
SENATE 406

Taken from the files of the preceding General Court by an order
(offered by Senator Innes) jointly adopted on January 8. Constitu-
tional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

Proposal for a legislative amendment of the con-
stitution TO PROVIDE FOR THE FILLING OF VACANCIES

IN CERTAIN CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICES.

1 A joint session of the Senate and House of Represen-
-2 tatives hereby declares it to be expedient to alter the
3 Constitution by the adoption of the following Article
4 of Amendment, to the end that it may become a part
5 of the Constitution, if similarly agreed to in a joint
6 session of the next General Court and approved by
7 the people at the state election next following:

8 ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.

9 Article . Article XVII of the Amendments
10 of the Constitution, as amended, is hereby further
11 amended by striking out, in the third sentence, the
12 words “two persons who had the highest number of
13 votes for said offices on the day in November afore-

-14 said” and inserting in place thereof the words:
15 people at large, so that said sentence will read as
16 follows; In case of a failure to elect either of said
17 officers on the day in November aforesaid, or in case

Cbe CommontoealtJ) of 9@assadbusctts



SENATE No. 406. [Jan. 1948.2

18 of the decease, in the meantime, of the person elected
19 as such, such officer shall be chosen on or before the
20 third Wednesday in January next thereafter, from the
21 people at large, by joint ballot of the senators and rep-
-22 resentatives, in one room; and in case the office of
23 secretary, or treasurer and receiver-general, or auditor,
24 or attorney-general, shall become vacant, from any
25 cause, during an annual or special session of the general
26 court, such vacancy shall in like manner be filled by
27 choice from the people at large; but if such vacancy
28 shall occur at any other time, it shall be supplied by the
29 governor by appointment, with the advice and consent
30 of the council.


