
SENATE .... No. 542

Executive Department
State House, Boston, April 21, 1948,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning herewith without my approval House
Bill 1569 entitled: “An Act relative to the Au-
thorized Transportation of School Children to
and from Certain Events of Public Interest.”

The purpose of this Act is wholly commendable. It is
intended to facilitate the transportation of school children
by motor vehicle to and from events of public interest.
Under the present law (Chapter 159 A of the General
Laws, as amended by Chapter 482 of the Acts of 1947),
aperson under contract with a municipality or a municipal
board may transport school children by motor vehicle
without the requirement of a license issued by the De-
partment of Public Utilities. But under such circum-
stances the motor vehicle so used is subject to inspection
by the Registry of Motor Vehicles.

The present bill goes much further. It not only exempts
from regulation by the Department of Public Utilities
motor vehicles operated for the transportation of school
children to or from events of public interest; it fails to
make any provision for safety inspection or regulation
of such vehicles by the Registry of Motor Vehicles or
any other agency. This legislation, in effect, authorizes
any person to carry school children to any event deemed
to be of public interest without regard to the type or
condition of the motor vehicle used or other essential
standards in the interest of public safety.
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The problem of making it easier to secure transporta-
tion of children to such functions cannot be met by
legislation which would remove motor vehicles so used
from all regulation. The safety of our school children
comes first. It must be more adequately protected and
not less so, as would be the inadvertent consequence
of this legislation.

For these reasons I do not approve the Bill

Respectfully your;

ROBERT F. BRADFORD,
Governor of Massachusett


