
HOUSE No. 2507

Cije Commontoealti) of Q^agsacJuisettg

House of Representatives, May 18, 1949.

The committees on Rules of the two branches, acting 
concurrently, to whom was referred the order (filed this 
day by Mr. Skerry of Medford) relative to requesting 
the opinions of the Honorable the Justices of the Supreme 
Judicial Court upon questions of law relative to “ An Act 
authorizing cities and towns having parking meters to 
apply the receipts from said meters to the acquisition 
and maintenance of off-street parking areas and facilities 
to further the purpose of said meters in the relief of 
traffic conditions” (House, No. 752), report that the 
same ought to be adopted. (House, No. 2507).

For the committees,

MICHAEL J. BATAL.



o HOUSE — No. 2507. [May, 1949.

€iie Commontoealti) of Sgassacljusetts

Whereas, There is pending before the General Court a 
bill printed as House, No. 752, entitled “ An Act au
thorizing cities and towns having parking meters to apply 
the receipts from said meters to the acquisition and 
maintenance of off-street parking areas and facilities to 
further the purpose of said meters in the relief of traffic 
conditions” , a copy whereof is herewith submitted; and

Whereas, In view of the general principles stated in an 
advisory opinion of the Justices to the Senate and the 
House of Representatives on April 15, 1937, in relation 
to the installation, operation and maintenance of parking 
meters within the limits of public travel, grave doubt 
exists as to the constitutionality of said bill if enacted 
into law; therefore be it

Ordered, That the opinions of the Honorable the 
Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court be required by 
the General Court upon the following important question 
of law: —

1. Would it be within the constitutional power of the 
General Court to permit cities and towns which install, 
operate and maintain parking meters within the limits 
of public travel to use receipts therefrom, over and 
above the amounts necessary to meet the cost of the 
installation, operation and maintenance thereof, for the 
payment of the cost of acquiring and maintaining off- 
street parking lots; provided, that such lands are located 
within such proximity to the areas of such cities and 
towns wherein such parking meters are operated and 
maintained on public ways as will further facilitate the 
enforcement of municipal ordinances, by-laws, orders, 
rules and regulations concerning the parking of vehicles 
within such areas?


