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To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court Assembled.

Chapter 52 of the Resolves of the year 1948 directs
the Metropolitan District Commission to investigate and
study the subject matter of House Document No. 1124
of 1948. This bill directs said Commission “to recon-
struct, relocate and widen the highway and railroad
bridge, so called, between the Revere Beach boulevard
and North Shore road in the city of Revere.” It also
provides that —
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The cost of the work authorized by this act to be done by the com-
mission shall not exceed seventy-nine thousand dollars. Said cost
up to the amount of fifty thousand dollars shall be paid by the com-
monwealth from the balance of funds appropriated for the work of
widening and reconstructing Ocean avenue in the said city of Revere
as authorized by chapter three hundred and seventy-five of the acts
of nineteen hundred and thirty-four and chapter four hundred and
eighty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-five, and, of
the balance of said cost, sixty per cent shall be paid by the common-
wealth from the Highway Fund and forty per cent shall be paid by
the city of Revere.

When the work authorized hereunder shall have been completed,
said highway and bridge shall be kept in good condition by the city
of Revere.

For the purpose of meeting payments to be made by said city of
Revere under this act, said city may borrow outside its limit of in-
debtedness, as fixed by law, such sums as may be necessary, and may
Issue bonds or notes therefor, which shall be payable in not more than
ten years; and such indebtedness shall, except as herein provided, be
subject to chapter forty-four of the General Laws, exclusive of the
limitation contained in the first paragraph of section seven thereof.
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No work shall be begun hereunder by the commission, unless and
until said city of Revere, by purchase or otherwise, has acquired title
to the highway and the railroad bridge, so called, referred to in section
one, and such other property as may be necessary for the purposes of
this act, and has assumed liability for all damages that may be in-
curred hereunder.

The Commission would respectfully invite attention
to the fact that, although the above-mentioned House
Bill No. 1124 directs the reconstruction of the existing
Oak Island Street bridge across the location of the Boston,
Revere Beach & Lynn railroad right of way, it should
be noted that the railroad has been abandoned and that
the bridge is now entirely unnecessary.

The present bridge has an approximate span of 70 feet,
is about 30 feet wide, and has a clearance of about 20
feet over the old roadbed. It is now closed to all but
pedestrian traffic, due to the decking having badly rotted
and broken through in several places. An 8-inch water
pipe, a 3-inch electrical conduit and a 6-inch gas main
are carried across the bridge. The present grade of the
bridge is about 8 feet higher than the grade of the boule-
vard, and about 12 to 14 feet higher than the grade at
Dashwood Street. Both approaches are steep and there
are sharp drops on either side of the bridge, so that even
when the bridge was open to traffic, motorists were re-
luctant to use the road.

A removal of the bridge would eliminate dangerously
steep approaches and restore a low level crossing of the
abandoned railroad right of way. It would further im-
prove adjacent properties and increase values, as many
of the houses were built at the low-level grades and now
are below the street grades. There are no serious struc-
tural problems involved in the removal of the bridge, as
the work is mainly excavation and regrading. The water
pipe, electrical conduit and gas main, now carried across
the bridge, would have to be lowered and relaid in part.
Only one house, No. 43 Oak Island Street, would be
affected by the regrading. It is located about 200 feet
northerly of the existing bridge. The present entrance
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to this house is above existing grades and would be
about 3 feet higher if the regrading is done. The en-
trance is close to the street line and badly placed. In
the reconstruction of the roadway, it should be possible
to relocate the entrance without difficulty or serious
expense.

The regrading of Oak Island Street between North
Shore Road anti the Revere Beach Reservation would
facilitate the proposed widening at the North Shore Road
end of the stieet, and the restoration of a low-level
crossing and reconstruction of the roadway would provide
an excellent connecting street between the boulevard and
North Shore Road, particularly whenever traffic tie-ups
on the boulevard are encountered.

The State Department of Public Works has recently
completed the removal of the bridge over the railroad
location at Revere Street, about one half mile south of
Oak Island Street, and has reconstructed the roadway
in the same manner the Commission now recommends
be done at Oak Island Street.

The Commission estimates the cost of the removal of
the bridge and the widening and reconstruction of the
roadway at $50,000, as compared with the recommended
appropriation of $79,000 in House Bill No. 1124 for the
reconstruction of the bridge.
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