
Senate, April 8, 1948.

The committee on State Administration, to whom was
referred so much of Part I of the report of the special
commission (including members of the General Court)
established (under Chapter 68 of the Resolves of 1947)
to make a survey and study of problems relating to veter-
ans, including housing and hospital facilities (House,
No. 1740) as relates to establishing the State housing
division and transferring to it the powers, duties and
obligations of the State Board of Housing (App. VI), re-
port the accompanying bill (Senate, No. 529).

For the committee,

CORNELIUS F. HALEY.
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I

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An Act establishing the state housing board and
TRANSFERRING THE POWERS, DUTIES AND OBLIGATIONS

OF THE STATE BOARD OF HOUSING.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to provide without
3 delay for the establishment of the state housing board
4 to serve under the governor and council and to transfer
5 to it certain powers and duties now exercised and
6 imposed upon the state board of housing and to trans-
-7 fer to its chairman other powers and duties now exer-
-8 cised and imposed upon the state board of housing,
9 therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency

10 law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the
11 public health, safety and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Sections seventeen and eighteen of
2 chapter eighteen of the General Laws are hereby re-

-3 pealed.

1 Section 2. Section 17 of chapter 6of the General
2 Laws, as most recently amended by section 1 of chap-

-3 ter 513 of the acts of 1947, is hereby further amended
4 by inserting after the word “board”, in line 8, the
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5 words; —, the state housing board, so as to read
6as follows; Section 17. The armory commission,
7 the art commission, the commission on administration
8 and finance, the commissioner of veterans’ services,
9 the commissioners on uniform state laws, the public

10 bequest commission, the state ballot law commission,
11 the board of trustees of the Soldiers’ Home in Massa-
-12 chusetts, the milk regulation board, the alcoholic bev-
-13 erages control commission, the state planning board,
14 the state housing board, the trustees of the state
15 library, the state racing commission, the Greylock
16 reservation commission, the Port of Boston Authority,
17 the Massachusetts public building commission, the
18 Massachusetts fair employment practice commission,
19 the outdoor advertising authority, the commission on
20 alcoholism and the Massachusetts aeronautics com-
-21 mission shall serve under the governor and council,
22 and shall be subject to such supervision as the gov-
-23 ernor and council deem necessary and proper.

1 Section 3. Said chapter 6of the General Laws is
2 hereby further amended by adding after section 63,
3 inserted by section 2 of said chapter 513, under the
4 heading state housing board, the following section:—-

5 Section 64- Members of Board; Powers and Duties;
6 Employees. There shall be a state housing board, in
7 this section called the board, consisting of five mem-
-8 bers appointed by the governor, with the advice and
9 consent of the council, one of whom shall be desig-

-10 nated by the governor as chairman. Upon the ex-
-11 piration of the term of office of a member, his succes-
-12 sor shall be appointed in the manner aforesaid to
13 serve for a term of five years. Any vacancy shall
14 be filled in the manner aforesaid for the remainder
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15 of the unexpired term. Any vacancy therein shall
16 not impair its powers nor affect its duties. The
17 chairman shall receive an annual salary of ten thou-
-18 sand dollars and shall devote his whole time to the
19 duties of his office. The remaining four members
20 shall each receive an annual salary of two thousand
21 dollars. Except where the powers and duties of the
22 board are exercised and performed by the chairman,
23 as hereinafter provided, the majority of the members
24 of the board shall constitute a quorum for the trans-
-25 action of its business. It shall have a seal which
26 shall be judicially noticed, and shall make an annual
27 report to the general court and such additional
28 reports to the general court and the governor as it
29 or he shall deem necessary or advisable. All other
30 powers and duties of the board shall be exercised and
31 performed by the chairman as hereinafter provided.
32 The board shall serve as advisory council to the
33 chairman, to the extent and in the manner which
34 may from time to time be prescribed by the governor
35 and council, in the exercise and performance by the
36 chairman of the powers and duties of the board.
37 The principal office of the board shall be in Boston
38 but it may sit at any place within the commonwealth.
39 The time and place of its meetings shall be prescribed
40 by the chairman. Adequate offices in the state house
41 or elsewhere in said city shall be provided for the
42 board, and the proper county commissioners shall
43 provide it with suitable rooms in courthouses or
44 other buildings when necessary for hearings outside
45 said city.
46 The chairman may, within the limits of the amount
47 appropriated therefor, appoint such experts, counsel,
48 clerks and assistants as the work of the board may
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49 require and may remove them, and may make such
50 expenditures as may be necessary in order to execute
51 effectively the functions of the board. The members
52 and employees of the board shall receive their neces-

-53 sary traveling expenses and, except as otherwise pro-
-54 vided by law, their expenses actually incurred for
55 subsistence while traveling outside the city of Boston
56 in the performance of their duties. The necessary
57 administrative and other expenses of the board shall
58 be paid from such appropriations as may be made for
59 the purpose. All moneys received by the board as
60 fees or otherwise shall be paid at least monthly to the
61 state treasurer.

1 Section 4. Section 26 Jof chapter 121 of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by section 2
3 of chapter 200 of the acts of 1948, is hereby further
4 amended by striking out the paragraph defining
5 “Housing board” or “board” and inserting in
6 place thereof the following; —“Housing board” or
7 “board”, the state housing board established under
8 section sixty-four of chapter six.

1 Section 5. The state board of housing existing
2 under section seventeen of chapter eighteen of the
3 General Laws, and amendments thereof and addi-
-4 tions thereto, including all the offices in said board,
5 is hereby abolished. The state housing board, estab-
-6 lished by this act, acting by a majority of its members,
7 shall exericse and perform all of the rights, powers,
8 duties and obligations of the state board of housing
9 under the provisions of chapter three hundred and

10 seventy-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and
11 forty-six, and amendments thereof. The chairman
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12 of the state housing board shall exercise and perform
13 all other rights, powers, duties and obligations of the
14 state board of housing, except the making of an
15 annual report to the general court and such additional
16 reports to the general court and the governor as it or
17 he shall deem necessary or advisable. The state
18 housing board shall be the lawful successor of the state
19 board of housing, including the offices therein.

1 Section 6. The members of the state board of
2 housing on the effective date of this act shall constitute
3 the members of the state housing board established by
4 this act and shall serve for the remainder of their
5 respective unexpired terms as members of the state
6 board of housing. The chairman of the state board
7 of housing on the effective date of this act shall
8 serve as chairman of the state housing board until the
9 designation by the governor of any other member of

10 the state housing board as chairman. All employees of
11 the state board of housing on the effective date of this
12 act, shall be transferred to and shall serve in the state
13 housing board established by this act, without im-
-14 pairment of any of their rights or of their civil service
15 status, if any. They shall perform such duties in the
16 state housing board for which they are qualified as the
17 chairman of the state housing board may prescribe.






