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H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s , May 13, 1948.

The committee on Towns, to whom was referred the 
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 2085) of Daniel 
C. Grant for legislation relative to voting precincts, 
nomination and election of town meeting members and 
reconsideration of certain votes of representative town 
meetings in the town of Dedham, report the accompany
ing bill (House, No. 2234).

For the committee,

GEORGE W. DEAN.
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Cbe Commontoealt!) of egassactmsetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

A n  A ct  r e l a t iv e  t o  v o t in g  p r e c in c t s , t h e  nom ina

t io n  AND ELECTION OF TOWN MEETING MEMBERS, AND 

THE REFERENCE TO THE VOTERS OF CERTAIN VOTES OF 

REPRESENTATIVE TOWN MEETINGS IN THE TOWN OF 

DEDHAM.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the aidhority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of sec-
2 tion one of chapter three hundred and fifty-eight of
3 the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-six, the terri-
4 tory of the town of Dedham shall be divided by the
5 districting board, referred to in said section one, into
6 not less than six nor more than ten voting precincts,
7 each of which shall be plainly designated and shall
8 contain not less than four hundred registered voters.

1 Section 2. The first paragraph of section 2 of said
2 chapter 358, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 8 of
3 the acts of 1930, is hereby amended by striking out,
4 in line 10, the word “ three”  and inserting in place
5 thereof the word: —  two, —  so that the first sentence
6 of said paragraph will read as follows: —  The regis-
7 tered voters in each precinct shall, at the first annual
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8 town election held after the establishment thereof, and
9 at the first annual town election following any pre-

10 cinct revision, comformably to the laws relative to
11 elections not inconsistent with this act, elect by ballot
12 from the registered voters of the precinct town meet-
13 ing members, other than the officers designated in
14 section three as town meeting members at large, to
15 the largest number which is divisible by three and
16 which will not exceed two per cent of the number of
17 registered voters in the precinct upon and including
18 the first day of January next preceding said election.

1 Se c t io n  3. Section 3 of said chapter 358, as most
2 recently amended by section 2 of said chapter 8, is
3 hereby further amended by striking out the first sen-
4 tence and inserting in place thereof the following: —
5 Any representative town meeting held under the
6 provisions of this act, except as otherwise provided
7 herein, shall be limited to the voters elected under
8 section two, together with the following, designated as
9 town meeting members at large; namely, the modera-

10 tor, the town clerk and the chairman of the finance
11 committee.

1 Sec t io n  4. Section 4 of said chapter 358 is hereby
2 amended by striking out, in lines 6 and 7, the words
3 “ at least ten days before the election” and inserting
4 in place thereof the words: —  no later than the last
5 date for the filing of nomination papers by candidates
6 for town offices, — and by adding at the end the fol-
7 lowing sentence: —  The town clerk shall cause to be
8 published in at least one local newspaper in each of
9 the two weeks preceding an annual election a list of 

10 candidates for town meeting members and the num-
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11 ber and term of the vacancies to be filled, —  so as to
12 read as follows: —  Section 4- Nomination of candi-
13 dates for town meeting members to be elected under
14 this act shall be made by nomination papers which
15 shall have no political designations, and shall be
16 signed by not less than ten registered voters of the
17 precinct in which the candidate resides and filed with
18 the town clerk no later than the last date for the filing
19 of nomination papers by candidates for town offices;
20 provided, that any incumbent town meeting member
21 may become a candidate for re-election by giving
22 written notice thereof to the town clerk not later
23 than fourteen days prior to the last day and hour for
24 filing nomination papers. No nomination papers shall
25 be valid in respect to any candidate whose written
26 acceptance is not thereon or attached thereto when
27 filed. The town clerk shall cause to be published in
28 at least one local newspaper in each of the two weeks
29 preceding an annual election a list of candidates for
30 town meeting members and the number and term of
31 the vacancies to be filled.

