1947 and 1948 for the purpose of studying highway proj
ects with a view to recommending a program of highway 
and traffic improvements (House, No. 1867), report the 
accompanying bill (House, No. 2207).

For the committee,

F. EBEN BROWN.
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Ctoe Commontoealtb of a^asoacftuoetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

A n  Act providing for an accelerated highway

PROGRAM.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 unnecessarily delay putting into effect the acceler-
3 ated highway program provided for therein, there-
4 fore this act is hereby declared to be an emergency
5 law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the
6 public safety and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The state department of public works,
2 hereinafter called the department, and the metropoli-
3 tan district commission, hereinafter called the com-
4 mission, are hereby authorized and directed to ex-
5 pend a sum not to exceed one hundred million dol-
6 lars, in addition to any other appropriations for like
7 purposes as may have heretofore or may hereafter
8 be made, for projects for the laying out, construction,
9 reconstruction and relocation of highways, parkways,

10 bridges, grade crossing eliminations and alterations of
11 crossing at other than grade, for traffic safety devices
12 in accordance with section seven of this act, for the
13 alteration, construction and reconstruction of state-
14 owned bridges in accordance with chapter six hundred
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15 and ninety of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-
16 five, as amended and supplemented, for traffic studies
17 in urban areas and for studies to determine the desira-
18 bilit.y and feasibility of revenue producing traffic
19 facilities.

1 Section 2. Except in the case of parkway projects
2 under the jurisdiction of the commission, the depart-
3 thousand dollars for the purpose of determining
4 to be undertaken under the authority of this act.

1 Section 3. The department is hereby authorized
2 to expend an amount not exceeding three hundred
3 thousand dollars for the purpose of determining
4 the feasibility and practicability of a revenue-pro-
5 ducing, self-supporting interstate through expressway
6 from the Connecticut State line to the New Hampshire
7 State line, together with a suitable connection to a
8 point west of the Connecticut river and an easterly
9 connection to Boston. The department shall file a

10 report with findings and recommendations with the
11 clerk of the House of Representatives not later than
12 January thirty-first, nineteen hundred and forty-nine.

1 Section 4. Pursuant to the provisions of section
2 one of this act, the commission is hereby authorized
3 and directed to expend a sum, not to exceed eight
4 million dollars, for projects of the commission in the
0 area set forth in the “ Master Highway Plan for the
6 Boston Metropolitan Area” , as established and defined
7 in Exhibit B of current House Document 1767.

1 Section 5. Pursuant to the provisions of section
2 one of this act, the department is hereby authorized
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3 and directed to expend a sum, not to exceed thirty-
4 seven million dollars, for projects in the area set forth
5 in the “ Master Highway Plan for the Boston Metro-
6 politan Area”, as established and defined in said
7 Exhibit B of current House Document 1767.

1 Section 6. Pursuant to the provisions of section
2 one of this act, the department is hereby authorized
3 and directed to expend a sum, not to exceed fifty-
4 three million dollars, for projects in the area set forth
5 in “ The Report on Massachusetts State Highway
6 Needs, exclusive of Metropolitan Boston,” as estab-
7 lished and defined in Exhibit A of said current House
8 Document 1767, and for traffic studies in urban areas
9 and for studies to determine the desirability and

10 feasibility of revenue producing facilities including the
11 project authorized in section three of this act.

1 Section 7. Pursuant to the provisions of section
2 one of this act, the department is hereby authorized
3 and directed to expend a sum, not to exceed two mil-
4 lion dollars, for traffic safety devices on state high-
5 ways and on roads constructed under the provisions of
6 section thirty-four of chapter ninety of the General
7 Laws.

1 Section 8. The department and the commission
2 may, on behalf of the commonwealth, take by eminent
3 domain under chapter seventy-nine of the General
4 Laws, or acquire by purchase or otherwise, such public
5 or private lands, cemeteries, public parks or reserva-
6 tions, or parts thereof or rights therein, and/or public
7 ways as it may deem necessary for carrying out the
8 provisions of this act, including such land or rights in



1948.] HOUSE — No. 2207. 5

9 land as may be necessary for the construction of any
10 necessary drainage outlets; provided, that no damage
11 shall be paid for public lands or parks, parkways or
12 reservations so taken.

