
HOUSE No. 1533
By Mr. Harrington of Everett, petition of John F. Cahill for legis

lation to authorize a state loan to provide for furnishing voting ma
chines to cities and towns. Election Laws.

Clic Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

A n A ct  a u t h o r iz in g  a  s t a t e  l o a n  t o  p r o v id e  f c r

FURNISHING VOTING MACHINES TO CITIES AND TOWNS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 To meet the expense of furnishing voting machines
2 to cities and towns, as hereinafter provided, the state
3 treasurer shall, upon request of the governor and
4 council, issue and sell at public or private sale bonds
5 of the commonwealth, registered or with interest
6 coupons attached, as he may deem best, to an amount
7 to be specified by the governor and council from time
8 to time, but not exceeding, in the aggregate, the sum
9 of million dollars. Ail bonds issued

10 by the commonwealth as aforesaid shall be desig-
11 nated on their face “ Commonwealth Voting Machine
12 Loan, Act of 1949,”  and shall be on the serial pay-
13 ment plan for such maximum term of years, not ex-
14 ceeding twenty years, as the governor may recom-
15 mend to the general court pursuant to section three
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16 of Article LX II of the amendments to the constitu-
17 tion of the commonwealth; the maturities thereof
18 to be so arranged that the amounts payable in the
19 several years other than the final year shall be as
20 nearly equal as in the opinion of the state treasurer it
21 is practicable to make them. Said bonds shall bear
22 interest semi-annually at such rate as the state
23 treasurer, with the approval of the governor, shall
24 fix, but such bonds shall be payable not earlier than
25 July first, nineteen hundred and forty-nine, nor later
26 than July first, nineteen hundred and seventy-nine.
27 Of the amount payable in any year, the cost shall
28 be assessed by the commonwealth on the several
29 cities and towns, in proportion to the number of
30 voting machines furnished them hereunder, and the
31 state secretary shall, not later than first in
32 each year, certify to the assessors of each such city
33 and town the amount that such city or town is re-
34 quired to furnish that year, and the assessors shall
35 annually include said amount in the amount to be
36 assessed any such city or town in the determination
37 of the tax rate. The city or town treasurer shall, as
38 soon as possible thereafter, transmit such sum to the
39 state treasurer.
40 With the proceeds of the bond issue authorized
41 hereunder the state secretary shall provide and
42 furnish to each city and town within the common-
43 wealth one voting machine for each three hundred
44 registered voters in such city or town.


