
HOUSE No. 2292

Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. McCarthy of East 
Bridgewater, for a Bill providing for certain changes in the laws re
lating to trapping of animals and providing penalties for violation of 
such laws (House, No. 926, changed). May 24.

€tje Commontoealth of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An A ct f u r t h e r  r e g u l a t in g  t h e  t r a p p in g  o f  c e r t a in

ANIMALS, AND PROVIDING FOR THE REGISTRATION OF 

TRAPS USED THEREFOR.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Se c t io n  1. Section 1 of chapter 131 of the General
2 Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 83 of the
3 acts of 1945, is hereby further amended by inserting,
4 after the paragraph defining “ great pond” , the follow-
5 mg paragraph: —
6 “ Green pelt” , a pelt which has not been dried, cured
7 or tanned.

1 Sec t io n  2. Said section 1 is hereby further
2 amended by inserting, after the paragraph defining
3 “ taxidermist” , the following paragraph: —
4 “ Trap” , any device capable of taking, catching or
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5 holding a mammal, whether in the set or spring posi-
6 tion. The verb “ to trap” , in all of its moods and
7 tenses, includes any act of staking out, setting, using,
8 tending, placing, maintaining or picking up a trap
9 where fur bearing mammals might be found.

1 Section 3. Said chapter 131 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 68, as most recently
3 amended by chapter 90 of the acts of 1943, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following: —
5 Section 68. Except as otherwise provided in this
6 chapter, no person shall hunt or trap, or have in
7 possession the living or dead bodies of minks, otters,
8 muskrats, opossums or raccoons; provided, that
9 such mammals, other than opossums or raccoons,

10 may be taken by hunting or trapping between Novem-
11 ber fifteenth and the following March first, both
12 dates inclusive, and that opossums or raccoons may
13 be taken with the aid or by the use of dogs or guns
14 between October tenth and the following January
15 first, both dates, inclusive, and by trapping between
16 November fifteenth and the following January first,
17 both dates inclusive. No person shall remove or
18 attempt to remove a raccoon from any hole in the
19 ground, stone wall, from within any ledge, or from
20 under any stone or from any hole in any log or tree.
21 Not more than two raccoons shall be taken during
22 any period from sunset of one day to sunset of the
23 following day by any one person, or three raccoons
24 by two or more persons hunting in one party, and
25 not more than ten raccoons shall be taken by any
26 person in any open season. No person, except as
27 provided in sections fourteen and ninety-three, shall
28 hunt or possess a beaver at any time.
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29 Notwithstanding any provision of general or special
30 law, and except as otherwise provided in this chapter,
31 it shall be unlawful for any person —
32 (a) To have in his possession the green pelt of
33 any fur-bearing mammal, or any part of such pelt,
34 except during the open season for such mammal,
35 and for ten days thereafter.
36 (b) To trap between March second and the follow-
37 ing November fourteenth, both dates inclusive.
38 (c) To possess or have under his control a trap
39 on the land of another where fur-bearing mammals
40 might be found, between March second and the
41 following November fourteenth, both dates inclusive.
42 id) At any time to possess or have under his control
43 an unregistered trap on the land of another where
44 fur-bearing mammals might be found.
45 (e) To possess or have under his control, unless
46 duly authorized as provided in clause (n), the regis-
47 tered trap of another.
48 if) To trap on land posted as provided in section
49 one hundred, without the written consent of the owner
50 or occupant of such land.
51 {g) To trap in a public way, cart road or path com-
52 monly used as a passage-way for human beings or
53 domestic animals.
54 ih) To trap within ten feet of a muskrat house.
55 (i) To tear open, disturb or destroy a muskrat house.
56 ij) To trap with a steel or jaw trap, with a spread
57 of more than six inches, or a “ stop-thief”  trap, or a
58 dead fall trap with an opening of more than six inches,
59 or a choke trap, or a trap with teeth on one or both
60 jaws, or a trap with two sets of jaws either set of
61 which has a spread of more than six inches, or a eom-
62 bination of one set of jaws of one size and another set
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63 of jaws of another size, one jaw of which is stationary
64 and one free moving, or one or all jaws free moving,
65 with a spread of more than six inches. For the purpose
66 of this clause a trap shall be measured across the open
67 jaws to determine the spread.
68 (k) To trap before six o ’clock, ante meridian, on the
69 opening day of the season, to wit, November fifteenth.
70 (1) To fail to visit at least once in each calendar day
71 all traps by him staked out, set, used, tended, placed
72 or maintained.
73 (m) To destroy, mutilate or spring the trap of
74 another.
75 {n) To take any fur-bearing mammal or predator
76 from the trap of another, unless he has upon his per-
77 son a specific written authorization so to do, signed by
78 the owner of such trap. The owner of traps may give
79 such authorization to any person licensed to trap
80 under this chapter, for a period not to exceed one week
81 from the day he himself last tended his traps; pro-
82 vided, that notice of the giving of such authorization,
83 including the name of the person so authorized, shall
84 be given to the District Conservation Officer within
85 twenty-four hours after the same has been given.
86 Any first violation of clause (c), (d) , (e) or (n) hereof
87 shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifty nor
88 more than two hundred dollars, and the offender shall
89 have no license or permit issued to him by the division
90 for a period of two years; any second or later violation
91 of said clauses shall be punished by a fine of not less
92 than one hundred nor more than three hundred dol-
93 lars, and the offender shall have no license or permit
94 issued to him by said division for a period of five years.
95 Any violation of any other provision of this section
96 shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty or
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97 more than one hundred dollars, in addition to any
98 other penalty or forfeiture which may be imposed by
99 this chapter.

