
SENATE No. 83

To accompany the petition of John D. Mackay for legislation rela
tive to the jurisdiction of certain district courts in civil actions and 
providing for an appeal to the Superior Court by a party aggrieved 
by the judgment of a district court in certain actions. The Judiciary.

Cöe Commontoealti) of e^assacöusettö

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

A n  A c t  r e l a t iv e  to  t h e  j u r is d ic t io n  o f  c e r t a in

DISTRICT COURTS IN CIVIL ACTIONS AND PROVIDING 

FOR AN APPEAL TO THE SUPERIOR COURT BY A PARTY 

AGGRIEVED BY THE JUDGMENT OF A DISTRICT COURT 

IN CERTAIN ACTIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 S e c t io n  1. Chapter 218 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out section 19, as
3 amended, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section: -—
5 Section 19. District courts shall have original
6 jurisdiction concurrent with the superior court of
7 actions of contract, tort and replevin where the debt
8 or damages demanded or the value of the property
9 alleged to be detained does not exceed one thousand

10 dollars, or, in the municipal court of the city of Bos-
11 ton, two thousand dollars, and also of actions of
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12 summary process under chapter two hundred and
13 thirty-nine, and proceedings under section forty-one
14 of chapter two hundred and thirty-one.

1 S e c t io n  2. Chapter 231 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out section 97, as
3 appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting
4 in place thereof the following section: —
5 Section 97. Except as otherwise provided as to the
6 municipal court of the city of Boston, a party ag-
7 grieved by the judgment of a district court in a civil
8 action, unless a written waiver of the right of appeal
9 has been filed by all the parties, may, within twenty-

10 four hours after entry of a judgment rendered in
11 accordance with section three of chapter two hundred
12 and thirty-nine and in any other case within six days
13 after the entry of the judgment, appeal therefrom
14 to the superior court. In such case, no execution
15 shall issue on the judgment appealed from. The
16 case shall be entered in the superior court for the
17 same county at the return day next after the appeal
18 has been taken and shall be there tried and deter-
19 mined as if originally commenced there. In an action
20 founded upon a liability which is joint, if some but
21 not all of the defendants appeal, the case shall never-
22 theless be transferred as against all, and such judg-
23 ment shall be entered in the superior court as justice
24 may require; but a co-defendant who has not joined
25 in the appeal shall not be liable for costs arising after
26 the appeal was taken.


