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CIit Commontuealti) of Massachusetts

REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION RELA
TIVE TO THE GRANTING OF LICENSES FOR 
THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES BY 
CERTAIN VETERANS’ ORGANIZATIONS.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The Committee, authorized under the provisions of 
chapter 68 of the Resolves of 1948, entitled “ Resolve 
providing for an Investigation by a Special Commission 
relative to the Granting to Veterans’ Organizations of 
Licenses for the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages” , herewith 
files a preliminary report.

The President of the Senate appointed Senator Richard 
I. Furbush of the Fifth Middlesex District; the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives appointed Earle Tyler of 
Watertown, Michael J. McCarthy of East Bridgewater 
and Philip Chapman of Boston; and the Governor ap
pointed the Department Commander of the American 
Legion, the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States, the Disabled American Veterans, the United 
Spanish War Veterans, the Marine Corps League, and the 
American Veterans of World War II, AMVETS.

A majority of the members of the special commission 
met at the State House in Boston on Monday, June 14, 
1948, and organized by the election of Senator Richard I. 
Furbush as chairman; Earle Tyler of Watertown as vice- 
chairman; and Michael J. McCarthy of East Bridgewater 
as clerk.

With only a limited amount of time for the study, the 
Commission was impressed with the desire of certain vet
erans’ organizations, posts, charters and detachments to 
be eligible for the issuance of a club license, so called, in 
the community in which they were organized. In many
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communities this is not possible at the present time owing 
to the established quota being filled. In some instances 
veterans’ posts are able to secure only a seasonal license. 
The Commission was informed that at public hearings on 
this question, on several petitions on this subject pending 
before the General Court and which were referred to this 
Commission, many of the organizations were well repre
sented and presented an able case for the issuance of such 
licenses.

In order that the desire of the veterans’ organizations 
may be obtained, we have recommended a draft of legis
lation for the granting of the license with certain restric
tions, as seemed desirable. This draft of legislation 
exempts the city of Boston from the provisions of the act. 
It has also been limited to posts of federally chartered 
veterans’ organizations.

It appears desirable to give the subject matter of this' 
resolve -— so much as relates to the city of Boston — 
farther consideration, and to make this study possible, a 
draft of legislation to revive and extend the Commission 
is included in the report .

Respectfully submitted,

RICHARD I. FURBUSH.
EARLE S. TYLER.
PHILIP A. CHAPMAN. 
m i c h a e l  j .  M cCa r t h y .
CHARLES J. ALLEN, AM VETS.
JOHN J. SULLIVAN, A. L.
WILLIAM F. HALLISEY, V. F. W.
MICHAEL D e  MARCO, M C. L.
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PROPOSED LEGISLATION

A p p e n d i x  A.

Cfte Commontoealtt) of QDassacfjusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

A n  A c t  a u t h o r iz in g  c it ie s  a n d  t o w n s , e x c e p t  b o s 

t o n , TO GRANT CLUB LICENSES, SO CALLED, TO CERTAIN 

INCORPORATED VETERANS’ ORGANIZATIONS TO SELL 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, IRRESPECTIVE OF THE QUOTA 

FOR SUCH LICENSES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 12 of chapter 138 of the General Laws,
2 as amended, is hereby further amended by inserting
3 after the third paragraph the following paragraph: —
4 The local licensing authorities of any city or town,
5 except Boston, wherein the granting of licenses under
6 this section to sell all alcoholic beverages or only
7 wines and malt beverages, as the case may be, is
8 authorized by this chapter, may, subject to the ap-
9 proval of the commission and irrespective of any

10 limitation of number of licenses contained in section
11 seventeen, issue a license to any corporation the
12 members of which are war veterans and which owns,
13 hires or leases in such city or town a building, or
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14 space in a building, for the use and accommodation
15 of a post or any war veterans’ organization incor-
16 porated by the congress of the United States, to
17 sell such beverages to the members of such post
18 only, and also, subject to regulations made by the
19 local licensing authorities, to guests introduced by
20 such members and to no others.
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A p p e n d i x  B .

C b e  C o m m o n to e a ltt)  o f Q g a s s a c iju s e tts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

R e s o l v e  r e v iv in g  a n d  c o n t in u in g  t h e  s p e c ia l  c o m 

m is s io n  ESTABLISHED TO MAKE AN INVESTIGATION 

RELATIVE TO THE GRANTING TO VETERANS’ ORGANIZA

TIONS OF LICENSES FOR THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEV

ERAGES.

1 Resolved, That the unpaid special commission, es-
2 tablished by chapter sixty-eight of the resolves of the
3 current year, is hereby revived and continued for the
4 purpose of making an investigation relative to pro-
5 viding for the granting to veterans’ organizations lo-
6 cated in the city of Boston of licenses for the sale of
7 alcoholic beverages. Said commission shall be pro-
8 vided with quarters in the state house or elsewhere,
9 may hold public hearings, and may expend for clerical

10 and other services and expenses such sum as may
11 hereafter be appropriated therefor. Said commission
12 shall report to the general court the results of its in-
13 vestigation, and its recommendations, if any, together
14 with drafts of legislation necessary to carry such
15 recommendations into effect, by filing the same with
16 the clerk of the house of representatives not later than
17 the first Wednesday of December in the current year.
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