
SENATE No. 254

To accompany the petition of the Massachusetts Wholesalers of 
Malt Beverages, Inc., by Thomas F. Kelley, executive secretary, for 
legislation to regulate the transfer of licenses to sell alcoholic bever
ages. Legal Affairs.

£be Commontoealtfr of Siassacbusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An Act r e g u l a t in g  t h e  t r a n sf e r  of l ic e n se s  to sell

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES.

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House oj Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 The 9th paragraph of section 23 of chapter 138 of
2 the General Laws, as appearing in section 12 of chap-
3 ter 542 of the acts of 1943, is amended to read as
4 follows:
5 Any license under this chapter held by an individual,
6 partnership or corporation may be transferred to any
7 individual, partnership or corporation qualified to
8 receive such a license in the first instance, if, in the
9 opinion of the licensing authorities, such transfer is in

10 the public interest ; provided, however, that each
11 application for the transfer of a license under this
12 chapter shall be accompanied by a sworn affidavit
13 made under the penalties of perjury concerning the
14 indebtedness of the proposed transferor for alcoholic
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beverages, and no transfer of a license under this 
chapter shall be granted by the local licensing au
thorities or granted or approved by the commission 
unless and until all indebtedness for the purchase of 
alcoholic beverages shall have been paid. Any false 
statement or omission of material fact from such 
affidavit shall be grounds for nullification of any 
transfer granted. If the local licensing authorities 
determine that an individual, partnership or corpora
tion is not entitled to a transfer as aforesaid of a 
license granted to them, the applicant for such transfer 
may appeal to the commission as if such authorities 
had refused to grant the license to such individual, 
partnership or corporation upon an original applica
tion therefor, and the decision of the commission 
upon such appeal shall be final.


