
HOUSE No. 2342

Ctje Commontoealtf) of e^assacfjusetts

H ouse of  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s , June 1, 1948.

The committee on Counties, to whom was referred so 
much of the final report of the special commission (in
cluding members of the General Court) established (under 
Chapter 71, and scope extended under Chapter 75, of 
the Resolves of 1947) to make an investigation and study 
relative to the prevention of child delinquency, the re
habilitation of delinquent children and as to the advisa
bility of establishing institutions for the treatment of 
such children (Senate, No. 470) as relates to providing 
more effective measures for dealing with truants and 
school offenders (App. C), report the accompanying bill 
(House, No. 2342).

For the committee,

RAYMOND W. SCHLAPP.
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Cfte Commontoealtb of ^assacjjusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

A n A ct  p r o v id in g  f o r  t h e  c o m m it m e n t  o f  c er t ain

HABITUAL TRUANTS, ABSENTEES AND SCHOOL OFFENDERS 

TO THE CUSTODY OF THE YOUTH SERVICE BOARD, AND 

ESTABLISHING CERTAIN STANDARDS OF QUALIFICATION 

FOR SUPERVISORS OF ATTENDANCE HEREAFTER AP

POINTED.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section  1. Chapter 77 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 3, as appear-
3 ing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following: —
5 Section 3. A child between seven and sixteen who
6 wilfully and habitually absents himself from school
7 contrary to section one of chapter seventy-six, shall
8 be deemed an habitual truant, and, unless placed on
9 probation as provided in section seven, may, on com-

10 plaint of a supervisor of attendance, be committed,
11 until he reaches his sixteenth birthday, to the county
12 training school, if any, maintained within the county
13 wherein he resides or, if there is no such school, to the
14 custody of the youth service board, or to a county
15 training school.

1 Section  2. Said chapter 77 is hereby' further
2 amended by striking out section 4, as so appearing,
3 and inserting in place thereof the following: —
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4 Section 4- A child between seven and sixteen
5 found wandering about the streets or public places,
6 having no lawful occupation, habitually absent from
7 school and growing up in idleness and ignorance, shall
8 be deemed an habitual absentee, and, unless placed on
9 probation as provided in section seven, may, on com- 

10 plaint of a supervisor of attendance or any other per
il  son, be committed, until he reaches his sixteenth
12 birthday, to the county training school, if any, main-
13 tained within the county wherein he resides or, if
14 there is no such school, to the custody of the youth
15 service board, or to a county training school.

1 Section  3. Said chapter 77 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 5, as so appearing,
3 and inserting in place thereof the following: —
4 Section 5. A child under sixteen persistently vio-
5 lating reasonable regulations of the school he attends,
6 or otherwise persistently misbehaving therein, so as
7 to render himself a fit subject for exclusion therefrom,
8 shall be deemed an habitual school offender, and, un-
9 less placed on probation as provided in section seven,

10 may, on complaint of a supervisor of attendance, be
11 committed, until he reaches his sixteenth birthday,
12 to the county training school, if any, maintained
13 within the county wherein he resides or, if there is no
14 such school, to the custody of the youth service
15 board, or to a county training' school.

1 Se c t io n  4. Section 11 of said chapter 77, as so
2 appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines
3 12 and 13, the words “ division of juvenile training in
4 the department of public welfare” and inserting in
5 place thereof the words: — youth service board, —
6 so as to read as follows: — Section 11. District courts,
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7 except the municipal court of Boston, trial justices
8 and the Boston juvenile court shall have jurisdiction of
9 offences arising under section one of chapter seventy-

10 six and under this chapter. A summons or warrant
11 issued by such court or justice may be served, at the
12 discretion of the court or justice, by a supervisor of
13 attendance or by any officer qualified to serve criminal
14 process. On complaint against a child for any such
15 offence, his parents, guardian or custodian shall be
16 notified as required by section fifty-five of chapter
17 one hundred and nineteen. A child against whom
18 complaint as an habitual absentee is brought by any
19 other person than a supervisor of attendance shall not
20 be committed until notice and an opportunity to be
21 heard have been given to the youth service board.

1 S e c t io n  5. Said chapter 77 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 12, as so appearing,
3 and inserting in place thereof the following: —
4 Section 12. Every school committee shall appoint,
5 make regulations governing and fix the compensation
6 of one or more supervisors of attendance, who may be
7 either male or female, and who shall meet such stand-
8 ards of qualification for such work as shall be estab-
9 lished by the department of education. Such super-

10 visors shall not receive fees for their services. The
11 committees of two or more towns may employ the
12 same supervisors oTattendance.

1 S e c t io n  6. Nothing in the preceding section shall
2 affect the rights or status of any supervisor of attend-
3 ance in office on the effective date of this act.

1 Se c t io n  7. This act shall take effect on January
2 first, nineteen hundred and forty-nine.


