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House of Representatives, June 9, 1949.

The committee on Municipal Finance on the part of the 
House to whom was referred the Bill amending the law 
relative to contributory retirement of public employees 
(House, No. 2476), report that the same ought to pass- 
in the form of a new draft herewith submitted (House,. 
No. 2589).

For the committee,

M ICHAEL F. SKERRY.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

A n Act amending the law relative to contributory

RETIREMENT OF PUBLIC EMPLOYEES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 1 of chapter 32 of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out the paragraph
3 defining “ Beneficiary” , as appearing in section 1 of
4 chapter 658 of the acts of 1945, and inserting in place
5 thereof the following: —
6 “ Beneficiary ” , any person entitled to any present or
7 potential benefit on account of membership of a per-
8 son other than himself, under the provisions of sec-
9 tions one to twenty-eight, inclusive.

1 Section 2. Subdivision (1) of section 6 of said
2 chapter 32, as amended by section 5 of chapter 667
3 of the acts of 1947, is hereby further amended by in-
4 serting after the word “ group”  in line 18 the words:
5 , nor earlier than the last day for which he received
6 regular compensation.

1 Section 3. The second sentence of paragraph (a)
2 of subdivision (3) of said section 6 of said chapter 32,
3 as appearing in section 2 of chapter 603 of the acts
4 of 1946, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 5,
5 the words “ state surgeon” and inserting in place
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6 thereof the words: — commissioner of public health
7 and wUo shall, so far as practicable, be skilled in the
8 particular branch of medicine or surgery involved in
9 the case, •— so as to read as follows: — Such medical

10 panel shall consist of three registered physicians who
11 shall be selected as follows for the purpose of ex-
12 amining the member w'hose retirement or re-examina-
13 tion is under consideration; one physician who shall
14 be designated by the commissioner of public health
15 and who shall, so far as practicable, be skilled in the
16 particular branch of medicine or surgery involved in
17 the case, and who shall serve as chairman of the medi-
18 cal panel, a second physician who shall be designated
19 by the board except as otherwise provided for in
20 paragraph (6) of this subdivision, and a third physician
21 who shall be designated by such member.

1 Section 4. Subdivision (1) of section 7 of said
2 chapter 32, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 658
3 of the acts of 1945, is hereby amended by adding at
4 the end the following: —  No such retirement shall be
5 allowed within any period of two years prior to at-
6 taming the maximum age on account of any acci-
7 dent or hazard undergone except for an accident or
8 hazard undergone within three years of attaining such
9 maximum age. Any member who was injured while

10 a member of a retirement system established in any
11 governmental unit other than that by which he is
12 presently employed, and who has complied with the
13 provisions of this section as to notice, or whose case
14 falls under paragraph (3), shall file such application
15 with the retirement board of the unit where he is
16 presently employed. Such board shall secure a state-
17 ment of facts and records, which it shall be the duty
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18 of the retirement board of the first governmental unit
19 to furnish, and on which it shall be entitled to make
20 recommendations.

1 Section 5. Said section 7 of said chapter 32, as so
2 appearing, is hereby further amended by adding after
3 subdivision (4) the following subdivision: —
4 (5) In the event of a retirement where the injury
5 was sustained in a governmental unit other than that
6 by which the member is presently employed, the pro-
7 ration of the pension portion of the retirement allow-
8 ance shall be computed by the actuary.

1 Section 6. Paragraph (c) of subdivision (2) of sec-
2 tion 11 of said chapter 32 is hereby amended by adding
3 at the end, as so appearing, the following: —  Pay-
4 ment shall not be made under this subdivision if the
5 deceased member is survived by a beneficiary ap-
6 pointed under option (d) of subdivision (2) of section
7 twelve who is eligible to receive the allowance pro-
8 vided by said option.

1 Section 7. Subdivision (2) of section 12 of said
2 chapter 32 is hereby further amended by striking out
3 option (c), as most recently amended by chapter 284
4 of the acts of 1948, and inserting in place thereof the
5 two following options: -—
6 Option (c), Joint and Last Survivor Allowance. — A
7 lesser retirement allowance which shall be payable to
8 such member during his lifetime, with the provision
9 that two thirds of the yearly amount of such lesser

10 retirement allowance shall be continued during the
11 lifetime of and paid to such surviving eligible bene-
12 ficiary as such member shall have nominated in his
13 written election of this option.
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14 If such beneficiary dies before the date such retire-
15 ment allowance becomes effective, this option shall
16 not take effect, and in such case such member, upon
17 his written request on a prescribed form filed with
18 the board prior to such effective date, may make a
19 new election of any one of the first three options speci-
20 fied in this subdivision. The yearly amount of such
21 lesser retirement allowance shall be determined so
22 that the value, on the date such allowance becomes
23 effective, of the prospective payments to such member
24 and to such eligible beneficiary shall be the actuarial
25 equivalent of the value on such date of the full retire-
26 ment allowance specified in option (a) of this sub-
27 division. Any retirement allowance payable under
28 this option shall be divided between annuity and
29 pension in the same proportion as the corresponding
30 full retirement allowance specified in option (a) of
31 this subdivision is so divided.
32 No person shall be eligible for nomination as bene-
33 ficiary under this option unless such person is the
34 spouse, child, father, mother or is the unmarried,
35 widowed or divorced sister of such member.
36 Option (d). Member Survivor Allowance.-— At any
37 time after attaining age fifty-four a member, upon his
38 written notice on a prescribed form filed with the
39 board prior to his death, may nominate an eligible
40 beneficiary as specified under option (c) who, if such
41 member dies after attaining age fifty-five and before
42 being retired, shall receive two-thirds of the yearly
43 amount of said option (c) allowance to which such
44 member would have been entitled had his retirement
45 taken place on the date of his death. A member may
46 at any time cancel the appointment of a beneficiary
47 nominated under this option by a written notice filed
48 with the board prior to his death. In case a member
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49 nominates an eligible beneficiary under this option,
50 such nomination shall cancel any designation previ-
51 ously filed under paragraph (c) of subdivision (2) of
52 section eleven. If such member dies as a result of an
53 accident while in the performance of his duties, with
54 a resultant death benefit as provided for in section
55 nine, such section shall govern.

1 Section 8. Subdivision (4) of section 16 of said
2 chapter 32, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 658
3 of the acts of 1945, is hereby amended by adding at
4 the end the following: —  On appeals involving dis-
5 ability or where medical reports or medical testimony
6 are part of the proceedings, the contributory retire-
7 ment appeal board may employ a registered physician
8 to advise them in the determination of an appeal.
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