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By Mr. Piemonte of Boston, petition of the United Prison Associa-
tion of Massachusetts and Gabriel Francis Piemonte for legislation to
require the consideration for release on parole by the Parole Board of
cases of certain life prisoners. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forte-Nine

An Act relative to the release on parole by the

PAROLE BOARD OF CERTAIN LIFE PRISONERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one hundred and fifty-four A
2 of chapter one hundred and twenty-seven of the Gen-
-3 era! Laws, as most recently amended by section fifty-
-4 three of chapter four hundred and fifty-one of the
5 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, is hereby
6 repealed.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 127 is hereby further
2 amended by inserting after section 133, as most re-
-3 cently amended by chapter 254 of the acts of 1946,
4 the following new section;
5 Section 133A. In every case where a person is
6 confined in any penal institution, except the Bridge-
-7 water state hospital, under a sentence for the term of
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8 his or her natural life, the parole board shall, within
9 sixty days after the expiration of fifteen years of such

10 sentence, consider carefully and thoroughly the merits
11 of such case on the question of releasing such person
12 on parole. After such consideration the parole board
13 may grant to such prisoner a parole permit to be at
14 liberty upon such terms and conditions as it may
15 prescribe for the unexpired term of his sentence.
16 Such terms and conditions may be revised, altered,
17 and amended, and may be revoked by the parole
18 board at any time. The violation by the holder of
19 such a permit of any of its terms or conditions, or of
20 any law of the commonwealth shall render such per-
-21 mit void, and thereupon, or if such permit has been
22 revoked, the parole board may order his arrest, and
23 his return to prison, in accordance with the provisions
24 of section one hundred and forty-nine. The terms of
25 this bill shall also apply to any person who has served
26 a sentence of fifteen years or more immediately prior
27 to the effective date of this act.


