
HOUSE .... No. 503
By Mr. Vaughan of Belmont, petition of Samuel B. Horovitz for

legislation to simplify dependency provisions under the workmen’s
compensation law. Labor and Industries.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

An Act to simplify dependency provisions.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Ct)t CommontoealtJ) of Massachusetts

1 Chapter 152 of the General Laws, as amended, is
2 hereby further amended by striking out section 31 and
3 inserting in place thereof the following section:
4 Section 31. If death results from the injury, the
5 following persons shall each receive twenty-five dollars
6 a week for life: a widow; a widower and children of
7 the deceased employee over the age of eighteen years
8 if physically or mentally incapacitated from earning.
9 The following persons shall receive fifteen dollars a

10 week: each parent for five hundred weeks, and there-
-11 after only during all periods when not fully self-
-12 supporting; each child, including posthumous, illegiti-
-13 mate, step, adopted or by a former spouse, until
14 eighteen years of age, or if in school or college, in the
15 discretion of the industrial accident board, for an addi-
-16 tional period not exceeding eight vears for further
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17 educational purposes; a widower, for one thousand
18 weeks.
19 All others, if totally dependent, shall each receive
20 fifteen dollars a week for -five hundred weeks, and if
21 partially dependent ten dollars a week for five hun-
-22 dred wr eeks.
23 Payment to one person or to a group shall not
24 affect payments to others. Payments shall date from
25 the injury except that if payments have been made to
26 the employee, they shall date from the date of the last
27 payment to him or her.
28 A person shall be considered dependent if in fact
29 within one year of the injury or of the death he or
30 she has received contributions from the employee
31 for his support even though capable of working, or
32 capable of living on a lower standard. If the deceased
33 was working for a short period only, reasonable
34 expectation of support shall be deemed sufficient to
35 find dependency, total or partial.
36 Death shall stop all payments to the dependents
37 except that such payments to a widow or widower
38 shall be transferred to a child or children of the
39 deceased in equal shares. If a widow or widower
40 remarries, his or her share shall be transferred to a
41 child or children of the deceased in equal shares.


