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By Mr. O’Neill of Cambridge (by request) petition of Robert H.
O’Neil and another that the Governor be authorized to appoint a
special commission to investigate the Department of Mental Health
and hospitals under its jurisdiction and the laws pertaining thereto.
Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

Resolve to create a commission to investigate the

DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH. HOSPITALS UNDER

ITS JURISDICTION AND A STUDY OF THE LAWS PER-

TAINING TO THEM.

1 Resolved, That his excellency the governor is hereby
2 authorized and directed to appoint, with the advice
3 and consent of the council, a special commission of
4 seven persons consisting of at least one attorney at
5 law, who are not connected with the department of
6 mental health or hospitals under its jurisdiction, to
7 investigate conditions in the department and hospitals
8 under its supervision, including the financial manage-
-9 ment of such hospitals, the food, care, treatment of

10 inmates and employees of such hospitals, improper
11 detention of inmates who are not in need of hospi-
-12 talization, also the department as to its operations
13 in the best interests of inmates and employees of the
14 hospitals and its work in promotion of mental hygiene
15 and mental health of the people of the commonwealth,
16 its co-operation with the United States Public Health
17 Service under the National Mental Health Act; also
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18 with respect to practices and policies prevailing in the
19 matter of admissions and discharges of inmates.
20 Said commission shall hold hearings, may require of
21 the department of mental health and such other
22 departments and commissions or officers of the com-
-23 monwealth, county, city or town of the common-
-24 wealth as have or can obtain information in relation
25 to the subject matter of this resolve, such assistance
26 as may be helpful in the course of its study and
27 survey, may require by summons the attendance and
28 testimony of witnesses including patients, ex-patients,
29 employees and former employees of state hospitals
30 and the production of such books, papers and records
31 as relates to the matter under investigation. Such
32 commission shall also make a study of the laws per-
-33 taining to commitment, restraint, detention of in-
-34 mates, guardianship of insane people with the view
35 of recommending such changes in the laws that will
36 assure humane treatment of all persons confined in
37 mental hospitals, suffering with nervous and mental
38 sickness, the protection of the liberty and property of
39 inmates in mental hospitals in accordance with their
40 constitutional rights and to prevent illegal commit-
-41 ments of sane people to mental hospitals.
42 Said commission shall be provided with quarters in
43 the state house or elsewhere, employ counsel, clerical
44 and other services and expend a sum of money in the
45 amount of twenty-five thousand dollars.
46 Said commission shall report to the general court
47 the results of its study and survey, and its recom-
-48 mendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation
49 to carry its recommendations into effect by filing the
50 same with the clerk of the house of representatives
51 not later than the first Wednesday of December in
52 the current year.


