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Metropolitan District Commission
20 Somerset Street, Boston 8, November 2, 1948.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives,

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 92, sec-
tion 100 and chapter 30, section 33 of the General Laws
as amended by sections 9 and 6, respectively, of chap-
ter 292 of the Acts of 1945 and chapter 67 of the Acts of
1948, I have the honor to submit that portion of the

annual report of the Metropolitan District Commission
which contains recommendations for legislative action,
together with drafts of bills embodying the legislation
recommended. These bills have been submitted to either
Counsel to the Senate or Counsel to the House of Repre-
sentatives for advice and assistance as to the form thereof.

Respectfully submitted

WILLIAM T. MORRISSEY,

Cbe CommontoealtJ) of

Comviissio?ier.
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The Commission recommends an amendment of the
statutes to correct the present financially unsound situa-
tion, fixing the price of water at $55 per million gallons,
except that the towns of Saugus and Winchester, which
recently joined the district and can rightfully claim to
have done so on account of the $4O legislation, will con-
tinue to get water at $4O. Chapter 587 of the Acts of
1945 (clarified as amended by chapter 549 of the Acts of
1946) contains provisions which disregarded recommenda-

tions of the subcommittee of financial experts of the so-
called Governor’s Committee in 1944, particularly in
setting too low a figure for the cost per million gallons
and in putting the plan into effect prior to the admission
of new member municipalities. The effect of such legis-
lation during 1946, 1947 and 1948 has been to burden
the Water District with an additional debt of about
$8,000,000 because of the so-called Water-Use-Develop-
ment Bonds, without the benefit to date of admission of
new members to substantially increase the total consump-
tion of water.

The Commission recommends the enactment of en-
abling legislation which will permit it to construct an
aqueduct capable of supplying water to Lowell and
ultimately other communities in the Merrimack Valley,
but contingent upon the making of a suitable agreement
or agreements for the sale and purchase of water.

RECOMMENDATIONS.

1. Relative to revising the Method of Assessment
ofTowns in the Metropolitan Water District.

2. Relative to extending the Metropolitan Water
Supply System to Supply Towns in the Merri-
mack Valley.
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This proposed act is modeled after sections 3 to
inclusive, of chapter 575 of the Acts of 1947, which
enabled the district to proceed with the construction of
a Chicopee Valley Aqueduct from Quabbin Reservoir,
following the making of an agreement for the purchase
of water by the city of Chicopee. Following the granting
of authority by section 1 of said chapter 575 for the sale
of water by the Commission to any towns outside the
Metropolitan District proper, the Commission has re-
cently had preliminary discussions of the matter with
the city of Lowell which indicate the desirability of con-
structing such an aqueduct from Wachusett Reservoir.

3. Relative to the Co-ordination of Various Metro-
politan District Sewerage Projects and the
Appropriation of Adequate Funds therefor.

The Commission recommends the passage of legislation
increasing the authorization of expenditures under chap-
ter 705 of the Acts of 1945 from $15,000,000 to $40,000,000
in order to complete works now being constructed for
Projects 1 (Nut Island) and 3 (Alewife Brook); to permit
the construction of Projects 2 (North Metropolitan
Relief), 4 (South Charles) and 5 (North Charles) as
modified and co-ordinated in a general plan for properly
disposing of sewage from both the North and South
Metropolitan Districts; and to provide for the con-
struction of the Deer Island Sewage Treatment Plant.

Such increase in authorization is caused by
(a) The recognized inadequacy of the amount of the

original authorization to provide for the construction of
the five projects.

( b ) The rise in construction costs since the estimates
were made about 1939.

(c) The proper co-ordination of Projects 2, 4 and 5 to
provide for proper future requirements of both the North
and South Metropolitan Districts.

(d) The addition to these projects of the Deer Island
Sewage Treatment Plant of similar design to the one
being constructed at Nut Island.
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A summary of the additional appropriations recom-
mended to be authorized is as follows;

To complete Project 1 31,015,000
To construct Project 2as co-ordinated . . .. 3,600,000
To complete Project 3 800,000
To construct Projects 4 and 5 as co-ordinated . . 13,585,000
To construct Deer Island Sewage Treatment Plant . 6,000,000

Total additional appropriations $25,000,000

4. Relative to the sale of Water to Agencies of

the Federal Government.
The Commission recommends an amendment to chap-

ter 587 of the Acts of 1945 which would authorize the
sale of water from the Metropolitan Water System to
agencies and facilities of the federal government, where
it is not possible for cities or towns in which such agencies
or facilities may be located to furnish a satisfactory supply,
on a broader basis than now permitted by said act.

5. Relative to increasing the Amount to be appro-
priated annually for Metropolitan Water
Supply Connections.

The Commission recommends an amendment to chap-
ter 543 of the Acts of 1943 which would increase the
allowance to be made available annually, to provide cer-
tain connections between Metropolitan Water mains and
those of various communities desiring to join the Metro-
politan Water District, from $250,000 to $500,000 because
of substantial increases in labor and material costs since
passage of said act.

6. Relative to increasing the Amount of the Appro-
priation for Constructing an Additional
Water Main from the Middlesex Fells Reser-
voir to Marblehead.

The Commission recommends an amendment to chap-
ter 608 of the Acts of 1948 to increase the appropriation
of $2,500,000 made available by said act for constructing
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an additional water main from the Middlesex Fells Reser-
voir through the cities and towns of Melrose, Saugus,
Lynn and Swampscott to Marblehead, as its preliminary
studies for this project indicate that the amount now
available will not be sufficient for carrying out the pur-
pose of said act. The Commission, in the draft of a bill
accompanying this recommendation, is not stating the
additional amount necessary, but it will have a specific
estimate available when the bill is given a hearing.

7. Relative to the erection of a Statue of the

Late General George S. Patton, Jr., on the

Storrow Memorial Embankment.
Chapter 87 of the Resolves of 1948 directed the Com-

mission to erect a statue of General George S. Patton, Jr.,
on the Storrow Memorial Embankment, and authorized
the Commission to “receive gifts for said purpose” to
supplement an item of $5,000 provided in the Commis-
sion’s 1948-1949 budget.

As the Commission received no gifts, and as it does not
believe it should, as a public agency, actively solicit them,
it recommends an appropriation sufficient in amount to
provide the statue as recommended in the report of the
special commission created by chapter 41 of the Resolves
of 1947.

8. Relative to the construction of a Parkway
from Hammond Pond Parkway in Brookline
to Route 128 in Needham.

The Commission recommends the construction of a
parkway from the Horace James Circle, Hammond Pond
Parkway in Brookline, through the southerly part of the
city of Newton, to and across the Charles River to the
vicinity of Kendrick Street in Needham. This proposed
parkway, under consideration since 1938, will provide a
most desirable link in our Metropolitan Parkway System,
and also open up new territory for development, par-
ticularly as regards a veterans housing project of con-
siderable size now under construction bv the city of
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Newton. A substantial portion of the land needed for the
construction of this parkway is owned by the city of
Newton.

9. Relative to revising the Methods of Assessing
Metropolitan Parks and Boulevard Expenses.

The Commission recommends the establishment of
new methods for assessing Metropolitan Parks and
Boulevard expenses against the cities and towns in the
Metropolitan Parks District in order that the very in-
volved and cumbersome accounting procedures now re-
quired ma}? be simplified.