1 Section 5. Said chapter 358 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 8 and inserting in
3 place thereof the following: —
4 Section 8. No vote passed at any representative
5 town meeting except a vote declared by preamble by
6 a two thirds vote of the town meeting members
7 present and voting thereon to be an emergency meas-
8 ure, necessary for the immediate preservation of the
9 peace, health, safety or convenience of the town, shall

10 be operative until after the expiration of ten days,
11 exclusive of Sundays and legal holidays, from the
12 dissolution of the meeting. If, within said ten days, a
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13 petition, signed by not less than fifty registered voters
14 from each precinct, containing their names and ad-
15 dresses as they appear on the list of registered voters,
16 is filed with the selectmen requesting that the question
17 or questions involved in such vote be submitted to
18 the registered voters of the town at large, then the
19 selectmen, within fourteen days after the filing of the
20 petition, shall call a special meeting of the voters of
21 the town at large, which shall be held within ten days
22 after the issuing of the call, for the sole purpose of
23 presenting to such voters the question or questions so
24 involved. The polls shall be opened at two o ’clock in
25 the afternoon and shall be closed not earlier than
26 eight o ’clock in the evening, and all votes upon any
27 questions so submitted shall be taken by ballot, and
28 the check list shall be used in the several precinct
29 meetings in the same manner as in the election of
30 town officers. The question or questions so sub-
31 mitted shall be determined by a vote of the same
32 proportion of the registered voters at large voting
33 thereon as would have been required by law had the
34 question or questions been finally determined at a
35 representative town meeting, but no action of the
36 representative town meeting shall be reversed unless
37 at least twenty per cent of the registered voters shall
38 so vote. The question or questions so submitted
39 shall be stated upon the ballot in substantially the
40 same language and form in which they were stated
41 when presented to said representative town meeting
42 by the moderator as appears from the records of the
43 said meeting. If such petition is not filed within the
44 said period of ten days, the vote of the representative
45 town meeting shall become operative and effective
46 upon the expiration of said period.
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1 S e c t io n  6. This act shall be submitted for ac-
2 ceptance to the registered voters of the town of Ded-
3 ham at the biennial state election in the current year
4 in the form of the following question, which shall be
5 placed on the official ballot for use in said town at
6 said election: —- “  Shall an act passed by the general
7 court in the current year, entitled ‘ An Act relative
8 to voting precincts, the nomination and election of
9 town meeting members, and the reference to the voters

10 of certain votes of representative town meetings in
11 the town of Dedham’, be accepted?”

1 S e c t io n  7. If this act is not accepted at said state
2 election, it shall be again submitted for acceptance to
3 the registered voters of said town at the annual town
4 meeting in the year nineteen hundred and forty-nine
5 in the form of the following question, which shall be
6 placed upon the official ballot to be used for the elec-
7 tion of town officers at said meeting: “ Shall an act
8 passed by the General Court in the year nineteen
9 hundred and forty-eight, entitled ‘ An Act relative to

10 voting precincts, the nomination and election of town
11 meeting members, and the reference to the voters of
12 certain votes of representative town meetings in the
13 town of Dedham’ , be accepted?” , and if it is not ac-
14 cepted at,said annual town meeting, it may again be
15 submitted for acceptance in like manner from time to
16 time to such voters at any annual town meeting, but
17 not later than the year nineteen hundred and fifty- j
18 one, upon petition signed by not less than two per cent
19 of the total number of registered voters of said town
20 and filed with the town clerk at least thirty days
21 prior to such meeting.
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1 S e c t io n  8. Upon the acceptance of this act by a
2 majority of the voters voting thereon at said state
3 election, or at a town meeting as aforesaid, it shall
4 take effect for the purposes of the next annual elec-
5 tion in the town of Dedham, at which election all
6 elected town meeting members shall be elected, and
7 upon their qualification the terms of office of all
8 elected town meeting members then in office shall
9 cease, and for all other purposes this act shall take 

10 effect upon the date of such election.




