
HOUSE No. 2423

Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. Ratal of Lawrence, 
for the report of the committee on Rules of the two branches, acting 
concurrently, reference to the next annual session (under Joint Rule 10) 
for the report of the special commission established to make an in
vestigation relative to the preparation of a new edition of the General 
Laws, and relative to the preparation of an index of certain special 
laws. June 18.

Ci)e Commontoealti) of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

R e s o l v e  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a  r e v i s i o n , r e c o d i f i c a t i o n ,

CONSOLIDATION AND AR R A N G EM EN T OF T H E  GE N E R A L  

LAWS OF T H E  COMMONWEALTH.

1 Resolved, That the governor, with the advice and
2 consent of the council, shall appoint three persons
3 learned in the law to he commissioners for revising,
4 recodifying, consolidating and arranging the General
5 Laws of the commonwealth, including such provisions
6 of the General Laws, enacted on the twenty-second
7 day of December, nineteen hundred and twenty, and
8 of all general laws since enacted or which may have
9 been enacted when the commissioners make their re-

10 port hereinafter provided for, as may be in force and
11 operation at the time of said report. The commis-
12 sioners shall carefully collect under different titles and
13 chapters, upon the plan and general form and method
14 of the General Laws, all acts and parts of acts relating
15 to the same subject; and shall execute the said re-
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16 vision, recodification, consolidation and arrangement
17 in such manner as in their judgment will render the
18 laws thus consolidated most concise and intelligible.
19 The commissioners may, in revising, recodifying, con-
20 solidating and arranging the law, omit redundant en-
21 actments, and those which may have ceased to have
22 any effect or influence on existing rights; may reject
23 superfluous words, and condense into as concise and
24 comprehensive a form as is consistent with a full and
25 clear expression of the will of the General Court, all
26 circuitous, tautological and ambiguous phraseology;
27 suggest any mistakes, omissions, inconsistencies and
28 imperfections which may appear in the laws to be
29 consolidated and arranged, and the manner in which
30 they may be corrected, supplied and amended. The
31 commissioners shall indicate by brief marginal notes
32 and references, the laws, chapters, and sections re-
33 vised, recodified, consolidated and arranged by them,
34 the substance of the contents of each section, and the
35 leading judicial decisions upon the same. They shall
36 complete the said revision, recodification, consolida-
37 tion and arrangement, and present in print a report of
38 substantive changes to the General Court on the first
39 Monday of January, nineteen hundred and fifty, and
40 their final report on the first Monday of January,
41 nineteen hundred and fifty-one. Said commissioners
42 shall each receive as compensation such sums as may
43 hereafter be appropriated therefor, and may expend
44 such sums for clerical assistance and otherwise as
45 may hereafter be appropriated therefor.


