
HOUSE . . . .  No. 2210

Cöe Commontoealtli of agassacJjusetts

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s , May 11, 1948.

The committee on Education, to whom was referred the 
petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 166) of John B. 
Atkinson and others for legislation to exempt the city of 
Boston from certain provisions of the law relating to 
public schools, report the accompanying bill (House, No. 
2210).

For the committee,

HARRISON CHADW ICK.
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Clie Commontoealtf) of ^assacijusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

A n  A ct  r e l a t iv e  to  t h e  f u r n is h in g  o f  c e r t a in  de

t a il e d  ESTIMATES OF PROPOSED EXPENDITURES, AND 

TO THE INCURRING OF LIABILITIES IN EXCESS OF 

APPROPRIATIONS THEREFOR, BY SCHOOL COMMITTEES 

AND DEPARTMENTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 S e c t io n  1. Section 59 of chapter 41 of the Gen-
2 eral Laws, as amended by chapter 94 of the acts of
3 1936, is hereby further amended by inserting after
4 the word “ m oney” in line 4, the words: — , including
5 the school committee, —  so as to read as follows: —
6 Section 59. The selectmen and all boards, commit-
7 tees, heads of departments or other officers of a town
8 authorized by law to expend money, including the
9 school committee, shall furnish to the town account-

10 ant, or, if there is no town accountant, to the appro-
11 priation, advisory or finance committee, if any, other-
12 wise to the selectmen, not less than ten days before (
13 the end of the town financial year, detailed estimates
14 of the amounts necessary for the proper maintenance
15 of the departments under their jurisdiction for the
16 ensuing year, with explanatory statements as to any
17 changes from the amounts appropriated for the same
18 purposes in the preceding year, and an estimate of
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19 amounts necessary for outlays or permanent im-
20 provements. They shall also prepare estimates of any
21 income likely to be received by the town during the
22 ensuing year in connection with the town’s business
23 or property intrusted to their care. The selectmen
24 shall include in their estimates the salaries and ex-
25 penses connected with their own office, and the sal-
26 aries of all other town officers shall be included in the
27 estimates for the office, department or branch of the
28 public service of which they are in charge. The
29 treasurer shall, in addition to his estimate of the
30 amount required for the maintenance of his own
31 office, prepare a separate statement indicating the
32 amounts required for the payment of interest on the
33 town debt and for the payment of such portions of
34 the town debt as may become due during the suc-
35 ceeding year.

1 Se c t io n  2. Section 31A of chapter 44 of the
2 General Laws, inserted by section 1 of chapter 473 of
3 the acts of 1941, is hereby amended by inserting after
4 the word “ undertaking” in line 3 the words: —  , in-
5 eluding the school department, —  so that the first
6 paragraph will read as follows: —
7 Every officer of any city except Boston having
8 charge of, or jurisdiction over, any office, department
9 or undertaking, including the school department, re-

10 questing an appropriation shall, between November
11 first and December first of each year, furnish the mayor
12 and the city auditor, or officer having similar duties,
13 on forms provided by the city auditor or officer having
14 similar duties, and approved by the division of
15 accounts in the department of corporations and taxa-
16 tion, detailed estimates of the full amounts deemed
17 necessary for the then ensuing year for the ordinary
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18 maintenance of the office, department or undertaking
19 under his charge or jurisdiction, and for expenditures
20 other than the ordinary maintenance, with the
21 amounts, if any, expended for similar purposes during
22 the then preceding year and during the first ten months
23 of the then current year, and an estimate of the
24 amounts required to be expended for such purposes
25 during the last two months of the then current year,
26 giving explanatory statements of any differences be-
27 tween the amount of any estimate for the then ensuing
28 year and the amount expended or estimated to be
29 required as aforesaid.

1 S e c t io n  3. Section 31 of said chapter 44, as
2 amended by section 23 of chapter 358 of the acts of
3 1946, is hereby further amended by inserting after the
4 word “ department”  in line 2 the words: —  , including
5 the school department, —  so as to read as follows: —
6 Section 31. No department, including the school
7 department, financed by municipal revenue, or in
8 whole or in part by taxation, of any city or town, ex-
9 cept Boston, shall incur a liability in excess of the

10 appropriation made for the use of such department,
11 each item recommended by the mayor and voted by
12 the council in cities, and each item voted by the town
13 meeting in towns, being considered as a separate
14 appropriation, except in cases of extreme emergency
15 involving the health or safety of persons or property,
16 and then only by a vote in a city of two thirds of the
17 members of the city council, and in a town by a vote
18 of two thirds of the selectmen.


