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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

I am resubmitting for your consideration House Bill,
No. 2388.

It is beyond my comprehension that any legislator,
fully informed of the facts, could intentionally vote to
block the final funds necessary to complete the Logan
International Airport. You and your predecessors have
already authorized four-fifths of the cost of this great
project. You are now withholding approval of the final
fifth, the only part which can produce substantial revenue.
Without the completion of the Central Terminal Build-
ing, made possible by the provisions of this Act, no man-
agement of the airport, however efficient, can produce
enough income to begin to make Logan self-supporting.

The Commonwealth is already committed to a very
large investment in this airport. Since 1941 each suc-
cessive Legislature and each state administration, re-
gardless of politics and regardless of party, have voted
expenditures which have already produced at Logan an
airport with runways which, according to expert informa-
tion, are the best on the east coast of the United States.
But to operate these runways and the airport without the
income to be derived from leases and concessions, which
are possible only with a completed central building, is
costing and will continue to cost the Commonwealth an
average deficit of $lOO,OOO a year.

It is not only desirable, it is vitally important that
construction of the Terminal Building proceed concur-

C6e Commontoealtft of spassacljusetto



SENATE No. 618. [June, 1948.9

rently with the completion of the Apron Building, for
which you authorized funds at your last session. All the
time remaining this summer will be needed by the archi-
tects and engineers to have plans for the Terminal Build-
ing in final shape to call for bids by September 1. It will
take in all a minimum of eighteen months from contract
date to completion of the Terminal Building for occu-
pancy. But no construction can be begun unless this
bond issue is enacted; and those eighteen months will be
completely thrown away. More than that, during those
eighteen months airlines and other industries connected
with aviation will be establishing their permanent instal-
lations and locating their facilities at other airports. If
Massachusetts is to remain in the aviation picture, this
delay cannot be tolerated.

At this session you have enacted legislation to provide
for a sound business operation of state-owned airports.
It is unthinkable that at the same session you should deny
the funds without which no business management and no
development of this great state airport at East Boston is
even possible. This is no place for partisan politics. A
vote against this bond issue is a vote to continue deficits
at Logan.

Respectfully yours,

ROBERT F. BRADFORD,
Governor of Massachusetts.


