
SENATE No. 193
To accompany the petition of the New England Fraternal Con

gress, by Elwood V. Short, president, for legislation to authorize the 
payment of endowment benefits to beneficiaries by fraternal benefit 
societies operating in Massachusetts. Insurance.

Cöe Commontoealtö of e^assacftuoetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

A n  A ct a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  e n d o w m e n t

BENEFITS TO BEN EFICIARIES BY FRATERN AL BENEFIT 

SOCIETIES OPERATING IN MASSACHUSETTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 iSection 21 of chapter 176 of the General Laws,
2 appearing as amended up to January first, nineteen
3 hundred and forty, is hereby amended by inserting
4 after the word “ Death” in the first line the word: —
5 endowment, —  causing the section to read as follows:
6 — Section 21. Beneficiaries, etc. —  Death, endow-
7 ment or annuity benefits shall be payable to any
8 beneficiary designated by the member; provided,
9 that the society may by its by-laws make restrictions 

H) as to who may be beneficiaries. Each member shall
11 have the right to change his beneficiary from time to
12 time in accordance with the by-laws of the society;
13 and no beneficiary shall have or obtain any vested
14 interest in said benefits until the same have become
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15 clue and payable upon the death of the member. No
16 contract under this chapter, except where an incor-
17 porated charitable institution or home is made a
18 beneficiary in accordance with the by-laws of the
19 society, shall be valid which shall be conditioned
20 upon an agreement or understanding that the person
21 to whom the death, endowment or annuity benefit is
22 made payable shall pay the periodic or other con-
23 tributions of the member.


