
SENATE 458

)

To accompany the petition of Daniel B. Brunton, mayor of Spring-
field, for legislation to authorize cities and towns to declare a state of
emergency because of snow, ice, floods or acts of God and to regulate
the driving, parking and removal of vehicles in such cases. Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An Act authorizing cities and towns to declare a
STATE OF EMERGENCY WHEN TRAFFIC CONGESTION IS

CAUSED BY SNOW, ICE OR OTHER CAUSES, AND TO DELE-

GATE THE POWER TO PROHIBIT DRIVING Or PARKING

VEHICLES ON PUBLIC WAYS AND TO REMOVE SUCH

VEHICLES IN CERTAIN CASES.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to eliminate danger
3 to life, health and property caused by the blocking
4 of public ways by vehicles parking, because of the
5 accumulation of snow and ice, in such a manner as to
6 impede or prevent the passage of fire apparatus, police
7 vehicles and ambulances, therefore this act is de-
-8 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
9 immediate preservation of the public health and

10 convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 21 of chapter 40 of the General Laws, as
2 amended is hereby further amended by adding at
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3 the end the following:— (17) Authorizing and em-
-4 powering the mayor of a city or the selectmen of a
5 town to declare that a state of emergency exists
6 because of traffic congestion caused or that may be
7 caused by an accumulation of snow and ice, floods,
8 storms or act of God and to delegate to the chief of
9 police or other officer power and authority to issue

10 temporary emergency regulations prohibiting or gov-
-11 erning, during said emergency, the driving and
12 parking of vehicles on the whole or any part of any
13 or all public ways and authorizing said chief of police
14 or other officer to remove or cause to be removed, to
15 some convenient place, including in such term a
16 public garage, any vehicle driven or parked in viola-
-17 tion of said temporary emergency regulation and
18 for imposing liability for the cost of such removal
19 and of the storage charges, if any, resulting therefrom
20 upon the owner of such vehicle.