1 Section 4. Said chapter 131 is hereby further
2 amended by inserting after said section 68, as so
3 amended, the following new section : —
4 Section 68A. For the purpose of providing for the
5 registration and identification of traps, the division
6 shall provide application forms, registration certifi-
7 cates and other forms and records necessary and con-
8 venient, for the registration of traps as hereinafter pro-
9 vided. The division may require the applicant for a 

10 certificate of registration to supply necessary informa
li  tion, and may charge a fee of one dollar for each such
12 certificate issued, which shall cover and apply to all
13 traps then and thereafter owned by the applicant. The
14 registration number of any certificate issued by the
15 division may be any combination of letters and figures,
16 and shall forthwith be stamped upon each registered
17 trap in letters and figures not less than one eighth of
18 an inch high.
19 Upon the sale of any registered trap, the owner and
20 purchaser shall send a joint notice of such transfer to
21 the division, and thereupon the seller’s registered
22 number, as appearing upon each trap so transferred,
23 shall have the letter “ T ”  added to it to indicate that
24 said transfer has been so registered with the division,
25 and in addition the buyer’s registered number shall
26 forthwith be stamped upon each such trap.
27 bpon the request of two or more persons, stating
28 that they have entered into a partnership and are
29 willing that all members of the partnership shall trap 
•10 with the registered traps of any partner, each member
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31 of the partnership shall be furnished by the division
32 with a special certification, written upon his registra-
33 tion certificate, that he is authorized to use traps be-
34 longing to the other members thereof, and it shall be
35 unnecessary for any trap used by such partnership to
36 bear any registration number other than that of its
37 owner.
38 A registration certificate issued to an applicant
39 hereunder shall be valid not only during the trapping
40 season prior to or during which it was originally issued,
41 but for and during all subsequent trapping seasons;
42 provided, that if the holder of such certificate fails to
43 trap for two consecutive trapping seasons, his registra-
44 tion certificate shall become void, and the registration
45 number assigned to him may be assigned by the divi-
46 sion to some other applicant.
47 The division shall annually furnish to all district
48 conservation officers a list of all holders of registra-
49 tion certificates issued hereunder, including the regis-
50 tration number assigned to each such holder.

1 S e c t io n  5. Section 70 of said chapter 131, as
2 amended by section 2 of chapter 599 of the acts of
3 1941, is hereby further amended by striking out, in
4 lines 1 and 2, the words “ sixty eight o r” .






