
HOUSE No. 646
By Mr. Winslow of Cambridge, petition of Philip Nichols relative

to authorizing the levy of special assessments for the laying of water
pipes in public ways. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine

An Act to authorize the levy of special assessments

FOR THE LAYING OF WATER PIPES IN PUBLIC WAYS.

1 Chapter 40 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section 42F the following three
3 sections:
4 Section 4'2G. Any city, town or district having a
5 water supply or water distributing system which,
6 in the case of a city or town, accepts this section in
7 the manner provided by section four of chapter
8 four, or, in the case of a district, by vote of its in-
-9 habitants at a meeting called therefor, may provide

10 by ordinance, by-law or vote for the levy of special
11 assessments to meet the whole or part of the cost
12 thereafter incurred of laying pipes in public ways for
13 the conveyance or distribution of water to its
14 inhabitants. Such city, town or district may provide
15 that an owner of land which receives benefit from

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
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16 the laying of a water pipe in a public way upon which
17 his land abuts or which by more remote means receives
18 benefit through the supply of water to his land or
19 buildings shall pay a proportionate part of the cost
20 not already assessed of extending such water supply
21 to his land.
22 The amount to be charged against each parcel of
23 land receiving such benefit shall include the cost
24 of the pipes and other material and of the labor in
25 laying them and other expenses incidental thereto
26 and shall be ascertained, assessed and certified by
27 the water commissioners or the other officers in charge
28 of the supply and distribution of water in such city,
29 town or district.

town or district having a
distributing system may
for the cost of providing
thereafter in public ways
several parcels of land re-
laying of such pipes by a

30 Section 42H. A city,
31 water supply or water
32 provide that assessment
33 and laying water pipes
34 shall be made upon the
35 ceiving benefits from the
36 fixed uniform rate based upon the estimated average
37 cost of all the water pipes therein and the laying
38 thereof, according to the frontage of such land on
39 any way in which a water pipe is laid, or according
40 to the area of such land within a fixed depth from
41 such a way, or according to valuation for purposes of
42 taxation in the last annual assessment, or according
43 to two or all of such measures.
44 Section 4%1- Whenever the water commissioners
45 or other officers in charge of the supply and distribu-
-46 tion of water in a city, town or district which has
47 accepted sections forty-two G to forty-two I inclusive
48 determine to lay a water pipe in a public way and
49 assessments may be made under said sections for the
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50 construction of such improvement, they shall forth-
-51 with cause to be recorded in the registry of deeds of
52 the county or district in which such city, town or

53 district is situated a statement of their action, which
54 shall specify the ways in which such water pipes are
55 to be laid and shall describe such land as does not
56 abut upon any such way which is to be assessed for
57 such improvement. All assessments imposed under
58 sections forty-two G and forty-two H upon any land
59 which abuts upon any such way in which such water
60 pipes are to be laid or is included in such description
61 shall constitute a lien upon such land from the time
62 such statement is recorded. The provisions of chapter
63 eighty relative to the apportionment, division, re-
-64 assessment, abatement and collection of assessments,
65 and to interest, shall apply to assessments under
66 this chapter. No assessment shall be levied under
67 sections forty-two H to forty-two I inclusive in excess
68 of the benefit to the land assessed from the laying
69 of the water pipes for which the assessment is levied;
70 and if any assessment is found to exceed such benefit,

it shall be abated.