1 Section 9. When the work on any project au-
2 thorized by section one shall have been completed, the
3 title to or control of such highways, lands and/or
4 rights therein taken or acquired therefor as in the
5 opinion of the department are no longer needed for
6 state highway purposes, or in the opinion of the com-
7 mission are no longer needed for parkway purposes,
8 may be transferred by the department or the com-
9 mission, as the case may be, to the city or town in

10 which the land or the highway lies. Such sections of
11 highway shall become city or town ways and shall be
12 kept in good condition and repair by the city or town
13 in which the land lies and the provisions of section
14 twenty-five of chapter eighty-one of the General Laws
15 shall apply thereto.

1 Section 10. To meet the expenditures necessary
2 in carrying out the provisions of this act, the state
3 treasurer shall, upon request of the department and
4 with the approval of the governor and council, issue
5 and sell at public or private sale bonds of the com- 
0 monwealth, registered or with interest coupons at-
7 tached, as he may deem best, to an amount not ex-
8 ceeding in the aggregate the sum of one hundred mil-
9 lion dollars. All bonds issued by the commonwealth

10 as aforesaid shall be designated on the face: Highway
11 Improvement Loan, Act of 1948, and shall be on the
12 serial payment plan for such maximum term of years
13 not exceeding twenty years, as the governor may
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14 recommend to the general court pursuant to section 3
15 of Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitu-
16 tion of the Commonwealth, the maturities thereof to
17 be so arranged that the amounts payable in the several
18 years other than the final year shall be as nearly equal
19 as in the opinion of the state treasurer it is practicable
20 to make them and shall bear interest payable semi-
21 annually at such rate as the state treasurer with the
22 approval of the governor and council shall fix. Such
23 bonds shall be payable not earlier than nor
24 later than
25 All interest payments and payments on account of
26 principal on such obligations shall be paid from the
27 Highway Fund, without appropriation.
28 All obligations issued under this act shall be signed
29 by the state treasurer and approved by the governor.
30 Facsimiles of the signature of the governor printed
31 thereon shall have the same effect as his written
32 signature.
33 All obligations issued under this act shall be payable,
34 as to both principal and interest, in such funds as are
35 on the respective dates of payment of such principal
36 and interest, legal tender for the payment of debts due
37 the United States of America. All interest payments
38 and payments on account of principal on such obliga-
39 tions shall be paid from the Highway Fund, without
40 appropriation; provided, that, notwithstanding the
41 foregoing, such obligations shall be general obligations
42 of the commonwealth. In anticipation of the sale of
43 such obligations, the state treasurer may from time
44 to time, with the approval of the governor, pay from
45 the Highway Fund, without appropriations, any of
46 the expenses of carrying out any projects authorized
47 under this act; but all money so paid from said fund



1948.] HOUSE — No. 2207. 7

48 shall be repaid thereto out of the proceeds of the sale
49 of such obligations.

1 Section 11. The commonwealth may accept and
2 use for any project herein authorized any grant of
3 federal funds, subject to all applicable provisions of
4 the General Laws.

1 Section 12. The cost of the work authorized in
2 section one shall include all project payments, prop-
3 erty damages, expenses for consultants and engineer-
4 ing services, and for all legal and other technical and
5 expert services, and incidental expenses in connection
6 with the projects herein authorized. The department
7 and the commission, severally, may engage such addi-
8 tional engineering and other personnel in accordance
9 with the civil service laws as may be necessary to

10 carry out the terms of this act, and may also engage
11 the sendees of such consulting engineers as it may
12 deem necessary, but no increase in the number of
13 permanent positions in the engineering force of the
14 department or of the commission shall be allowed on
15 account of this act.

1 Section 13. The department and the commission,
2 respectively, shall file detailed progress reports with
3 the governor and wdth the clerk of the house of repre-
4 sentatives on December thirty-first, nineteen hundred
5 and forty-eight, June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and
6 forty-nine, and December thirty-first, nineteen hun-
7 dred and forty-nine, and shall render a final report on
8 or before July thirty-first, nineteen hundred and
9 fifty, relative to all projects undertaken under the 

10 provisions of this act.



1 Section 14. All contracts for the projects author-
2 ized by this act shall be entered into by the depart-
3 ment and the commission, respectively, not later than
4 June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and fifty.

1 Section 15. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.

HOUSE — No, 2207. [May, 1948.


