
SENATE No. 9
To accompany the petition of William C. Geary for legislation to 

authorize the furnishing of lunches to certain school children. Edu
cation.

Cbe Commontoealtf) of epassaclnisetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

A n  A c t  au th o r izin g  th e  fu r n ish in g  of lu n ch es  to

CERTAIN SCHOOL CHILDREN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section 72, as appearing in the
3 Tercentenary Edition, the following section: —
4 Section 72 A. In any city which accepts this sec-
5 tion by vote of its city council, or in any town which
6 accepts the same by vote of the town, in order to
7 safeguard the health and well-being of school chil-
8 dren, there shall be served to each school child un-
9 der the age of sixteen years a lunch which shall meet

10 the minimum nutritional requirements prescribed by
11 the commissioner of public health. Such meals shall
12 be served at cost or at a reduced cost or without cost
13 to children who are determined by the local school
14 authorities to be unable to pay the full cost of the
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15 lunch. No physical segregation of or other discrimi-
16 nation against any child shall be made by the school
17 because of his inability to pay. The cost of the
18 necessary equipment and of the lunches shall be paid
19 in the first instance by such city or town. Upon
20 report to the commissioner of public health on such
21 blanks and in such form as he may prescribe, of any
22 expenditure hereunder said commissioner shall, if he
23 approves the same, certify to the comptroller one
24 half of such amount and the state treasurer shall pay
25 the same. Said commissioner shall have general con-
26 trol and supervision of the carrying out of the provi-
27 sions of this act and he is hereby authorized to apply
28 for and to receive any payments in money or other-
29 wise from the federal government under the provi-
30 sions of the national school lunch act.


