
HOUSE No. 2401
By Messrs. Dean of Oakham and Hurwitz of Cohasset, petition of 

the Massachusetts Chiefs of Police Association for legislation relative 
to the establishment of police departments in certain towns. Towns.

Ci)t Commontoealtb of a&a$*acini*ett9
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

A n  A ct r e l a t iv e  to  th e  e s t a b l is h m e n t  o f  po lice

DEPARTMENTS IN CERTAIN TOWNS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:
1 Chapter 41 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 97A, inserted by chapter 540
3 of the acts of 1948, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section: —
5 Section 97A. In any town which accepts this sec-
6 tion there shall be a police department established by
7 the selectmen, and such department shall be under
8 the supervision of an officer to be known as the chief
9 of police. The selectmen of any such town shall ap-

10 point a chief of police and such other officers as they
11 deem necessary, and fix their compensation, not ex-
12 ceeding, in the aggregate, the annual appropriation
13 therefor. In any such town in which such appoint-
14 ments are not subject to chapter thirty-one, they shall
15 be made annually and the selectmen may remove such
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16 chief or other officers for cause at any time after a
17 hearing. The chief of police in any such town shall
18 from time to time make suitable regulations governing
19 the police department, and the officers thereof, subject
20 to the approval of the selectmen; provided, that such
21 regulations shall become effective without such ap-
22 proval upon the failure of the selectmen to take action
23 thereon within thirty days after they have been sub-
24 mitted to them by the chief of police. The chief of
25 police in any such town shall be in immediate control
26 of all town property used by the department, and of
27 the police officers, whom he shall assign to their re-
28 spective duties and who shall obey his orders. Section
29 ninety-seven shall not apply in any town which ac-
30 cepts the provisions of this section. Acceptance of the
31 provisions of this section shall be by a vote at an
32 annual town meeting.


