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Fellow Senators: —

I thank you sincerely for the high honor you have con
ferred upon me by electing me to be your President. I 
assure you that I shall strive at all times to measure 
up to the trust you have placed in me, and I guarantee 
to each of you that I shall be fair in presiding over your 
deliberations.

Under the Constitution of Massachusetts, the General 
Court meets to redress any wrongs done to the citizens 
of the Commonwealth, and to act on any grievances 
they may suffer. That constitutional provision is in 
effect the backbone of our legislative procedure. It 
should be our guide constantly in legislating for all of 
the people. We should never slip into the error of en
acting legislation prejudicial to the citizens as a whole 
or to any group or person because of race, creed or color.

We must not only redress any wrongs experienced or 
correct any grievances suffered, but we must also en
deavor for the good of all our citizens to do all we can 
to solve problems caused by the economic disturbances 
which engulf the entire world.

Solution of many of these problems will be sought 
through hundreds of measures to come before us. If 
we act upon these measures in a spirit of harmony and 
careful deliberation, we can make this session of the 
legislature memorable by easing the economic and social 
burdens which the citizens are bearing. Massachusetts 
always has been outstanding in progressive and sane 
legislation. Let us keep pace with that record.
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I urge upon the several committees an early discharge 
of the duties assigned to them. By expedition, but at 
no sacrifice of fair and reasonable study of measures 
before us, we can do our job in a business-like manner, 
and complete our legislative session at an early date. 
You will have my full cooperation in attaining that 
goal.


