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HOUSE
Cbe Commontoealtl) of
House

of

QgiasoacJjusetts

Representatives, March 1, 1949.

The Committee on Legal Affairs, to whom were referred
the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 261) of
Charles W. Olson for legislation relative to witness
fees to certain police officers in criminal cases, the petition
(accompanied by bill, House, No. 514) of James H.
Burns and others relative to payment of witness fees
to certain police officers in criminal cases, the petition
(accompanied by lull, House, No. 515) of the Massachusetts Chiefs of Police Association relative to payment
of witness fees to certain police officers in criminal cases,
and the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 516)
of the Massachusetts Chiefs of Police Association for
legislation relative to payment of witness fees, report
the accompanying bill (House, No. 2192).
For the committee

KENDALL A. SANDERSON.
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[Mar.

Cfre Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and

An Act relative

to the

TO CERTAIN POLICE

payment

OFFICERS IN

Forty-Nine.

of witness

fees

f

CRIMINAL CASES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
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Chapter 262 of the General Laws is hereby amended
by striking out section 53, as most recently amended
by chapter 181 of the acts of 1947, and inserting in
place thereof the following sections:
Section 53. Any police officer on duty at night, on
vacation, furlough or on a day off, who attends as a
witness in a criminal case pending in a district court,
including the municipal court of the city of Boston,
or before a trial justice, shall be allowed a witness
fee in the amount of three dollars for each day’s
attendance, except his first attendance as arresting
officer in the case. Any police officer on duty at
night, vacation, furlough or on a day off, who attends
as a witness in a criminal case pending in a district
court, including the municipal court of the city of
Boston, or before a trial justice, and who by reason
of a continuance or postponement thereof, is required
to again attend, shall be paid the amount of three
dollars for each day of such further attendance. Any
police officer on duty at night, vacation, furlough or on
a day off, who attends the superior court as a witness
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for the commonwealth shall be paid a witness fee in
the amount of five dollars for each day’s attendance.
A police officer who is a witness for the commonwealth, and who under the direction of the district
attorney aids in securing the attendance of other
witnesses, may receive, instead of his expenses,
witness fees in the amount of five dollars for one day’s
attendance.
Police officers shall serve subpoenas
upon witnesses when requested by the district attorney, and their returns of service shall have the same
force and effect as the return of a deputy sheriff or
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Section 53A. Any police officer named in section
fifty, and section fifty-three, who attends as a witness
at a place other than Ins residence in a criminal case
pending in a district court or before a trial justice,
including the municipal court of Boston, and the
superior court of the commonwealth shall be paid
five cents a mile for travel out and home for each
day’s attendance. Each officer shall certify in writing
the amount of bis travel and attendance. Such payments shall be in addition to his other expenses
necessarily and actually incurred as provided for in
section fifty and shall be paid in the same manner
as such expenses are required to be paid by section

47 fifty.
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